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Anyone Can Be 39

Why did Jack Benny lie about his age?
He did it for you.

Well, he did it to help others have fun and get laughs by pretending to be 39. It must have worked. Years after
Jack’s death in 1974, newspapers reported on people joking about being “Jack Benny's age.” It happens
occasionally today, among the older generation, granted, but the joke is still alive.

Here’s Jack talking with the New York Herald Tribune News Service about it in 1961, two days after his actual
birthday (Valentine’s Day).

Jack Benny, 39 More Years

By Joe Hyams

New York Herald Tribune Special Dispatch.
HOLLYWOOD, Feb. 16—Tuesday was a big day for Jack Benny. He celebrated his thirty-ninth birthday for the
twenty-seventh time.

"I'm 67 years old," he said. "That's my real age. In three more years I'll be 70 and how old can you get? But I
feel I can’t complain.

Benny said he doesn’t plan to ever turn 40 publicly even when he reaches
seventy. “If I actually looked my right then doing the 39 gag wouldn’t be
funny,” he said, “but just the fact that everybody says I don’t look 67 gives me
the license to cheat. A woman cheats on her age a little bit and it’s okay.
Instead of cheating a little I cheat a lot.

“I THINK THE gag started when I was about 40 and said I was 36. I stayed 36
a few years, 37 a few years and 38 and 39 for a few. Then one year I turned 40.
You’d be amazed at the newspaper editorials and letters I got complaining
about it.

“Everyone said it was a mistake for me to turn 40. That as long as I called
myself 39 a lot of other people were calling themselves 39 too, and having fun
at it. Thirty-nine is a funny age—like you don’t want to get over the hump. A
lot of kids think you're old at 40 so the next year I went back being 39 and
that’s the age I'll keep.

MAYBE BEING 39 perpetually has helped keep me young. I remember years

ago George Washington Hill used to say if you plug anything long pretty soon

Jack Benny

you begin to believe it. I guess I've been taken in by my own gag. To some

extent I think young and I still work hard.

Benny’s plans for the future and his enthusiasm for the present are undimmed by the passage of time. He
plans to continue doing a weekly CBS-TV show and spending his spare time raising money at benefit violin
concerts. Since 1956 he’s given 22 concerts, “saved” half a dozen symphony orchestras by money he’s raised to
wipe out their deficits and has been responsible for contributions of more than two and a half million dollars
to musicians’ funds.

“THIS LAST SEASON on television (1960-61) was probably the best I ever had,” Benny said. “I've never done
so many shows where everybody said the last show was the best. As long as it’s this much fun I'll never quit.
We already have titles for our next season shows. We know next season will be better but while we never try to
have a great show, we try not to have a lousy one. This thinking works all the time.

As a parting question I asked Benny how he’d suggest other people be like him—a perpetual 39.

“Stop counting,” he said.
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| tell folks I'm 39 like Jack Benny. Then | hafta explain Jack to the youngsters... :)
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