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The American Habit

Jack Benny'’s friends liked two Jack Bennys.

There was the one they saw and talked to in their daily lives. And there was the one they saw on television
and had heard for years on the radio before that.

Jack found himself not only doing “cheap” jokes on the air and, occasionally, in interviews. At times, he was in
character in front of his friends. They wanted to laugh at the tightwad, too.

Here’s an example from a United Press International column of February 10, 1960. Jack also has time to tell
the columnist why his character was so popular all those years, among other things. The quote attributed to
Fred Allen, by the way, was actually made by Jack’s former writer Harry Conn; Conn was basically saying his
words made Benny. Jack’s career lasted about 40 years after Conn stopped writing for him.

Jack Benny Is An American Habit After 28 Years On Radio, Television
By RICK DU BROW

HOLLYWOOD (UPI) — Jack Benny is an American habit.

For 28 years, it has been a Sunday night ritual in millions of homes to tune in the radio or TV set and listen to
him portray himself as a miser who tortures people with his violin - playing and won't admit he's over 39.
There are those who believe that's the way Benny really is, with the result, says Benny, "that I have to overtip."
Yet no penny-pincher was ever more popular. Why? The answer is the key to his show's continued success.
Underdog From Beginning

"From the beginning," he explains, "I was the underdog, the guy with
all the human frailties."

How did he conceive the cheapskate character?

"Well," he recalled at lunch on the terrace of the CBS-TV studio, "it
was, in a sense, an accident. Years ago, I did a couple of jokes about
being cheap, and they got laughs. So I added a couple more and
established the character.

"It's a lot easier to work now because I don't have to establish the
character when I walk out on a stage. People are laughing in
advance."

Several months ago, for instance, Benny addressed the Beverly Hills
Bar Association, which includes many of his friends— but on-stage,
even they expected him to be in character, and he was.

Lincoln His Favorite

"My favorite lawyer," he said, "was Abraham Lincoln. Lincoln once
walked 12 miles barefoot to return a library book and save three cents. That's my kind of guy."

When the lawyers appointed him Chief Justice of the "Ancient and independent Province of Beverly Hills," he
replied that he was "glad to know that the violin is no longer my only means of support.

"I don't deserve all these kind words," he added, "but as a friend of mine said. 'I've got arthritis and I don't
deserve that either'."

Off-stage, however, no actor could be more different from his role. Benny is serious, generous, an
accomplished violinist, and freely admits to being 65.

His seriousness highlights his one flaw as a comedian. He is no ad-libber. His old feuding partner on radio, the
late Fred Allen, once told him: "You couldn't ad lib a belch after a Hungarian dinner."

Needles Himself

Benny needles himself. Once, when Allen was heckling him, he said: "If I had my writers here, you wouldn't
talk to me like that and get away with it."
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Benny's generosity is best-known to the musicians of many of the nation's symphony orchestras. For the last
three and a half years; he has played violin concert dates in such cities as St. Louis, Detroit and Rochester,
N.Y., for the benefit of the musicians themselves.

He refuses to accept pay for the concerts, which have poured about $1,700,000 into the treasuries of non-
profit symphony associations to further the cause of good music.

"I used to be a musician," said Benny, "and I know classical music is a losing business. I admire and love
people who devote their lives to it. I fool around a little, of course, during the concerts but it's worth it to make
it a success."

The concerts have been such a success that last November, in Washington, D.C., he was awarded the Laurel
Leaf Award of the American Composers Alliance for his distinguished contributions to music.

Music Above Politics

A guest at the affair, Vice President Richard M. Nixon, joined Benny at the piano for an impromptu duet.
Benny, who claims his music is above politics, also is a bosom friend of another sometime accompanist,
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former President Harry S. Truman, who appeared on his TV show last October.

"He was the easiest guest I ever got," said the comedian. "Our friendship started when he was Vice President
and I went to Washington to make an appearance for Franklin D. Roosevelt.

"I met Harry at dinner, and we became quite friendly. We always exchange things on our birthdays. It's not

political at all. &) Termite Terrace

"A funny thing happened once when I tried to call him on his birthday, which I do every year. I was in Palm headlines

Springs, and I called my secretary in Hollywood six times to make the call — but he didn't answer. Popeye
"So I called Harry direct and got him in about one second, right on the dias where he was sitting in Kansas gs;sai:e
City. I wished him a happy birthday. Then I called my secretary again and still couldn't get him." (Commerci
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