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Sunday, 8 September 2019

I Made Jack Benny
Jack Benny appeared on Ed Sullivan’s CBS radio show on March 29,
1932 (8:45 p.m. Eastern) and the story goes the folks at Canada Dry
heard him and signed him to a twice-weekly, half-hour show on NBC’s
WJZ network. 

That isn’t quite the way George Olsen remembered it. 

He claimed he suggested Benny be signed to his programme, and was
therefore responsible for beginning Benny’s fame and fortune on radio
and TV. 

Unfortunately—at least for now—there’s nothing I can find from
contemporary sources which confirm Olsen’s version of events, or even
that Olsen was signed first for the show. 

Variety of April 26, 1932 reveals Olsen and Benny had both been inked to
start May 2nd on a show for Canada Dry. Benny had, not too many days
before, begun a co-MCing job on stage with Lou Holtz; I can find no hint
anywhere he was in talks to go on radio. However, Variety of April 12th talks about Olsen negotiating with
NBC as his CBS deal was running out. Olsen soon made an appearance on WEAF (the flagship of the NBC
Red network) on Louis Sobol’s Lucky Strike show. Benny, of course, was sponsored by Lucky Strikes years
later. There was another Benny connection—the announcer was Howard Claney, who later plugged
Chevrolets on one iteration of Jack’s show. 

One thing is clear if you listen to that very first Canada Dry show—it’s as much Olsen’s show as it is Benny’s.
Olsen and his singers seem to take up about half the time with musical numbers, with Jack doing “funny”
patter in between. Mercifully, a decision was made to bring Olsen and his wife Ethel Shutta into the chatter
and soon that was expanded to include the announcer and actors hired to play characters. The show became
more and more comic, relying less and less on music. 

This feature piece came from the Hackensack Record, Feb. 8, 1958. As the story indicates, Canada Dry’s
agency, N.W. Ayer, moved the show to CBS later in the year. Olsen and Shutta stayed behind at NBC and
hooked onto a show with Baron Munchausen (Jack Pearl) before year’s end. 

George Olsen Gave Jack Benny A Big Push
Paramus Restaurateur Was Noted Band Leader In Years Gone Past
By KENNETH G. WALLACE 
To the present generation of teen-agers and young people, the name of George Olsen may not mean a great
deal. But to us a bit, er, more advanced in years, reference to George Olsen and his music brings back fond
memories. In the phraseology of the younger set — man, he was the greatest. 
Olsen, now a Bergen County resident (he lives in an apartment in River Edge) and mine host at a favorite
dining spot, Olsen's on Paramus Road in Paramus, has come into the news recently with an invitation to
appear with Jack Benny on a television show next Thursday. On the show, Shower of Stars, Benny is slated to
make a memorable step — he's going to celebrate his 40th birthday. 
Olsen decided not to make the trip to the West Coast to appear with Benny, only after being strongly tempted
to make the long jaunt. 
But just seeing Olsen's name in the publicity released by the Columbia Broadcasting System, brought back a
lot of memories. It surprised us a bit, too, to learn from the publicity that Olsen had been instrumental in Jack
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Benny's career, and as a matter of fact had been largely responsible for making Benny a big star. 
It seemed like a good excuse to visit Olsen at his intimate place and to mix business and pleasure. So we got
George Olsen to sit down with us while we ordered lunch, asked him about this Jack Benny T. V. show
business and got him started talking about old times. Talking, that is, in between phone calls every five
minutes from prospective dishwashers for whom George had advertised.
Well, then, what was this about giving Benny his start? It was back in 1931, Olsen recalled. He had just
finished a 4-week engagement at the Palace Theater on bills which had included such other personalities as
Milton Berle, Beatrice Lillie, the Mills Brothers, Fifi D'Orsay, and other big stars, when he was called to do
another series of radio shows. It should be recalled here that for nearly 10 years before that, George Olsen and
His Music was one of the biggest attractions in show business and that he had created a tremendous following
on radio with one of the most popular air shows of all time. 

But getting back to the Benny story: Olsen was asked to add a feature to
the radio show something along the line of the comedy business he had
done with Norman Brokenshire in broadcasts from the Pennsylvania.
That was when Olsen and Brokenshire exchanged gags and introduced a
new angle to broadcasting technique. 
So Olsen ran through a long list of comedians at a booking agency and
came across the name of Jack Benny. Now Benny wasn't exactly an
unknown; he had been well-known in vaudeville, did night club work,
etc., and Olsen figured this was the man he wanted. 
So the broadcasts started. Some of you may still recall those
introductions of Olsen's when he'd say: "Ladies and gentlemen, this is
Jack Denny." And Benny would interrupt: "No, Mr. Olsen, not Denny;
it's Benny, Jack Benny." Or maybe Olsen would say Ben Bernie, and get
the sheepish correction again. 
And you may recall, too, that it was Olsen who was the penny-pincher
then — a role Benny has himself assumed. Anyway, the radio shows
went on for 26 weeks, and as well as adding luster to Olsen's already
long list of credits, it created a new radio character named Jack Benny. 
Olsen got another offer — an increase to move to another network but

he refused, saying he'd stay loyal to those who had started him. Benny, however, moved over and so the Jack
Benny show was born.
And the career Olsen had started blossomed. 
Benny or no Benny, Olsen went on as a big attraction just the same, playing all over the county at all the
biggest theaters, hotels, night clubs, and on college occasions, until 1950, when the great George Olsen and
His Music aggregation was disorganized and Olsen himself went into temporary retirement. 
Olsen was born in Portland, Ore., and says he migrated into show business naturally since his father was a
moving man and he helped bring sets and equipment into theaters. Just one look at the theater did it — and he
was in it for the rest of his life. He got his big break when the band he had organized in Portland was heard by
Fannie Brice and she recommended him to Ziegfeld. Ziegfeld brought him cast and two big hit shows
immediately followed, "Kid Boots" in 1923 and the "Follies" in 1924 with Will Rogers and W. C. Fields.
Most people in this section of the country remember Olsen best for his music at the Pennsylvania Hotel and
Pennsylvania Roof, where he played for nearly three years straight, after which he left to go into "Good News"
in 1927 and "Whoopee" after that. 
Ethel Shutta, whom George had married several years before, joined the band as the star vocalist in 1930 (she
had been in several shows before, one of them "Louis the 14th" with Leon Errol) and many long-run
engagements followed, including two years at the Ambassador in Los Angeles; two years at the College Inn
and five years at the Edgewater Beach in Chicago. The marriage to Ethel Shutta ended in divorce and Olsen is
now married to a former Englewood girl, Claralee Pilcer. 
One of the biggest attractions in show business during his time, Olsen saw the handwriting on the wall as early
as the Middle Thirties for the band business. As George puts it, every player wanted a band of his own and
soon there were five bands for every date and it began to take the shape of a cannibalistic business. Olsen
refused to have any part of it — and his price was met by those who wanted George Olsen and His Music. It got
tougher as time went on, particularly as the players grumbled about the long jumps and after 4 more years at
the Edgewater Beach, Olsen called it quits in 1950. 
He loafed around a bit, joined Hackensack Golf Club and frankly admits he would have gone nuts being idle if
it hadn't been for golf. You'd see him, as a matter of fact, in Charlie Mayo's pro shop in the middle of winter,
dabbling with his golf clubs to keep busy. 
Then he heard of the chance to buy the place on Paramus Road. So George bought it after thinking about it
only a few days, and he's in the restaurant business now. 
It's not exactly new to him, though. He was in business before — restaurants and night clubs along with his
handwork and one of the places in which he had an interest was world-famous — the gigantic International
Casino on Broadway, long since folded.

references may be found
regarding two-strip
Technicolor. I have been
guilty of discussing Walter
Lantz’s King of Jazz
(1930)...
1 day ago

AFRTS Archive
Mary
Turner
1985 - Mary
Turner
today Mary
Turner
really

rocked the house. Normally
when any of the jocks got a
reaction, it'd be split. The
ones that were really liked
wou...
3 days ago

The World of Knight
TONIGHT,
11:54 PM. -
COPYRIGH
T 2020 BY
MILTON
KNIGHT

3 days ago

Yowp
Hanna-
Barbera
Birthday
Did-You-
Knows - 63
years ago
today, some

forms were signed by
George Sidney, Bill Hanna
and Joe Barbera creating
what eventually became the
biggest TV cartoon
operation i...
1 week ago

Supervised By Fred
Avery: Tex Avery's
Warner Brothers
Cartoons

Wabbit
Twouble: A
Small
Addendum
to An
Outstanding
Podcast -

Original animation drawing
from Wabbit Twouble with
color notations for the ink
and paint department.
Release date: 12/20/41
Availability: Looney Tunes
Gol...
3 weeks ago

Mark Kausler's CatBlog
The Lady and the Tiger -
From the Cathy Hill Archive
of Unpublished Comics
comes “The Lady and the
Tiger”. This story was
drawn before Cathy started
the “Mad Raccoons” series.
U...
4 weeks ago

Termite Terrace
headlines
Porky's Hot Dog Intake -
Western Publishing
definitely isn't free of
cannibalism when it comes

https://2.bp.blogspot.com/-SVc1LlDwI-w/XWo8I-R_X0I/AAAAAAABWCg/SrXmH5UTdRI-L32Xu8mCVa0CQ8s739CDQCLcBGAs/s1600/OLSEN%2BBROKENSHIRE.png
http://afrtsarchive.blogspot.com/
http://afrtsarchive.blogspot.com/
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/AfrtsArchive/~3/ki1OopSnIUY/mary-turner-1985.html
http://miltonknight.blogspot.com/
http://miltonknight.blogspot.com/
http://miltonknight.blogspot.com/2020/07/tonight-1154-pm.html
https://yowpyowp.blogspot.com/
https://yowpyowp.blogspot.com/
https://yowpyowp.blogspot.com/2020/07/hanna-barbera-birthday-did-you-knows.html
http://texaveryatwb.blogspot.com/
http://texaveryatwb.blogspot.com/
http://texaveryatwb.blogspot.com/2020/06/wabbit-twouble-small-addendum-to.html
https://itsthecat.com/blog
https://itsthecat.com/blog/the-lady-and-the-tiger/
http://termiteterraceheadlines.blogspot.com/
http://termiteterraceheadlines.blogspot.com/2020/06/porkys-hot-dog-intake.html


7/18/2020 Tralfaz: I Made Jack Benny

https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2019/09/i-made-jack-benny.html 3/6

Newer Post Older PostHome

Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom)

Posted by Yowp at 07:09 

Labels: Jack Benny

Sign out

 Notify me

Comment as: Garth (Google)

PublishPublish  PreviewPreview

Enter your comment...

No comments:

Post a comment

to comics
featuring
Porky Pig.
These are
just some of
the covers
in which

Porky is ei...
4 weeks ago

Peter Gray's Comics and
Art

An early
Tom Thug
page for
sale and
other comic
art by Lew
Stringer go

to link and ebay.. -
http://lewstringercomics.blo
gspot.com/2020/02/original-
art-for-sale.html
https://www.ebay.co.uk/sch/
graphite47/m.html?
_nkw=&_armrs=1&_ipg=&_f
rom=
5 months ago

What About Thad?
Cartoon Logic Podcast -
And yet another distraction
from this brick and mortar
blog… I’ve entered the
world of podcasting with
renowned animation
director and historian Bob
Jaques...
10 months ago

Likely Looney, Mostly
Merrie
That's all, folks! - My posts
have gotten thinner over the
years. I'm aware of that. I've
been hopeful for a long
time, that I can remain
active with blogging and
sharing furth...
1 year ago

Dr. Grob's Animation
Review
The Flying Man - 'The
Flying Man' is a very short
absurdist film in which a
man drops his coat to take
a swim in mid air. Another
man with a dog drops by,
tries the same th...
1 day ago

►  2020 (215)

▼  2019 (376)

►  December (32)

►  November (30)

►  October (31)

▼  September (31)

Kiss of the Hick Chick

Radio Time With Jack
Benny

Am I Happy! And Will
YOU Be Happy!

Blog Archive

https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2019/09/mckimsons-farmer.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2019/09/nbc-comics-unanimated-cartoons.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/feeds/9108176547861238734/comments/default
https://www.blogger.com/profile/09264605351878574044
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2019/09/i-made-jack-benny.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Jack%20Benny
https://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=3738012638904762739&postID=9108176547861238734&target=email
https://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=3738012638904762739&postID=9108176547861238734&target=blog
https://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=3738012638904762739&postID=9108176547861238734&target=twitter
https://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=3738012638904762739&postID=9108176547861238734&target=facebook
https://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=3738012638904762739&postID=9108176547861238734&target=pinterest
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/logout?d=https://www.blogger.com/logout-redirect.g?blogID%3D3738012638904762739%26postID%3D9108176547861238734
https://www.blogger.com/profile/03494079419863870739
http://termiteterraceheadlines.blogspot.com/
http://petergraycartoonsandcomics.blogspot.com/
http://petergraycartoonsandcomics.blogspot.com/
http://petergraycartoonsandcomics.blogspot.com/2020/02/an-early-tom-thug-page-for-sale-and.html
http://www.whataboutthad.com/
http://www.whataboutthad.com/2019/09/07/cartoon-logic-podcast/
http://likelylooneymostlymerrie.blogspot.com/
http://likelylooneymostlymerrie.blogspot.com/2019/01/thats-all-folks.html
https://drgrobsanimationreview.com/
https://drgrobsanimationreview.com/2020/07/17/the-flying-man/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2020/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2019/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2019/12/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2019/11/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2019/10/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2019/09/
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2019/09/kiss-of-hick-chick.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2019/09/radio-time-with-jack-benny.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2019/09/am-i-happy-and-will-you-be-happy.html


7/18/2020 Tralfaz: I Made Jack Benny

https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2019/09/i-made-jack-benny.html 4/6

Spike Surprise

W. Wren, Take Two

Fred, Fans and Fuzzless
Peaches

Olive Oyl Has Bananas
Today

West of the Pesos
Background

Look Who's In Town

He Came to Save Van
Beuren

Agony

Fish! FIIIISH!

He Was Always a Boy

Viva Unmatched Shots

Blitz Wolf Background

The Towel and Billboard
Lady, Phyllis Newman

Two Remleys, Part Two

The Other Guy at
Terrytoons

Where'd That Come
From?

Popcorn Chicken

Two Remleys, Part One

Washing Away the
Housewife

McKimson's Farmer

I Made Jack Benny

NBC Comics, the
Unanimated Cartoons

Contented Cows

Bouncing Off the Cow

No Razzin the Fazzin

It's Helpful, Anyway

Fishy Vodka

The Muse of Labor Day

►  August (32)

►  July (31)

►  June (30)

►  May (32)

►  April (31)

►  March (31)

►  February (30)

►  January (35)

►  2018 (379)

►  2017 (380)

►  2016 (396)

►  2015 (389)

►  2014 (390)

►  2013 (388)

https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2019/09/spike-surprise.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2019/09/w-wren-take-two.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2019/09/fred-fans-and-fuzzless-peaches.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2019/09/olive-oyl-has-bananas-today.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2019/09/west-of-pesos-background.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2019/09/look-whos-in-town.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2019/09/he-came-to-save-van-beuren.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2019/09/agony.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2019/09/fish-fiiiish.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2019/09/he-was-always-boy.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2019/09/viva-unmatched-shots.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2019/09/blitz-wolf-background.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2019/09/the-towel-and-billboard-lady-phyllis.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2019/09/two-remleys-part-two.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2019/09/the-other-guy-at-terrytoons.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2019/09/whered-that-come-from.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2019/09/popcorn-chicken.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2019/09/two-remleys-part-one.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2019/09/washing-away-housewife.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2019/09/mckimsons-farmer.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2019/09/i-made-jack-benny.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2019/09/nbc-comics-unanimated-cartoons.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2019/09/contented-cows.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2019/09/bouncing-off-cow.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2019/09/no-razzin-fazzin.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2019/09/its-helpful-anyway.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2019/09/fishy-vodka.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2019/09/the-muse-of-labor-day.html
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2019/08/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2019/07/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2019/06/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2019/05/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2019/04/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2019/03/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2019/02/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2019/01/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2018/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2017/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2016/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2014/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2013/


7/18/2020 Tralfaz: I Made Jack Benny

https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2019/09/i-made-jack-benny.html 5/6

►  2012 (397)

►  2011 (106)

Aline Mosby (17)

Art Davis (33)

Bad Luck Blackie (9)

Bob and Ray (10)

Bob Clampett (82)

Bob McKimson (59)

Bob Thomas (53)

Chuck Jones (142)

Columbia (33)

Counterfeit Cat (8)

Cynthia Lowry (26)

Dick Thomas (14)

Don Patterson (17)

Earl Wilson (6)

Erskine Johnson (37)

Felix the Cat (27)

Film Daily (50)

Fleischer (154)

Frank Tashlin (24)

Fred Allen (43)

Fred Brunish (11)

Friz Freleng (137)

Gene Deitch (18)

George Pal (10)

Grant Simmons (4)

Hanna and Barbera unit (99)

Hanna-Barbera (2)

Harman-Ising (61)

Henry Morgan (13)

Irv Spence (8)

Jack Benny (453)

Jay Ward (30)

Jimmy Durante (17)

John Crosby (84)

John Sutherland (28)

Johnny Johnsen (27)

Kenny Baker (6)

King-Size Canary (8)

Laugh-In (11)

Legend of Rockabye Point (6)

Little Rural Riding Hood (7)

Magical Maestro (9)

Maurice Noble (12)

Mel-O-Toons (4)

MGM (553)

Norm McCabe (5)

Pat Matthews (10)

Paul Julian (13)

Labels

javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2012/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2011/
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Aline%20Mosby
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Art%20Davis
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Bad%20Luck%20Blackie
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Bob%20and%20Ray
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Bob%20Clampett
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Bob%20McKimson
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Bob%20Thomas
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Chuck%20Jones
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Columbia
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Counterfeit%20Cat
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Cynthia%20Lowry
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Dick%20Thomas
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Don%20Patterson
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Earl%20Wilson
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Erskine%20Johnson
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Felix%20the%20Cat
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Film%20Daily
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Fleischer
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Frank%20Tashlin
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Fred%20Allen
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Fred%20Brunish
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Friz%20Freleng
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Gene%20Deitch
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/George%20Pal
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Grant%20Simmons
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Hanna%20and%20Barbera%20unit
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Hanna-Barbera
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Harman-Ising
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Henry%20Morgan
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Irv%20Spence
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Jack%20Benny
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Jay%20Ward
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Jimmy%20Durante
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/John%20Crosby
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/John%20Sutherland
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Johnny%20Johnsen
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Kenny%20Baker
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/King-Size%20Canary
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Laugh-In
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Legend%20of%20Rockabye%20Point
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Little%20Rural%20Riding%20Hood
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Magical%20Maestro
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Maurice%20Noble
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Mel-O-Toons
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/MGM
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Norm%20McCabe
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Pat%20Matthews
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Paul%20Julian


7/18/2020 Tralfaz: I Made Jack Benny

https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2019/09/i-made-jack-benny.html 6/6

Paul Terry (2)

Sara Berner (5)

Screwy Squirrel (34)

Spider-Man (1)

Terrytoons (84)

Tex Avery (468)

Tom and Jerry Human (29)

Tralfaz Sunday Theatre (17)

Ub Iwerks (80)

UPA (57)

Van Beuren (94)

Vernon Scott (42)

Virginia MacPherson (14)

Walt Disney (145)

Walter Lantz (241)

Warner Bros. (586)

Who Killed Who (10)
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