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Veola
At the age of 6, she was known as “The Wild Rose of KHJ.” A few
decades later, you could hear her on the Jack Benny radio show,
playing perky French governesses, sales clerks from Alabama or
sexy women, who got knowing laughs from the audience
whenever a reference was made to her, um, physical appearance. 

She was Veola Vonn. 

Well, at least she was for a time. Before that she was billed as
Viola Vonn, and when she appeared on KHJ radio in Los Angeles
in 1924 she was named Vyola Von. It turns out they were all stage
handles. 

There were other names, too, thanks to holy matrimony. Vonn
married radio actor Hanley Stafford in 1940 after he was involved
in a rather messy divorce. The witness at their wedding was
another actor, Frank Nelson. She and Stafford remained wed until he died in 1968, then Vonn married Nelson
two years later (just after his divorce). That lasted until he died in 1986. 

A little detective work using on-line government data has
revealed a bit more background. To the right, you see
Brazilian documentation stating her father’s name was
Frank Von Frankerberg. Actually, that’s not correct. His
last name was Von Frankenberg and his actual first
name was Ingo, though he later went by Frank. He was
a salesman from Pine Bluff, Arkansas who married one
Rose Kerner in November 1917. Only Rose was better
known, according to Variety at the time, as Peggy
LaRue of the Reisenweber Revue, “The Girl With the
Perfect Figure,” so Veola came by her show biz talent
quite naturally. 

Her parents remained in New York while he she headed for Hollywood; she was already in motion pictures
when she began her regular appearances on KHJ. She could dance (a Los Angeles Times photo shows her
dancing a buck-and-wing on the hood of two-tone Auburn) and in the ‘30s she was singing in clubs before
Eddie Cantor put her on his radio show as Mademoiselle Fifi in 1937. Her French accent was extremely
convincing, and she found steady work using it (and other accents) on network radio. After the death of
Blanche Stewart, she began acting as Mary Livingstone’s stand-in on the Benny radio show. 

Vonn’s press people decided to get hopping in 1953 as a number of short newspaper articles about her
appear. We’ll pass along a few. The first is from March 12th. 

Learning To Speak English Language Like Frenchwoman Pays
Off For Film Actress
By BEN COOK
United Press Staff Correspondent 
HOLLYWOOD — (UP) — The trick is not to speak French as the French would speak it, but to
speak English like a Frenchwoman.
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That is the system that paid off, anyway, for Veola Vonn, who parlayed a high school course in
French into a successful radio career, and now into a screen career. 
She never could seem to make any real headway when she studied French in high school at Los
Angeles. But she did learn to toss in a "oui, oui" now and then and to shrug her shoulders and
gesture the way an American thinks a Frenchwoman ought to. 
She even fooled Charles Boyer, who mistook her for a real, honest-to-goodness French gal. It was
one of her proudest moments. 
"He began talking French to me," she recalls, "and I answered him in English—with accent, of
course. I was doing fine until he asked me what part of France I came from." 

In South Seas Film 
Miss Vonn is displaying her stock in trade once
again in an important role as a French hotel owner
in "Sulu Sea," a Warner Brothers picture starring
Burt Lancaster and Virginia Mayo. She plays the
aunt of three teen-age nieces, and, instead of
guarding them from a three-way romance with the
worldly Lancaster eggs them on in true French
theatrical tradition. 
Veola entered radio 10 years ago on an Eddie
Cantor program and since then has displayed her
delightful French accent on nearly every big radio
show. So well established is she as a French
comedienne that radio script writers simply jot
down, "a Veola part," when they want to describe a
French character. 
"Sulu Sea" is her second picture. Her first was "The

Big Sky," in which she showed she could look as well as sound, authentically Gallic in the role of
a French barmaid. 
Miss Vonn was born in New York and is the wife of Hanley Stafford, radio actor who for years
played the role of Baby Snooks' father.

It would appear Veola met with a gaggle of reporters toward the end of the year. Both the National Enterprise
Association and United Press took the same angle in their stories. The first appeared in papers around
December 22nd as part of a column on a number of celebrities, the second is from November 19th. 

Veola Vonn Says Seductive Voice Beats Oomph Shape 
By ERSKINE JOHNSON
HOLLYWOOD (NEA)—A Hollywood radio actress, hailed by Jack Benny and Edgar Bergen as
"the girl with the most-undressed voice on the air," insists that a plunging contralto is more
important to a woman's sex appeal than a plunging neckline.
"Voice seduction," says Veola Vonn, "is much better than a 38-inch bust. Marlene Dietrich could
quote racing odds and still sound inviting."
A regular on the Benny, Bergen and other top CBS radio shows from Hollywood, Veola's theory
is: "Too many would-be femmes fatales stress the wrong thing They're more interested in
undressing themselves than their voices. Many an illusion has been shattered when a walking
dream attempts to be a talking dream." 

VEOLA MAKES IT PAY
'Undressed Voice' Cloaked by Radio
By VERNON SCOTT
HOLLYWOOD (UP)—The name Veola Vonn is not well known, but her sultry voice has paved
the way to a sparkling income in radio because, as she says, "A plunging contralto is more
important than a plunging neckline." 
Described by Jack Benny and Edgar Bergen as radio's most "undressed voice," Veola is well
qualified to discuss physiques. She has a neat 38-inch measurement herself. 
Too many would-be temptresses stress the wrong thing," according to Veola. "Gals are more
interested in the measuring tape than in scales musical ones. Seductiveness begins and ends with
a woman's voice as far as I'm concerned." 
THE POLISH-Hungarian actress says many illusions have been shattered when so-called
"walking dreams" turn out to be nightmares the minute they open their mouths. Veola, who uses
a variety of dialects as a regular on the Benny program and other radio shows, once received a
marriage proposal from a Frenchman who heard her as a sensuous Parisienne maid on the
Benny program. She never studied the language.
"That just proves the importance of the sound of sex," Veola smiled. "No matter what the
nationality, language, accent or dialect, the voice is still the thing. That sound has got to be
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there." 
TO PROVE her point, Veola thought a minute
and came up with a good example Marilyn
Monroe.
"That gal has one of the sexiest figures in the
business, and she has a vocal coach working to
make her sound like she looks. And Lauren
Bacall spent hours yelling at the top of her
lungs until her voice was husky enough to suit
Howard Hawkes who directed her first
picture." 
Summing up her theory, Veola says, "A girl
with a good figure and no voice just can't
make the grade. But give any kind of a gal a sexy voice and men will forget about her shape."

Vonn’s first appearance on the Benny show was January 25, 1942 as a French maid. By the time the radio
show signed off in 1955, she was standing in for an increasingly absent Mary Livingstone and taking parts in
playlets that Mary would have done in earlier years. 

Vonn was born on July 27, 1918 and died in Glendale on October 28, 1995.
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Norm McCabe (5)

Pat Matthews (10)

Paul Julian (13)

Paul Terry (2)

Sara Berner (5)

Screwy Squirrel (34)

Spider-Man (1)

Terrytoons (84)

Tex Avery (468)

Tom and Jerry Human (29)

Tralfaz Sunday Theatre (17)

Ub Iwerks (80)

UPA (57)

Van Beuren (94)

Vernon Scott (42)

Virginia MacPherson (14)

Walt Disney (145)

Walter Lantz (241)

Warner Bros. (586)

Who Killed Who (10)
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