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Mel and Jack

No, not everyone who works together in radio hangs out with their boss, though it sounds like they’re close
buddies on the air. Take Jack Benny for example. Don Wilson and Dennis Day don’t seem to have been part
of his social set. He hung out with Barbara Stanwyck and Paulette Goddard as well as vaudeville cohorts like
George Burns.

There was at least one exception.
Mel Blanc.

Mel’s autobiography and Jack’s book written partly by his daughter
mention the relationship the two had. And while | imagine Mel
wasn't at the Bennys’ big, fancy Hollywood parties, they did see
each other at the Blancs’ cottage at Big Bear Lake, and Mel could
come over and entertain Joan Benny with his array of cartoon
voices.

And Jack certainly was close enough to Mel to call on him in
hospital after the horrific car accident in 1961 that came close to
killing Blanc. Eventually, Mel was well enough to return to Jack’s TV
show in a very touching portion of a Christmas season episode.

Here’s a feature story from the Hartford Courant of December 24,
1961. Nowhere does it say Jack visited Mel “every day” in hospital
as some stories say. Nor does it tell the story of a comtose Mel
being woken after repeated attempts when a doctor talked to him as Bugs Bunny (Mel alternately confirmed
and denied that one). But it does give you an idea of the friendship between the two and what a thoughtful
man Benny was.

You Just Can't Keep Mel Blanc Down

Man of 300 Voices Fights Back from Near Tragedy

By H. VIGGO ANDERSEN

Television Editor

A man with 300 different voices telephoned me from Hollywood the other day. That could be a bit
confusing, you know. Even disturbing. Happily, he was using only one voice that day. The one he was
bornwith and avery pleasant oneit is.

You would never dream, as we sat there chatting over the transcontinental phone, that Mel Blanc, out
there in California, was confined to a wheel chair, still convalescing from extremely painful, near-fatal
injuries suffered in a grim automobile accident about 11 months ago. He was cheerful, uncomplaining,
eager to talk about his work which he still carries on busily, undaunted by his handicap.

"I'mavery lucky guy," he said, and meant it. ""Lucky to be here at all. Know what the doctor told me
when | asked him how many bones | had broken? He said if any friends of mine ever told me about
breaking a bone, any bone except the left arm, | could tell them I had broken the same ones! That covers
quite a bit of territory, including my head, which was pretty well smashed up, too."

Mel was driving to work that fearful evening and was in the curb lane on Sunset Boulevard near UCLA.
Suddenly a youngster, driving a car at a fast clip, crossed the double lines from the other side of the
boulevard, veered across the inside lane and then plowed head on into Mel's car. It took rescuers more
than a half hour to saw him out of the wreckage and then they hurried him to the hospital of the nearby
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university more dead than alive.

Fortunate Coincidence

"Just by coincidence | had entertained the faculty at UCLA a few days earlier,and when | was brought in
one of the doctors recognized me. Man, did he go into action. He's a bone specialist. Well, he and a head
specialist and 14 other doctors worked on me all that night. | was on the critical list for three days. Since
thenI've been wearing all sorts of casts and bandages, but, by gosh, I'm still here and doing fine," said
the indomitable man of many voices.

"Just the other day," he went on cheerfully, "they took the cast
off myright legand it isinabrace now. With the help of crutches|
am beginning to get around a bit. In two or three months | should
be pretty much myself again."

One thing that has kept Mel Blanc's spirits up during the dark,
painful months since the accident has been his work. Almost as
soon as he got out of the hospital and returned to his home in
Pacific Palisades he resumed making hilarious magic with that
wonderful, flexible voice of his. He does the voices of 97 per cent
of the characters in all the Warner Bros. cartoons, you know,
including such prime favorites as Bugs Bunny (his top favorite and
one he has been doing for 25 years), Speedy Gonzales, Daffy Duck,
Porky Pig, Yosemite Sam and many others.

How did he manage to carry on, lying in bed all swathed up like a

STRICTLY BUSINGSS: Comedian Mel Blanc (right), mummy. Let him tell it.
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"My son, Noel, is a pretty clever boy," he said proudly. "He's a
lieutenantin the Army. Well, he built me a studio right here in my
own home thatis as complete and well equipped as any you'll find in Hollywood. | lay here in bed and
made sound tracks so that the boys down at Warner Bros. could keep going with the cartoons, including
that new and highly successful one, 'The Flintstones."' "
You probably heard one track he made like this for Jack Benny, in which a small squirrel hid in a bunker
hole and watched Benny whiff the breeze futily several times without connecting with the golf ball. At
last the squirrel burst out sarcastically: "It's cool now. Hit it."
And once the conversation had touched Jack Benny, Blanc was off on his favorite subject. "I've worked
with just about all of them and he's the best. I'm not just talking about his superb talents as a
comedian, but Jack Benny as a man. He is one of the kindest, most considerate men walking the earth
today. Do you know that in all the time I've been laid up he has found time to visit me in the hospital and
here at home at least once in every 10 days. He has been a source of tremendous inspiration and
encouragement to me. What a great guy he is!"
Together Again Tonight
Blanc and Benny, who have been working together since 1940, back in radio days, will be seen together
again tonight on Benny's Christmas show, but not in the familiar roles of annoying Christmas shopper
(Jack) and utterly frustrated clerk (Mel). In tonight's show Benny visits the house-bound Blanc and
they do a scenessitting beside each other. "Jack has seen the tape, and he tells meiit's very funny. I hope
you and everyone else will think so." (I'm sure we will.)
I asked Blanc how early in life he had learned that he had an outstanding gift for mimicry.
"Back in grammar school days. | guess," he said. "l used to do a lot of silly imitations for the other kids. |
got started by talking to foreign born people in my native Portland, Oregon. For instance, a Japanese
fruit pedlar. I'd point to the various fruits and vegetables he was selling and ask him what they were.
Get him talking. Then 1'd listen and when I left him | could do a pretty fair Jap dialect. I've been doing
that sort of thing ever since | can remember picking up accents, dialects and odd sounds everywhere
I've been."
"Isit true that you actually have 300 different, so-called voices?" | asked him.
"Oh, I guess it's really more than that," he said in all
modesty.
Blanc had his first radio show on station KGW in Portland
in 1927, just after he had been graduated from high
school and he has been in show business ever since, and
his is a voice (or voices) known and beloved to millions of
listeners.
From Portland, Blanc drifted down to Hollywood where he
began his career as a voice specialist for Warners, a job he
still holds. Then came radio and his signing with Jack
Benny in 1940. His first appearance with Benny was for
therole of "Carmichael the Bear," and he was such a
success Jack made him a permanent member of the cast.
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He became famous in his own right as the station master (remember him? Anaheim, Azusa and Cuca-
monga) the clerk in the annual Christmas show and as the sound of the famous old Maxwell.

Feared TV

When Benny went to television, Blanc had some serious doubts about his ability to make the switch. For
so many years he had been cloaked in anonymity, just a voice. He didn't believe he could perform as
effectively as a visual entertainer. He couldn't have been more wrong for he turned out to be the perfect
image of all his radio voices and characters. The public loved and still loves him. In addition to his
cartoon work, and his career on the Benny program, Blanc also owns his own commercial company,
known as Mel Blanc Associates. The concern produces humorous commercials for many of the top
accounts in the country and Blanc admits he "loves those residuals."

A mighty busy and contented man, this courageous Mel Blanc. Happy in his work, still very much in love
with his wife of many years, Estelle, and so proud of son, Noel, he has every right to describe himself as
"alucky guy." And he's a mighty nice one, too.

Why don't you look in on him on the Benny show tonight? He'd love to have you. And you are
guaranteed some laughs from a man who not so long ago had very little to feel funny about.

Posted by Yowp at

Labels: Jack Benny

1 comment:

Eric O. Costello 9 October 2022 at 09:08
The show (after some talking heads) can be found here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0QsyNZal1Ds
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