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First Stop, Kansas

The Jack Benny radio show’s humour became so honed after
World War Two that when Jack took his show on the road he
knew exactly what elements he needed for success.

Eddie Anderson was one. Another was Phil Harris. The
bandleader once said “Jack and | did our own routines in lots
of theaters, and we were a good team and always kept the
audience laughing.”

One of the Benny entourage’s stops was in Wichita, Kansas
in 1950. Going along with the three were guitarist Frank
Remley, who was regular travelling company of Jack’s,
drummer Sammy Weiss, and the Wiere Brothers. Jack loved
them so much, he tried to get them on TV. Eventually, they
succeeded in breaking onto the schedule in mid-season 1962,
and succeeded in being cancelled before the season was

done.

The Wichita Eagle of May 17, 1950 featured several stories about the record-breaking shows the night before.

8,200 at Show in Forum

Jack Benny's Troupe Plays As Radio Audiences Like It

By TED HAMMER

(Eagle Staff Writer)

If Wichita’s city dads are asked soon to repair the roof and rafters of the Forum, blame the Jack Benny-
Phil Harris show which played there to two standing—room-only audiences Tuesday night, setting a
new stage attendance record. More applause and laughs were provided by the show than ordinarily
might come from a good season of top attractions.

The principles just played themselves, as radio audiences have learned to like them. Jack Benny
appeared hurt when numerous performers declined to let him accompany them on the violin, he finally
got to play “Love In Bloom,” and Phil Harris showed him how to play a love scene. Eddie (Rochester)
Anderson was brought on after a telephone bell interrupted a Benny speech, just as it happens on the
radio every Sunday night when the CBS show is broadcast by KFH, KFH-FM here.

Benny found the easy way that if he doesn’t get a new radio contract and doesn’t click in television, he
can return to his old time single act, a monologue. And Wichitans loved him just as they did back in 1922
when he played at the Orpheum, before he became famous on screen and radio.

There just wasn't time enough for Harris to satisfy the audience with his southern style songs, but he
had to sing four of them before he and Benny started s new routine to stop the applause. Vivian Blaine
of the films did three songs which proved why she has been given her own television show next fall. And
Rochester demonstrated that his singing and dancing are just as good as his gags spoken in the crackly,
high pitched voice which radio fans enjoy so much.

The three Wiere Brothers, who also have been in pictures and are internationally famous, could have
stayed on the stage another half hour with their violins, dancing and comedy. They proved more than
equal to advance billing as top jugglers, with some hat and stick feats new to Wichita theatergoers. Phil
Harris baud was responsible for much of the show’s success.

The Stuart Morgan Dancers, three fellows and cute girl, did some breath taking adagio which made the
audience believe Benny when he said he went to a lot of trouble to get them.
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Closing the show was a musical routine
featuring Benny and Miss Elaine with members
of the Phil Harris band. Dressed in weird
costume they provided “mountain music,” with
Benny as director and violinist, while Miss
Blaine played it deadpan, Sam the drummer and
Frank Remley guitar player, were in this group,
the “Beverly Hillbillies.”

Good as the othersin the castare,itwasa
Benny-Harris show, marked by gags and songs
of the type for which they’re famous—even
including the band leader’s “That’s What | Like
About the South” and “Is It True What They Say
About Dixie?”

The Wichita shows were attended by more than
8,700, with some 100 persons allowed to buy standing room, to set a record. Extra seats were placed
downin front and in corners at the last night to accommodate a few more persons, according to Mrs.
Mary Floto who handled the ticket sale.

LOVE CERTAIMLY MUST BE IN BLOOM —|ack Berry, af the microphone, swings
ints “'Love in Bloom.” Monday following hi at Municipal airport with his
troupe for performane e Forum Tuesdey Tem EBashaw, program director
for staticn KFH. halds the miks for the Ihyweood etz. and Marjcnie Shidler, at
mhaw's leff, winmer of the KFM jack Benny talenr show. gets poisters from the
maeste.

It's Informal But Lively at Rehearsals

In rehearsals of the Jack Benny-Phil Harris show, It’s “Phil, or Curly,” when members of the band or cast
address the leader. And everyone calls Benny “Jack” or “Jackson.” The latter is the nickname used by
Harris since they became associated 14 years ago.

When the drummer was called to the telephone during rehearsal at the Forum Tuesday, Harris took his
place, even going through a number he was to sing in the show.

While Harris handled much of the musical rehearsal, Benny took care of “business” and timing. When
Vivian Blaine asked Benny if she could use a different opening song than previously rehearsed, he told
her “fine,” and she ran through it with the band.

“After all, Wichitans don’t know that we had the other number ready,” Benny said as he resumed his
chairinacorner of the Forum stage. He was on his feet a moment later to hurry beck and forth, making
suggestions.

Once, while Miss Blaine, Benny and Harris discussed a bit of business, the drummer called out, “Let’s
go, we've got a show to do tonight.” Show time was four hours away, but everybody laughed.

Inan interview on Don Anderson’s “Harmony Ranch,” over KFH, KFH-FM. Harris credited Benny with
much of his success. After stating that he grew up in the show business, the son of parents who were in
the theater, he said Benny helped him get the show started in which he and his wife, Alice Faye, are co-
starred.

Benny and Company Make Vet Patients Noisy with Mirth

Ahollering houseful of patients at Veterans hospital Tuesday saw a funfest fostered by Jack Benny and
his company.

In the end they found that Benny, the consummate master of ceremonies, can really play the violin. Hot
violin, too.

He's no Joe Venuti, but he can finger the fiddle.
With confidence and savoir—faire that best can
be described simply as Benny-like, he finally
fiddled after frustrating interruptions by Phil
Harris, Rochester, and Vivian Elaine. The latter
interruption was most welcome to Benny and
audience.

An eight-man outfit from the Harris orchestra
pulled the curtain ahead of schedule and
entertained the ex-GI's with improvisations
that added up to Dixieland. The drummer, a
bigger man than Broderick Crawford, used a
folding chair and a tissue box for traps.

Benny entered to assure the vets that heisn’t
stingy. | throw money away. Not very far, but..”
Harris interrupted for a routine with the boss
and then did “Preacher and Bear” and
“Darktown Poker Club.” The boys found out that Harris is not good, but perfect, and that he has to be a
lot faster than it sounds like on the phonograph.

Vivian Blaine insulted the be-junior out of the boss with a frank appraisal of his sex appeal—zero—then

TWO WORRY—BUT NOT ROCHESTER—]ack Benny,
center, and Phil Harris, right, worry while Rochester
beams. as the ancient Maxwell which was waiting for
the Benny troupe Monday night at Municipal airport,
sputters into action.— (Eagle Staff Photos.)
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caressed the patients with two numbers, including a job on “You Made Me Love You” that created a lot
of hot but harmless humidity.

Then came Rochester, who apologized for making the boss look like a cheap skate. (“I have all the
luxuries. Shoes, bread ...”)

Rochester, of course, stopped the show with “Sunny Side of the Street” and a return to his original
occupation, booting, that gave the lads a laugh with every lunge.

Three thousand people greeted Jack and his group as they arrived on a TWA Constellation the day before.
They were travelling by air because of a railway strike. A 50-passenger passenger plane was chartered along
with a second plane to haul scenery, costumes and props.

The schedule was grueling—21 cities in 21 days. Stops included Montreal and Toronto. It climaxed at
Carnegie Hall. Afterward, Benny, Harris and Rochester boarded the Queen Mary for return engagements to

the Palladium in London and the Empire in Glasgow.

Greeting him on his return was a new radio season. And a new medium. He began his 15-year television
career that October 28th.

Posted by Yowp at 07:08
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