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Today is not Jack Benny’s birthday, but it might as well be. He never changed from 39 any time it came
around, so why not make every day a birthday?

Hearst columnist Jack O’Brian decided to play along when Jack’s birthday rolled around in 1952. He did a
piece on Jack about once a year for several years. We've transcribed others here, over here and here.

Today Benny Is 39 (Again) Years of Age; Radio Writer Traces His Career
By JACK O'BRIAN
NEW YORK, Feb. 14 (INS)—Comic Valentine: Jack Benny is 39 years old today.

spirit as his announcement.

he had given himself the worst of it by a whole year. He's 39 all over again, he said, and not 58 years old as
that nasty, cattish, caddish old world almanac says.

as we go. No, we didn't actually see Jack's birth certificate, although he said we could drop out to Waukegan
any time we like and look.

"Always Look Ahead"

The records of the Barrison Theatre in Waukegan, however, list on
its 1909 payroll a violinist in its orchestra named Jack Benny. Since
that would have made Jack a pit orchestra violinist four full years
before he arrived on this planet, we asked how come. "Oh, I always
was a little ahead of the other kids in Waukegan," he explained,
modestly.

Still with the 1913 Valentine's, or Benny's, day in mind, we noted the
name of a new act in a 1911 vaudeville bill, "Salisbury and Benny."
We thought it couldn’t be Jack considering Benny had bottom
billing, but, Jack sighed, indeed it was.

Miss Salisbury, first name Cora, was a "pianiste," and Jackson
fiddled while we burn midnight oil trying to figure out how he
managed it at the age of minus-two.

"Amazing Child"

"I certainly was an amazing child," was Jack's modest explanation.
Top billing was accomplished in a violin-piano act called "Benny and
Woods," which appeared at the Palace, capital of vaudeville, in 1917.
Age four.

In 1918, five years old, Jack joined the navy for World War 1.

Ten years old—his first appearance at the Palace "in one," meaning a solo spot at last. He was married at 14

the fountain of youth where he traded in the May store.
In 1929 Jack answered the call of the newly audible films.
At 17 (we will check that certificate, after all), Jack starred in the Vanities and two years later made his radio

his radio show.

The years and honors then started heaping, upon the "youth's" shoulders.

Finally, in 1950 Jack was selected "the greatest radio personality in 25 years" by radio editors of the U. S. and
Canada.
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Go argue with Jack yourself if you want to take exception. We don't. We're just taking Jack's word, in the same

Seems Jack took another look at his birth certificate (hadn't looked since last Valentine's day) and discovered

It therefore behooves us to set down a capsule profile of Jack, keeping his “birth day” of Feb. 14, 1913 in mind

(maybe we'd better have a look at that birth record after all), having located the salesgirl of his dreams behind

debut. Within two more years the country celebrated Jack's coming of age and the first Number One rating for

B

View my
complete
profile

Blogs to See

[E] way Too Damn Lazy To
Write A Blog

Noir City 19

Postponed

(thanks A
\gi\‘

i ,,\.- LOT,
Omicron) -
= *The hope

for 2022 was that

screenings, festivals and
events would finally return
at least semi-permanently,
but, alas, COVID-19 has the
las...
29 minutes ago

(4 Cartoon Research
In His Own Words: Willis
Pyle - Pyle worked at
Disney and UPA and later
enjoyed a long career as a
freelance animator on such
projects as Richard
Williams' Raggedy Ann and
Andy.
7 hours ago

[l[3 News From ME
Orlando Busino, R.I.P. -
Veteran gag cartoonist
Orlando Busino has left us
at the age of 95. | don't
write these about a lot of
magazine cartoonists but
Mr. Busino did exceptional

10 hours ago
[E] Movies with Michael

u . Way Out
o West
(1937) - If
*Sons of
the Desert *
(1933) is
Laurel and Hardy’s most
popular feature than *Way
Out West* is a close
second. Its popularity is well
founded as t...
23 hours ago

) Fernando Llera Blog
Cartoons

1/5


https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/
https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-omYZGCAxrzg/X_t3YfravrI/AAAAAAABdm0/1qQZ1Uj38sIwAMq4IO4oGoSGVdQEyvXaACLcBGAsYHQ/s955/JACK%2BBDAY%2B1957.jpg
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2018/02/ruling-radio-roost.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2014/05/theres-no-new-haven-for-tv.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2020/01/double-benny.html
https://www.blogger.com/profile/09264605351878574044
https://www.blogger.com/profile/09264605351878574044
https://www.blogger.com/profile/09264605351878574044
https://psychotronicpaul.blogspot.com/
https://psychotronicpaul.blogspot.com/
https://psychotronicpaul.blogspot.com/2022/01/noir-city-19-postponed-thanks-lot.html
https://cartoonresearch.com/
https://cartoonresearch.com/index.php/in-his-own-words-willis-pyle/
https://www.newsfromme.com/
https://www.newsfromme.com/2022/01/13/orlando-busino-r-i-p/
https://movieswithmichael506.blogspot.com/
https://movieswithmichael506.blogspot.com/
https://movieswithmichael506.blogspot.com/2022/01/way-out-west-1937.html
https://fernandollera.blogspot.com/
https://www.blogger.com/
https://www.blogger.com/home
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/logout?d=https://www.blogger.com/logout-redirect.g?blogID%3D3738012638904762739%26postID%3D4738730069745534201

1/14/22, 7:42 AM

Tralfaz: 58 = 39

Last year he did the Korea route again for the troops—his fifth overseas trip—and this year . . . well, it seems to
be most notable so far for his successful if occasional dip into TV. And of course, today for his 39th birthday.
Quite a career—43 fears in the public eye at the age of 39.

Don't quibble: Just say happy birthday with the hope he'll keep right on beings our comic Valentine.

Posted by Yowp at (
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