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The Blanc Two-Step

An almost fatal car accident didn’t stop Mel Blanc. (You can
read an account about it in this Yowp post).

View my
complete
profile

He continued recording voices for Hanna-Barbera and Warner
Bros. He had formed Mel Blanc Enterprises to produce
humorous commercials. And there was a happy, Christmas-
time reunion on the Jack Benny television show in 1961.

NOTE

Comments on an article will
be limited to the first few
days after it is posted. This
blog is virtually retired, with

But he obviously slowed down. In looking through newspapers ] .
daily posts ending May 25.

in the first half of 1963, I can find only two on-camera
appearances—one with Benny and another, somewhat

improbably, with Arthur Godfrey. My BlOg List
Godfrey had been ubiquitous on CBS television in the 1950s. a OId v HiStoryApr“ 1937 -

Things had changed by the ‘60s, perhaps because of the

CBS was
discovery that he wasn’t as charming and laid back in real life as he was on camera. He co-hosted the leader
part of a season on Candid Camera in 1960 before walking off annoyed at the show’s owner, Allen in te'eViSiO_n
Funt (who didn’t have much good to say about Godfrey, either). gr;g{::m'”

early 1930s, but by the end
The network was still interested in Godfrey’s talents and signed him to host specials. One in early of the decade, it was
1963 featured Blanc. It turned out the two men had something in common, as Earl Wilson reported in ?I:;"an‘:sgcn?‘:]‘;;"t:kiﬁ
his column of March 8, 1963. As you might have expected, Blanc had a Jack Benny story. W2XAB...

21 hours ago

INJURED,BUTTHEY'LLDANCE

Arthur Godfrey and Mel Blanc—each survivor of a near fatal auto accident, each held together by silver Yowp |

plates and pins—will try to forget March 18 that they've had to use canes...and will try to danceon TV. F\;;apop;ya1 00
Mel Blanc, while still on a cane, learned about this ambitious undertaking when he reported to the big - lwao
red-head Arthur (who'll be 60 in July) for rehearsal for CBS' "Arthur Godfrey Loves Animals" TV show. 4 | Takamoto
"Tell me about your accident," Arthur said first. : m?::;q%\ge
"Well, this leg here had 22 breaks init...1had and a special hour: today. While this blog isn’t

five fracturesin my spine...Iwas unconscious
for21days...theykept telling my wife, Estelle,
thatlcouldn't makeit...she'dcryand beg
them 'Please don't say THAT!" ... there were 18
doctors on duty at the UCLA Medical Clinic...
practically all of them worked onme...Iwasin
acast eight months, but it was two months
before they could put meinacast... “I'vestill
got six silver screws through myleg...”

Blanc'll do Bugs Bunny, Porky Pig, Speedy
Gonzales, and Pepe Le pew, the French skunk, as
well as the sound of Jack Benny’s expiring
Maxwell, on the Godfrey show.

i much on birthdays, Iwao’s
':‘m l"h“r career at Hanna-Barbera
began at the tail-end of
GODFREY *The Yogi Bear ...
m"‘Es "mﬂ 2 weeks ago

* Shari Lewis, Paul Lynde
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[} News From ME
CH. CBS Today's Video Link -
Charles Strouse died on
Wednesday...an important
figure in the annals of
musical comedy. He wrote
the music for a great many
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"THE ONE MAN who never forgot us when I didn't know whether I'd pull through," Mel said, "was Jack shows including Bye Bye
Benny. He's come to see us every 10 days." Birdie, ...
“One night we were having chicken-in-the-pot in the kitchen. He said he had to go to dinner at Dave 7 hours ago

Chasen's, but he'd just have some soup with us. Pretty soon he said he'd have dinner with us, and have
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dessertat Chasen's. Then Estelle brought out dessert and he said ‘Never mind, I'll just have coffee at
Chasen’s. He wound up going to Chasm's for an after-dinner drink."

A news release about the special said “With Mel Blanc, Arthur gets a taste of the wiles of Bugs Bunny
when the sassy rabbit tried to fast-talk him into a television appearance while Sylvester and Pepe Le
Pew interrupt with idea of their own.” The Boston Globe’s review added Blanc demonstrated the
voices of “Sweetie Pie” and “baby Deeno.” Percy Shain evidently needed to watch more cartoons.

There was an interesting and unique follow-up to this story in the Fremont Tribune of June 17, 1963.
The columnist in this Nebraska newspaper was not an entertainment writer. He was a Pulitzer Prize-
winning journalist. We’ll leave him with the last line, again showing the selflessness of a supposed
39-year-old.

Reflections

Two Entertainers Offer Lesson in Enduring Woe

By CHARLES S. RYCKMAN

The capacity for achieving amazing triumphs over physical handicaps seems to be in some people in
proportion to the severity of the disability. The most complaining and despairing sometimes are those
with minor and temporary impairment of their bodily faculties.

Those with major loss of physical powers, and especially those with long and perhaps permanent
experience with agonizing suffering, often rise to the highest peaks of endurance and accomplish the
greatest degree of mastery over the tragedies with which they must live for the remainder of their
years.

The current activities of two great entertainers
offer vivid illustration of these facts. Radio and
television personality Arthur Godfrey is one. The
movie and TV veteran Mel Blanc is the other.
They appeared together on Godfrey's television
program in March, supporting themselves on
canes. They danced, told jokes, kidded each
otherand themselves, treating their own
disabilities so lightly and casually that viewers
had little understanding of the bitter hell both
men have known, and still must know as long as
they live.

Arthur Godfrey was an auto accident victim
many years ago. He has had so many operations
he has lost all count. His body is so pieced and
patched that what he was born with and what
now holds him together are so intermingled

that identification, like the lady's hair color and her hairdresser, is known only to his surgeons.
%k 3k k

Mel Blanc went down into his purgatory by the same route, but much later. One leg had 22 fractures.
There were five breaks in his spine. He was unconscious for 21 days. It took two months to get himin
condition to wear a cast, and he wore the cast for eight months. He still has six silver screws in the
formented leg.

But you knew mighty little of this as they danced, gagged and entertained millions of people. They
themselves seemed scarecely conscious of the tortured road by which, they had come. They know
about it, well enough. Neither is a stranger to pain and fear nor ever will be again.

And, for awry item, of all Mel Blanc's friends only one was a constant visitor at his bedside through-out
the long months of his ordeal. That was comedian Jack Benny, who works so hard to develop an image
of himself as a selfish man.

Posted by Yowp at Q7;11

Labels: Earl Wilson, Jack Benny
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