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Not Tonight Jack
“Check your local listings” sometimes didn’t work in the
Golden Age of Radio.

Jack Benny toiled for NBC for most of his radio career. Sitting
in an office at 30 Rockefeller Plaza was a gentleman named
J. Vance Babb. In 1938, he was the manager of the Press
Division of the NBC Publicity Department. His staff
communicated with the press to make sure the local listings
were correct.

All the networks issued press releases about their
programmes, hoping they’d be picked up by local papers to
give free publicity. One newspaper that was extremely
cooperative was the Greenville News in South Carolina. It
owned WFBC radio, which happened to be the local NBC
affiliate. And judging by the paper’s radio page of the time, it apparently filled space with oodles of NBC news
releases (and posed photos) promoting shows to air that day.

One of the more interesting ones appeared in the October 16, 1938 edition promoting the evening’s Jack
Benny Program. That’s because the show advertised was not the show that made it onto the air.

I presume the NBC PR department had a deadline to write their releases. Jack and his writers began
meetings on Tuesday to come up with a rough draught of a show, and then polished it. On several occasions,
this blog has mentioned shows that were tossed out and re-written the night before the broadcast. When that
happened, NBC’s carefully crafted news release would be out of date.

This is what the paper published on the 16th:

JACK BENNY CAST CALLS ON DEVINE IN SHOW TONIGHT
Don Wilson, Andy To Be In Weighing-In Contest As Added Feature
KENNY PICKS HIT
Jack Benny and his gang will smoke out Mayor Andy Devine from his o�ce in Van Nuys, Cal., during the
broadcast with Mary Livingstone, Kenny Baker, Phil Harris and Don Wilson over the NBC-WFBC
network today at 7 p. m. Gravel-voiced Andy will be making his microphone debut of the season,
postponed from last week when a movie retake kept him out of the show.
The diligent mayor will desert his o�ces behind the old cowshed on his Van Nuys rancho with malice
aforethought this time. Andy is trying to dispose of his home-grown crop of "Havana �ller" tobacco at
Jack's expense. If Jack buys the crop of manufactured stogies, it probably will be at some one else's
expense.
As an added feature of the broadcast, Jack will stage a weighing-in contest between his heavyweight
aides, Don Wilson and Andy Devine, both former star footballers. Don, who steadfastly maintains that
he lost three chins and a hangnail during the summer, is giving odds that he tips the beams at a lower
�gure than his gravel-voiced competitor for the local beef-trust title. With the aid of diet, strenuous
exercise and nerve-wracking lack of sleep, Don has shrivelled to a mere 220 pounds. Andy, on the other
hand, has been trying to �ll out to the proportions of his political job.
Timid tenor Kenny Baker will battle through the smoke screen to sing the popular favorite "I Used To Be
Color Blind" and Phil Harris' orchestra will play "For No Reason In Rhyme." The band also will unfold a
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Posted by Yowp at 07:01 

Labels: Jack Benny

new arrangement of "Don't Cross Your Fingers."

About the only thing accurate is Andy Devine did appear, and Harris played the two numbers mentioned,
although Don Wilson introduced one as “For No Rhyme or Reason.” Kenny’s song was “I’ve Got a Date With
a Dream.”

The plot outlined in the NBC release never happened. At all. It wasn’t postponed to a later broadcast. There
are other occasions where the Benny summaries aren’t quite the same as what went on the air, though the
broadcasts on the Sundays before and after this show reflect what was promoted. Why such a drastic change
was made is open to speculation.

What actually went on the air was a programme bidding farewell to the NBC studio at Melrose and Gower.
The following day, the network was to open its “Hollywood Radio City” on a 4 ½ acre site at the northeast
corner of Sunset and Vine. The Los Angeles Times reported a three-storey lobby linked the office building with
four auditorium studios linked together with glass brick walls. A mural 25 feet high and 40 feet wide portraying
radio covered the entire curved half of the northeast wall. Naturally, this lovely building was torn down starting
in May 1964.

It’s possible because the building was a huge deal to NBC, Benny and his writers decided instead of a show
involving Don Wilson’s weight, they’d build a programme promoting the new network West Coast
headquarters.

It’s actually a pretty funny show, though it’s a little odd at the end where one of the NBC demolition workers,
who have been called Laverne and Mervin, suddenly turns out to be network vice-president John Swallow.

Listen to the show here. Elliott Lewis is Laverne, Ed Beloin is Mervin.

0:000:00 / 29:30/ 29:30

Enter comment

No comments:

Post a Comment

Fernando Llera
Cartoons
Rhysida ransomware leaks
documents stolen from
Chilean Army. - ©2023
fernandolleracartoons.com
22 hours ago

AFRTS Archive
Roger
Carroll
1961 -
Here's
Roger with
a great

1961 show. *Roger Carroll -
1961* More Roger Carroll
1 day ago

Cartoon Research
Tom & Jerry’s Greatest
“Hits” - The perfect
opportunity to look back at
their animated career by re-
visiting some of their more
popular films.
2 days ago

Way Too Damn Lazy To
Write A Blog
And This Blog Loves
Singing Brass Players - *It's
time again for a post
devoted to the world of
music at Way Too Damn
Lazy To ...
2 days ago

The Exposure Sheet
A Chat With
Daws Butler
- We're
taking a
break from
the Jetsons

for today's post. Well, sort
of. Instead, it's time to
highlight one of Hanna-
Barbera's most celebrated
voice actors...
2 days ago

Mark Kausler's CatBlog
Mabel Listens Again - In the
words of Bill Hay, “Here
they ah!” The “Now Listen
Mabel” dailies from 11-8 to
11-22-1919. In the 11-8
there are human figures in
the first two pane...
5 days ago

Pete Hale Blog
New Blog! - I now have a
new blog, called The
Golden Age of Animation,
which I hope to be a
Cartoon Research-like
place for a bunch of writers,
mainly me, the head w...
1 week ago

https://www.blogger.com/profile/09264605351878574044
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2023/06/not-tonight-jack.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Jack%20Benny
https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEg--1F24oaXUdJnH6KMr0ziE0OoPPofy3O_lXGyL5jF46YcPmPS30_ynitdpR4KD-lNe1fiOxxBB7z95U0CyarS1e86wEpEtz2SbmAkOzq69tgoX1FA8SGLVe0vlPZaLUVx8K8s6qOkcVJRY2fB2z3IA5vkv-TZAjd1MlHT1TVvLAcLo4-Xn-Mr8IBCXA/s1234/NBC%20STUDIO.png
https://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=3738012638904762739&postID=9205120385959859736&target=email
https://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=3738012638904762739&postID=9205120385959859736&target=blog
https://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=3738012638904762739&postID=9205120385959859736&target=twitter
https://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=3738012638904762739&postID=9205120385959859736&target=facebook
https://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=3738012638904762739&postID=9205120385959859736&target=pinterest
https://www.blogger.com/profile/03494079419863870739
https://fernandollera.blogspot.com/
https://fernandollera.blogspot.com/2023/06/rhysida-ransomware-leaks-documents.html
http://afrtsarchive.blogspot.com/
http://afrtsarchive.blogspot.com/
http://afrtsarchive.blogspot.com/2023/06/roger-carroll-1961.html
https://cartoonresearch.com/
https://cartoonresearch.com/index.php/tom-jerrys-greatest-hits/
https://psychotronicpaul.blogspot.com/
https://psychotronicpaul.blogspot.com/2023/06/and-this-blog-loves-singing-brass.html
https://exposure-sheet.blogspot.com/
https://exposure-sheet.blogspot.com/
https://exposure-sheet.blogspot.com/2023/06/a-chat-with-daws-butler.html
https://itsthecat.com/blog
https://itsthecat.com/blog/mabel-listens-again/
https://petehaleblog.blogspot.com/
https://petehaleblog.blogspot.com/2023/06/new-blog.html


Older PostHome

Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom)

Show All

Termite Terrace
headlines
Mr. Jinks and Boo Boo?
Sure Why Not! - Now these
two characters were paired
together in this record and
this coloring book but their
connection pretty much
stops at the cover. Why
they were pair...
3 weeks ago

Cartoonerific

Dr Grob's Animation Review

Tex Avery at Warner Bros

Format Films Roadrunners

Why Not Read...

▼  2023 (175)

▼  June (19)

Not Tonight Jack

A Wolf, a Pincushion and
a Keystone Kop

If It's Good Enough For
Fibber...

The Old Basket Gag

Familiar Fiedler

Fly, Spider, Jekyll, Hyde

Multiple-Armed Hassan

Jack's Formula

Mouse Makeover

Today's Sniffles Question

Big Heel-Watha
Background

Doris Packer

Ken Muse's Concerto

A Swirling Moose

The Radio Girl

He's Waiting For 39

The Venerable Vinci

Brooklyn's a Funny Woid

Baloney Dog

►  May (32)

►  April (31)

►  March (31)

►  February (29)

►  January (33)

►  2022 (382)

►  2021 (380)

►  2020 (389)

►  2019 (376)

Blog Archive

https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2023/06/a-wolf-pincushion-and-keystone-kop.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/feeds/9205120385959859736/comments/default
javascript:void(0)
http://termiteterraceheadlines.blogspot.com/
http://termiteterraceheadlines.blogspot.com/2023/05/mr-jinks-and-boo-boo-sure-why-not.html
https://cartoonerific.com/blog
https://drgrobsanimationreview.com/
http://texaveryatwb.blogspot.com/
http://dfefourteen.blogspot.com/2012/01/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2023/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2023/06/
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2023/06/not-tonight-jack.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2023/06/a-wolf-pincushion-and-keystone-kop.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2023/06/if-its-good-enough-for-fibber.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2023/06/the-old-basket-gag.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2023/06/familiar-fiedler.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2023/06/fly-spider-jekyll-hyde.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2023/06/multiple-armed-hassan.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2023/06/jacks-formula.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2023/06/mouse-makeover.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2023/06/todays-sniffles-question.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2023/06/big-heel-watha-background.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2023/06/doris-packer.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2023/06/ken-muses-concerto.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2023/06/a-swirling-moose.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2023/06/the-radio-girl.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2023/06/hes-waiting-for-39.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2023/06/the-venerable-vinci.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2023/06/brooklyns-funny-woid.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2023/06/baloney-dog.html
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2023/05/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2023/04/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2023/03/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2023/02/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2023/01/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2022/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2021/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2020/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2019/


►  2018 (379)

►  2017 (380)

►  2016 (396)

►  2015 (389)

►  2014 (390)

►  2013 (388)

►  2012 (397)

►  2011 (106)

Aline Mosby (18)

Art Davis (42)

Bad Luck Blackie (12)

Bob and Ray (16)

Bob Clampett (113)

Bob McKimson (80)

Bob Thomas (65)

Chuck Jones (181)

Columbia (65)

Counterfeit Cat (10)

Cynthia Lowry (35)

Dick Thomas (18)

Don Patterson (23)

Drag-a-Long Droopy (14)

Earl Wilson (18)

Erskine Johnson (43)

Felix the Cat (36)

Film Daily (50)

Fleischer (204)

Frank Tashlin (40)

Fred Allen (56)

Fred Brunish (12)

Friz Freleng (189)

Gene Deitch (23)

George Pal (11)

Grant Simmons (10)

Hanna and Barbera unit (128)

Hanna-Barbera (7)

Hans Conried (5)

Hardaway-Dalton unit (7)

Harman-Ising (96)

Henry Morgan (14)

Irv Spence (12)

Jack Benny (599)

Jay Ward (35)

Jimmy Durante (21)

John Crosby (105)

John Sutherland (39)

Johnny Johnsen (41)

Johnny Olson (5)

Labels

javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2018/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2017/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2016/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2014/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2013/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2012/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2011/
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Aline%20Mosby
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Art%20Davis
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Bad%20Luck%20Blackie
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Bob%20and%20Ray
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Bob%20Clampett
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Bob%20McKimson
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Bob%20Thomas
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Chuck%20Jones
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Columbia
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Counterfeit%20Cat
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Cynthia%20Lowry
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Dick%20Thomas
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Don%20Patterson
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Drag-a-Long%20Droopy
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Earl%20Wilson
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Erskine%20Johnson
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Felix%20the%20Cat
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Film%20Daily
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Fleischer
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Frank%20Tashlin
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Fred%20Allen
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Fred%20Brunish
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Friz%20Freleng
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Gene%20Deitch
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/George%20Pal
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Grant%20Simmons
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Hanna%20and%20Barbera%20unit
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Hanna-Barbera
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Hans%20Conried
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Hardaway-Dalton%20unit
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Harman-Ising
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Henry%20Morgan
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Irv%20Spence
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Jack%20Benny
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Jay%20Ward
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Jimmy%20Durante
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/John%20Crosby
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/John%20Sutherland
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Johnny%20Johnsen
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Johnny%20Olson


Kenny Baker (6)

King-Size Canary (9)

Laugh-In (17)

Legend of Rockabye Point (6)

Little Rural Riding Hood (7)

Magical Maestro (10)

Maurice Noble (12)

Mel-O-Toons (5)

MGM (725)

Norm McCabe (10)

Pat Matthews (13)

Paul Julian (16)

Sara Berner (5)

Screwy Squirrel (41)

Spider-Man (2)

Terrytoons (113)

Tex Avery (631)

The Cat That Hated People
(10)

Toby the Pup (4)

Tom and Jerry Human (46)

Tralfaz Sunday Theatre (20)

Ub Iwerks (121)

UPA (76)

Van Beuren (135)

Vernon Scott (52)

Virginia MacPherson (14)

Walt Disney (199)

Walter Lantz (314)

Warner Bros. (836)

Who Killed Who (10)

Watermark theme. Powered by Blogger.

https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Kenny%20Baker
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/King-Size%20Canary
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Laugh-In
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Legend%20of%20Rockabye%20Point
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Little%20Rural%20Riding%20Hood
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Magical%20Maestro
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Maurice%20Noble
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Mel-O-Toons
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/MGM
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Norm%20McCabe
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Pat%20Matthews
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Paul%20Julian
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Sara%20Berner
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Screwy%20Squirrel
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Spider-Man
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Terrytoons
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Tex%20Avery
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/The%20Cat%20That%20Hated%20People
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Toby%20the%20Pup
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Tom%20and%20Jerry%20Human
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Tralfaz%20Sunday%20Theatre
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Ub%20Iwerks
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/UPA
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Van%20Beuren
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Vernon%20Scott
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Virginia%20MacPherson
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Walt%20Disney
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Walter%20Lantz
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Warner%20Bros.
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Who%20Killed%20Who
https://www.blogger.com/

