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Mel Recovers

Mel Blanc made probably the most remarkable physical comeback of anyone
associated with the radio or cartoon industries.

He was involved in a horrific car wreck on January 24, 1961. It almost killed
him. He was comatose. Bones were broken everywhere. Slowly, he healed.
Even more amazing—he resumed working. A home studio was set up so he
could read a scratch track for Warner Bros. cartoons. Eventually, he was
voicing Flintstones episodes from his bed.

Mel had been occupied on camera, but only rarely. He worked for years on
radio with Jack Benny; the last several seasons he was on almost every show.
That carried over into television. When the accident happened . . . well, why
don’t we let Mel tell you? Here’s a Boston Globe story from Sunday, December
24,1961.

"Thank God For Little Children,” Says Mel Blanc
By Elizabeth L. Sullivan

Of all the people who will be enjoying this joyful Christmas season, perhaps the most grateful is TV’s Mel
Blanc. He will be seen on the Jack Benny Show tonight (Sunday) in a wheel chair and leg cast—his first
appearance on TV since an almost fatal automobile accident last January.

"I've taken off the cast," said Mel when he called from the West Coast the other day. "It feels wonderful to see
my bare leg after a year's absence. I'll be wearing a brace on the leg for some weeks but as long as I can walk,
that's all I ask.

"I don't remember a thing about the accident. I was taken to the hospital and remained unconscious for 10
days. My wife and son were called in. The doctors told my wife, Estelle, that I was going to die. Every bone was
broken.

"My son, Noel, age 21, a sturdy lad, who served as a lieutenant in the Army, fainted dead away. He was
shocked, but my wife said over and over again: 'He's not going to die. He'll be all right.'

“The day after the accident letters and telegrams arrived from entertainers and people in all walks of life.
"And thank God for little children. Of the 15,000 letters to come to the hospital a large portion were from the
children. They sent nickels and pennies, along with chewing gum. They wanted to express their sorrow and
love. This Is the way they selected to do so.

"Jack Benny was wonderful. I'll never forget him. He visited me at least once every 10 days. If he were going to
be out of town, he'd call to let me know. And no matter where his destination, he'd always telephone—New
York, Chicago, Florida, anywhere!

"George Burns, Red Skelton, Jerry Lewis and scores of others either visited me, sent letters or telegrams.
Mayor Sam Yorty, of Los Angeles, with whom I was supposed to parade last July 4, was most solicitous.

"It was an enjoyable three months I spent in the hospital, although I was in considerable pain. I kept my
mouth shut and endured it. The doctors and nurses said I was the best patient ever.

"I'll be glad to be rid of braces and crutches so as to devote full time to my new business—Mel Blanc
Associates. I formed the organization shortly before my accident. My son carried on the business all year and
he has done an excellent job. He's a graduate of UCLA where he majored in theater arts. He's my production
manager.

"We record radio commercials and tape TV ones and I might add, 'collect residuals.' The latter came in handy
for my long illness. Anyone can use money at a time like this!" For a long time, Mel hid behind the anonymity
of his 300 voices. He started as a voice specialist for Warner Brothers' cartoons in 1937. He was heard by
millions but never seen by them. This he liked.
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