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Good Night, Joanie
Jack Benny had a little message at the end of his
broadcasts when he was out of Los Angeles in the late
‘30s-early ’40s.  

“Good night, Joanie,” he would say. 

It was a private recognition of his little daughter Joan,
listening back home before being put to bed.  

Little Joanie passed away last Thursday, a week before her
87th birthday. She and her father both succumbed to
pancreatic cancer.  

Joan grew up in the spotlight, with movie magazines
running feature stories about the Benny family when she
was a child. Her first wedding drew huge press attention,
mainly because her father spent and spent and spent
some more on it, in contrast to his radio character. She stood in for her mother in the end days of the radio
episodes, and even appeared on the radio and TV shows. No doubt fans are rushing to video sharing sites,
re-watching her and her dad on Password in the early ‘60s.  

She is probably best known as what they used to call an “authoress” by taking her father’s memoires, adding
her own memories, and compiling “Sunday Nights at Seven.” She remarked that she didn’t think it would be
popular because she had nothing bad to say about her father. But she loved him very much, and so did fans,
who snapped up copies as soon as they came out.  

Jack Benny died December 26, 1974. Joan, naturally, was one from whom reporters at the time wanted to
hear. She was featured in a story from the Philadelphia Inquirer of January 14, 1975 that was syndicated
across the U.S.  

My thanks to Bill Cairns for use of the photo of father and daughter.  

Jack Benny's Daughter, Joan, Recalls Life With Dad  
By ELAINE TAIT  
Knight Newspapers Writer 
PHILADELPHIA, Pa.—"Daddy had the greatest enthusiasm about everything. We used to laugh at him. He
would say something like 'this is the greatest glass of water I have ever had in my life' and mean it."  
Joan Benny Blumofe smiles a lot when she talks about her father, the late Jack Benny. But there are times
when tears well up suddenly in those lovely, expressive eyes.  
Joan was in town this past week to tape a Benny tribute for a Jan. 24 Mike Douglas show. She was adopted by
Benny and his wife when the comedian was 40 and she was an infant. Despite the age difference, she and her
father were very close, she says.  
Both were baseball fans and they haunted the stadium where the Hollywood Stars played. They shared an
enthusiasm for classical music, something that in the last 20 years of Benny's life, became more important
than his comedy work according to Joan.  
Despite his reputation as a comedian, Benny wasn't a funny father, Joan says. "He would tell us jokes he had
heard at the club then explain why a certain story was funny even though you already knew why."  
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Labels: Jack Benny

As an example of this "unfunny" characteristic Joan recounted the time she told her father a story she thought
was funny. She got to the punch line and drew a blank look from Benny. "I said 'that's the story Daddy,' and he
said 'oh'," Joan recalls.  
"So I said, 'let me try again.' Again, nothing. Two hours later we were talking about something else, he said
'That was a great story.' And he then explained to me why it was funny.  
"I wish I could be more like him," Joan says. "He had no guile. No ulterior motives. Mother was the stronger
person. She would tell him to look out for someone she suspected was trying to use him and Daddy would
listen. But he was never convinced.  
"Daddy couldn't care less about clothing. Mother saw to it he was dressed properly. He might wear purple
socks if Mother didn't supervise. He didn't understand status dressing like Gucci shoes."  
Like father like daughter.  
Joan, who is 40 but looks younger, says she dresses in jeans and
wears virtually no makeup. For the Douglas show, she wore a
denim pantsuit that de-emphasized her petite, feminine
prettiness.  
Joan, who was slightly nervous about doing the Douglas show,
(she left show business to raise a family of four), says her father
was always nervous.  
"Really talented people always are," she says. "He worried about
everything as far as his profession was concerned but I thought
he hid it well."  
Benny doted on his first grandson, Michael, Joan's son. He took
the boy everywhere, to Expo in Montreal and to one of the early
space launchings. 
"He was always recognized. I think he was unhappy if he wasn't.
He and Bob Hope once compared vacations which each other
had taken to get away for some peace and quiet. When he wasn't
recognized in two days he came home," Joan says. "He hated it.
Bob said he had the same experience. 
“He was a great visitor, popping in on friends. He loved to walk. That's not unusual anywhere but in
Hollywood. I drive to the corner to mail a letter.  
"He was a pushover as a father," Joan says, and her eyes begin to mist. Records show she isn't exaggerating.
When she was married at 21, the man whose comedy reputation had been based on being a skinflint, gave her
a wedding that was estimated to cost from $25,000 to 150,000.  
Asked to share special memories, she remembers how every week when she was three or four. Benny would
take her for an excursion through the Calif. countryside. "He'd always say that the car wouldn't start until I
gave him a kiss." There's a pause and a visible effort to regain composure.  
"I don't know yet what I can talk about without crying," she apologizes as she rushes off to the Douglas taping.  
The explanation is unnecessary. A whole country will know how she feels.

3 comments:

Steve 14 June 2021 at 09:45

I have the "Sunday Night" book, and reading it one gets the distinct impression she and Mary did not get
along. Joan tells in the book about reuniting with her caretaker Signe Bensen years later, and Signe said
among other things that Joan was lucky, her parents actually wanted her. Not just for publicity.
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Errol 14 June 2021 at 10:09

Sorry to hear that. The end of a legacy. Godspeed Joan. R.I.P.
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Hans Christian Brando 15 June 2021 at 17:33

What a relief: no "Bennie Dearest."
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