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Sunday 10 December 2023

Dollars For Day
It took a little over seven years for the pieces of the Jack Benny
radio show to be put together.

The last one was found for the start of the 1939-40 season. Kenny
Baker had suddenly quit after accepting an exclusive contract with
the Texas Company (he was billed for the last show of the previous
season but never appeared) and Benny needed a new vocalist.

That’s when Dennis Day was added to the regular cast of Mary
Livingstone, Don Wilson, Phil Harris and Eddie Anderson.

I liked Baker better as a vocalist but there’s no denying Dennis was
able to expand his role as a timid singer into a comedic actor, with
over-the-top dialects and impressions that were more than good
enough to work in the context of the show. I must admit I laughed more at Day than Baker. And Day was no
dummy when it came to the business side, either.

The North American Newspaper Alliance published this profile on May 11, 1950. Only in print could someone
make a “Chesterfield” reference to a star of the Lucky Strike show; a network or ad agency would never allow
it.

Dennis Day’s Income Close to Crosby and Hope
By HAROLD HEFFERNAN
HOLLYWOOD, May 10—(NANA)—Millions of radio fans who listen to him heckling and being heckled by
Jack Benny on the radio every Sunday have come to regard Dennis Day as only a naive mamma’s boy
with a rare tenor voice. Dennis is a lot more than that. Still on the sunny side of 35, he’s scampering up
the �nancial ladder so fast that the mighty Crosby, Hope and Godfrey must soon move over and make
room.
Dennis revealed on the set of his new movie, “I’ll Get By," now In production on the 20th Century-Fox
lot, that already run up such a tote on the income board that his occasional personal-appearance tours
around the country mean nothing on the pro�t side. But Dennis feels the P. A.s are part of his
responsibility.
“Even If you lose money on a tour,” he explained in a strident tone far removed from the guileless
manner a�ected professionally, "you must let your radio fans see you in person. It’s a tough
assignment to take on at the end of a working year, but necessary. You play six shows a day and sing
eight or nine songs at each. And you can chat with the people—Lord love em! This year they’re going to
see me in a motion picture, so no P.-A. tour. I get a real vacation on my boat as a result.”
Has Two Air Shows
Squeezing a picture into his work schedule requires some tight planning for radioman Day. He has two
air shows—his own, “A Day in the Life of Dennis Day,” and his stint on the Jack Benny show. He owns
two music-publishing companies and personally looks over all material submitted after it gets the
green light from his brother, John McNulty, who manages his business a�airs. Also he must make
enough recordings to �ll public demand—no small task.
“A record put me where I am today,” said Dennis, “so I keep pretty close watch on that end of the
business. I was studying law at Manhattan college and my singing and imitations were regarded as a bit
of play by myself and my family. I had an appendectomy and while I was recuperating I would amuse
myself by cutting a record or two by way of passing the time. One day some fellows from a Canadian
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recording out�t were in the next booth. I was recording “Jeanie With the
Light Brown Hair” and when I �nished they o�ered to buy the disc. They
gave me $75 and suddenly I was in business.
“I used to sing now and again on a radio show, just for spending money,
but I was all for criminal law—a branch of the profession which has always
interested me immensely. About this time Kenny Baker pulled out of the
Jack Benny show and they were looking for a tenor. Mary Livingstone
heard my recording of ‘Jeanie’ and persuaded Jack to audition me. I guess I
sang 20 songs before we were through. There were so many applications
for the spot that I had no hope of getting it. You can imagine my surprise
when my name was called out by Jack.
Has Wit and Poise
“I said ‘Yes, please!’ I was very nervous, my voice was higher than normal
and eager to please as a spaniel. Jack turned to Mary and said ‘That’s our
boy—I want him just like that—eager, shy, with his mother somewhere in
the background all the time.’”
That, Dennis said, is the type character he plays in “I’ll Get By”—the naive
lad who says the things other people only think.
In real life Dennis, (born Eugene Dennis McNulty in New York's Bronx) is a lively, personable fellow who
dresses meticulously in British-tailored clothes. He’s quick with a witty retort and his social poise is
enviable. He can balance a cup of tea and a sandwich and give a rattling good interview with the air of a
Chester�eld.
His lawyer mind prompts him to analyze each angle of his work. He plans a season’s programs as he
would a lawsuit. He takes a singing lesson nearly every day.
“You can't a�ord to drift in the entertainment �eld,” Dennis remarked. “There are too many clever
fellows about and a lot of ‘em can sing.”
He lives in a modest section of Los Angeles and is one of the few big-money men in the Hollywood
entertainment world who has no swimming pool. His wife, the former Peggy Ahlmquist, is a non-
professional. They have two small sons, Dennis and Patrick.

Dennis added to his brood and carried on appearing, off and on, with Jack in between a steady career of
nightclubs, fairs, a touring company of “Brigadoon” and the like. Jack’s regular weekly appearances on TV
ended in 1965. Day talked to Vancouver Sun reporter Les Wedman about it, and his career, in a story
published May 6, 1965.

Dennis Day is feeling pretty sad that The Jack Benny Show is being dropped from television, not because
it means he's losing the job he's had for 25 years but because he knows how tough it will be for the
famed comedian not to be working regularly.
"With nine kids I can't a�ord to retire," Day declared. "Jack isn't exactly penniless but he isn't happy
unless he's working.
Of course, the way things are in TV, all of this season's Benny shows were on �lm by the end of last
January. However, Day explained it wasn't until just a little while ago that anyone knew that NBC wasn't
renewing the program.
"Gomer Pyle did it," Day said. "Our ratings just dropped
and sponsors only look at the ratings." One sponsor was
willing to pick up his part of the show again next fall but
with Benny's series being the most expensive half hour on
the air, Day said, it would have meant the comedian taking
a substantial cut.
"It's an end of an era," Day added. "No other comedian
made the successful transition from radio to television.
Benny has been doing TV since 1950, which means he's
been on for 15 years."
Day, who's really 47 but insists he's younger because Jack
Benny is only 39 and nobody on the show can be older, says
his association with Benny has meant everything to him.
"We've been like one family—Don Wilson, Rochester, Mahlon Merrick, the writers."
Benny, said Dennis, is a generous man, and all the time he's been with him he's never heard the
comedian get angry at anyone.
Day is here for a singing engagement at Ken Stau�er's New Cave Theatre Restaurant. At the end of May
he goes to London for some TV appearances and then to entertain servicemen in Germany.
He will be doing Brigadoon in San Francisco. He's hoping for more guest shots on TV like his Burke's Law
and Bing Crosby Show this season. He'd also like to do concerts and a Broadway show but has no plans
for a TV show of his own.

Fernando Llera
Cartoons

State
Department
approves
sale of tank
ammunition
to Israel,

bypassing Congress. -
©2023
fernandolleracartoons.com
7 hours ago

Movies with Michael
Cowboy
Church
#254 - Hello
my friends
and
welcome

back for another service of
Cowboy Church. Today's
musical selection begins
with Roy Rogers and Dale
Evans with *Star of H...
7 hours ago

The Exposure Sheet
Video of the
Week:
Hanna-
Barbera
Christmas
Classics on

VHS - It's been another
slow week for updates
(don't worry, I have a little
something planned for
every day of next week), but
I couldn't let the week go by
wit...
2 days ago

Cartoon Research
Grumpy Old Scrooge: The
45th Anniversary of “The
Stingiest Man in Town” -
Walter Matthau was such
perfect casting for
Ebeneezer Scrooge.
2 days ago

AFRTS Archive
The ask.. - Every year at
about this time of year I ask
your help. Your
contributions are an
important part of keeping
this running. So far we're
doing three thin...
3 days ago

Way Too Damn Lazy To
Write A Blog

This
Saturday:
Christmas
Psychotroni
x in Orinda!
-

5 days ago

https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEiRWJrP35jzSnCl9IOBzPw9-FcncbW3fPMAcH73IvvNTIuJZusdvwNnR2-wA8jD41mB-fdQArnei1XFqU_tc-qQCviw96HIcmmFkpt10wOq7XOsqZAYmpPxrt7QcCgFXGmnLIhGD9WnoSnBUnk9lX9W7F1QPqqWTc_JmiX-xXyPCmU7pPhqwos8vXUHEs-M/s659/DENNIS.png
https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEj1ZdzKVTKCqvOzDuCPhHfEX-_08-nBlJ3hRn8MC-lGjnbyxxdsDXMtbtW3t5et8Np22tNasHv8nECBI6X1NIrd55E2shKNK-FpwxEFQYEi8SRDAk0dh2xdEs54s5KqMOGbrK1lODa5aQHUzLQNLOlrPwDDxaBGCchZ6ZQj3NjPysh3U7pA9PRooXQ32vAa/s520/DENNIS%20DAY%20VANCR.png
https://fernandollera.blogspot.com/
https://fernandollera.blogspot.com/
https://fernandollera.blogspot.com/
https://fernandollera.blogspot.com/
https://fernandollera.blogspot.com/2023/12/state-department-approves-sale-of-tank.html
https://fernandollera.blogspot.com/2023/12/state-department-approves-sale-of-tank.html
https://fernandollera.blogspot.com/2023/12/state-department-approves-sale-of-tank.html
https://fernandollera.blogspot.com/2023/12/state-department-approves-sale-of-tank.html
https://fernandollera.blogspot.com/2023/12/state-department-approves-sale-of-tank.html
https://fernandollera.blogspot.com/2023/12/state-department-approves-sale-of-tank.html
https://fernandollera.blogspot.com/2023/12/state-department-approves-sale-of-tank.html
https://movieswithmichael506.blogspot.com/
https://movieswithmichael506.blogspot.com/
https://movieswithmichael506.blogspot.com/
https://movieswithmichael506.blogspot.com/2023/12/cowboy-church-254.html
https://movieswithmichael506.blogspot.com/2023/12/cowboy-church-254.html
https://movieswithmichael506.blogspot.com/2023/12/cowboy-church-254.html
https://exposure-sheet.blogspot.com/
https://exposure-sheet.blogspot.com/
https://exposure-sheet.blogspot.com/
https://exposure-sheet.blogspot.com/2023/12/video-of-week-hanna-barbera-christmas.html
https://exposure-sheet.blogspot.com/2023/12/video-of-week-hanna-barbera-christmas.html
https://exposure-sheet.blogspot.com/2023/12/video-of-week-hanna-barbera-christmas.html
https://exposure-sheet.blogspot.com/2023/12/video-of-week-hanna-barbera-christmas.html
https://exposure-sheet.blogspot.com/2023/12/video-of-week-hanna-barbera-christmas.html
https://exposure-sheet.blogspot.com/2023/12/video-of-week-hanna-barbera-christmas.html
https://exposure-sheet.blogspot.com/2023/12/video-of-week-hanna-barbera-christmas.html
https://cartoonresearch.com/
https://cartoonresearch.com/index.php/grumpy-old-scrooge-the-45th-anniversary-of-the-stingiest-man-in-town/
https://cartoonresearch.com/index.php/grumpy-old-scrooge-the-45th-anniversary-of-the-stingiest-man-in-town/
https://cartoonresearch.com/index.php/grumpy-old-scrooge-the-45th-anniversary-of-the-stingiest-man-in-town/
http://afrtsarchive.blogspot.com/
http://afrtsarchive.blogspot.com/2023/12/the-ask.html
https://psychotronicpaul.blogspot.com/
https://psychotronicpaul.blogspot.com/
https://psychotronicpaul.blogspot.com/
https://psychotronicpaul.blogspot.com/
https://psychotronicpaul.blogspot.com/2023/12/this-saturday-christmas-psychotronix-in.html
https://psychotronicpaul.blogspot.com/2023/12/this-saturday-christmas-psychotronix-in.html
https://psychotronicpaul.blogspot.com/2023/12/this-saturday-christmas-psychotronix-in.html
https://psychotronicpaul.blogspot.com/2023/12/this-saturday-christmas-psychotronix-in.html
https://psychotronicpaul.blogspot.com/2023/12/this-saturday-christmas-psychotronix-in.html


12/10/23, 3:16 PM Tralfaz: Dollars For Day

https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2023/12/dollars-for-day.html?fbclid=IwAR2rXI1xxUBU4rp5NEzvvkCICgrb_DbPdaG8XNHKK-rX-9RW8ufDDvTirMg 3/6

Older PostHome

Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom)

Posted by Yowp at 07:28 

Labels: Jack Benny

He once had one—The Dennis Day Show, with Cli� (Charley Weaver) Arquette. They were on for 2 1/2
years.
The half-year is accounted for by the show being knocked o� the air by a more popular opponent . . . the
I Love Lucy series.
Jack Benny has several specials lined up for next season's TV and he'll also guest on shows and make
personal appearances, Day said. Benny doesn't have any other television shows his production
company owns. "He hasn't been very lucky with the ones he did have—the Marge and Gower Champion
show, the Gisele MacKenzie show and the Wayne and Shuster summer series," the singer stated.
Day has made more from The Jack Benny Show this year than ever, because CBS is running the old
shows on its daytime schedule. This means residual payments for everybody.
He also gets paid handsomely for two TV commercials—one for cigars and another for a detergent. Day
said he doesn't smoke at all so he doesn't mind trying to improve on the bad image cigars got in the
days when Edward G. Robinson and other movie bad guys were smoking them.
But he occasionally does do dishes so he can really be convincing about soap.

Looking at the big picture, Dennis wasn’t a huge star. His TV series never achieved the popularity of shows
starring other singers, such as Perry Como, Andy Williams or Dean Martin. The advent of rock and roll didn’t
help his music career.

In the end, he’ll always be associated, more than anything, as a member of the Jack Benny cast. As a 1965
Vancouver Province story put it “the ageless Benny...frequently slips into Dennis Day’s conversation.” But the
Benny boost wouldn’t have happened if Day didn’t have talent. Day arguably went farther in show business
than any of Jack’s other vocalists. Ask Michael Bartlett.
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Friz Freleng (193)

Gene Deitch (24)

George Pal (12)

Grant Simmons (11)

Hanna and Barbera unit (133)

Hanna-Barbera (10)

Hans Conried (5)

Hardaway-Dalton unit (7)

Harman-Ising (102)

Henry Morgan (14)

Irv Spence (12)

Jack Benny (627)

Jay Ward (36)

Jimmy Durante (22)

John Crosby (108)

John Sutherland (42)

Johnny Johnsen (42)

Johnny Olson (6)

Kenny Baker (6)

King-Size Canary (10)

Laugh-In (18)

Legend of Rockabye Point (7)

Little Rural Riding Hood (7)

Magical Maestro (10)

Maurice Noble (12)

Mel-O-Toons (5)

MGM (749)

Norm McCabe (10)

Pat Matthews (13)

Paul Julian (16)

Sara Berner (6)

Screwy Squirrel (42)

Spider-Man (3)

Terrytoons (118)

Tex Avery (656)

The Cat That Hated People
(10)

Toby the Pup (4)

Tom and Jerry Human (46)

Tralfaz Sunday Theatre (21)

Ub Iwerks (127)

UPA (78)

Van Beuren (142)

Vernon Scott (52)

Virginia MacPherson (14)

Walt Disney (212)

Walter Lantz (326)

Warner Bros. (886)

Who Killed Who (13)
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