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Moving From Maverick

“Sunday Night at 7” has become a wistful part of the nostalgia
of Jack Benny but there was a good portion of Benny’s career
when he was not heard at that time. For example, on radio
through most of the ‘40s until the show ended in 1955, Jack
was only heard at that time in the Eastern time zone; in the
West, his show aired at 4 p.m. and 9:30 p.m.

When Benny went to television on a somewhat regular basis,
his show aired immediately after his radio show, that is from
7:30 to 8 p.m. And he stayed there until the 1959-60 season
when he was put on the air on Sunday nights at 10 o’clock.

The previous year, Benny got pounced on by ABC’s Maverick,
which finished the season in sixth place overall. News stories

during the year talked about the ratings battle. Benny seemed
to get testy discussing it. Eventually, he simply dismissed the

whole idea of ratings. It's funny how no one ever complains

about good ratings, but when they’re bad, they're inaccurate or
there are extenuating circumstances or some such thing.

Here’s Jack putting a good face on CBS moving him away from Maverick to his new time slot. This story was

first published September 30, 1959.

Moving Day For Benny

By VERNON SCOTT

(UPI Hollywood Correspondent)

HOLLYWOOD (UPI)—Jack Benny is emigrating from his familiar Sunday night time slot (CBS
7:30 p.m.) for the first time in his 25 years on the air.

The blue-eyed 39-year-old, like Steve Allen, found the going too rough against "Maverick," and
moved to the 10 p.m. hour. Allen bugged out entirely, switching to Monday nights, leaving Ed
Sullivan to battle it out with the popular Western series.

Benny, a genuine expert on the viewing and listening habits of American audiences, believes the
change will be for the better.

“I'll find out Oct. 4 when our first show goes on the air,” he said. “Actually I've wanted the change
for five years.

“We may find an entirely new audience people who never saw me at the earlier hours. We'll lose
some of the youngsters, but they were watching ‘Maverick’ anyhow. “Sure, we will lose some
viewers who don't stay up late, but at least our audience won't be in the middle of eating dinner.”
Jack said Sunday and Monday nights are the best TV times available, explaining that most
people stay home on Monday as evidenced by poor theater and restaurant business.

“Sunday is a good day because of its importance. It affords a definite break in the living pattern
of the public,” he said.

Benny refused to comment on ratings saying, “I never pan the ratings unless I'm first or second
on the list. If a performer is any lower than that everyone thinks it's sour grapes. [ don't think
they're accurate because viewers may have their sets on and not be watching.”

The new time slot will not affect the content of Jack's regular half-hour shows.

“I've always tried to keep the show sophisticated,” he said. “Probably the studio audience will be
of a higher caliber, but the show won't be any dirtier just because it goes on after most kids are in
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bed.”

The comedian refutes the notion of over-exposure and lack of material. He maintains his
program would be easier if he were on every week instead of bi-weekly. “The more often you do a
show the simpler it becomes. You get into a groove. And if over-exposure hurts comedians I
wouldn’t be on the air at all.

Benny was moved again in the 1962-63 season to Tuesday nights at 9:30 p.m. (for Jell-O, his old radio
sponsor), but what really irked him was what happened the following season. His show stayed where it was
but CBS’ president Jim Aubrey moved Red Skelton back a half hour and installed Petticoat Junction as
Benny’s lead-in. Jack made his displeasure known publicly and not long afterward announced that he would
be on NBC the following season.

Posted by Yowp at 07:16

Labels: Jack Benny, Vernon Scott
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J Lee 4 March 2018 at 08:02

Aubrey was a weasel. But he was right on both the move and the decision a year later to turn the Benny
show into a weekly program, because the alternate-week pattern (with Bachelor Father in the 1958-59
season and with George Gobel in 1959-60) meant if another network programmed a strong show against
you, that became weekly appointment viewing. People who might like Jack but were 'meh' on Gobel or
John Forsythe would switch over the James Garner on those alternate weeks, and if they liked Brett
Maverick, then forget to switch back the weeks when Jack's show was on.
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bgrauman 4 March 2018 at 11:50

But Jim Aubrey, who declared he didn't want to schedule any more alternate week programming, could
NOT tell United States Steel { THE UNITED STATES STEEL HOUR"} and Armstrong Cork { ARMSTRONG
CIRCLE THEATRE"} to end THEIR bi-weekly dramatic anthologies on Wednesday nights simply because
they were TWO powerful advertisers (CBS needed the prestige of those programs AND their business).
The "weasel" had to wait until 1963, when U.S. Steel ended their program, and convinced Armstrong to co-
sponsor "THE DANNY KAYE SHOW" instead.
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Danny 4 March 2018 at 16:39

Hindsight being what it is, | suppose Jack should have stayed on CBS, even with PETTICOAT JUNCTION
as a lead-in. For the 1963-64 season, overall, his series placed as #12 in the top twenty. (PETTICOAT
JUNCTION was #4.) At NBC in 1964-65, he didn't even break the top fifty, while GOMER PYLE, his
competition on CBS, was #3 for the season.

Reply

Enter your comment...

= ’ Comment as:  Garth (Google) ¥

[rusn |

Z

Sign out

Preview Notify me

https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2018/03/moving-from-maverick.html

B Fernando Llera Blog

Cartoons

Female
Senate
members

| | still earning
less than
their male
counterpart

s.-©2019
fernandolleracartoons.com
1 day ago

[E] Way Too Damn Lazy To

Write A Blog

Tomorrow
Night in
Astoria:
That
Slapstick
Show -
*Tomorrow
afternoon, That Slapstick
Show celebrates its 5th
anniversary show with a
special screening of unseen
American silent comedies
from the Library...

1 day ago

Cartoon Research

Danny Kaye’s Weavie-
Weavies - Walt Disney was
always looking for
opportunities to find
additional work for his
artists. One solution was
supplying short animated
segments for features ...

2 days ago

] Termite Terrace

headlines

Popeye
Cans the
Spinach
(Commerci
al Corner) -
Due to the
Tom and
Jerry hiatus, the monthly
commercials are returning.
This month we'll look at
Popeye canning the
spinach and advertising
with other a...

1 week ago

5] The World of Knight

SATURDAY
AFTERNO
ON - Nice
view. |
actually
drew it into
a panel

today.
2 weeks ago

Mark Kausler's CatBlog
Racketty Ann’s Mystery
Flight! - Here are pages 5
through eight of “Racketty
Ann and the Lost World”.
There’s delightful fantasy
here as Racketty Ann and
Bla Bla take a ride on the
back o...

2 weeks ago

[E] Peter Gray's Comics and

Art

New blog on my Art
work...Original art...prints
for sale

2/6



8/4/2019

Newer Post Home

Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom)

https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2018/03/moving-from-maverick.html

Tralfaz: Moving From Maverick

Older Post

petergrayart
ist@gmail.c
£ | om for
prices etc..

https://peter
grayart.blog
spot.com/ Will update it like
| do on facebook.

4 weeks ago

[E] Supervised By Fred

Avery: Tex Avery's
Warner Brothers

Cartoons
Coming
Soon To
This Blog...

1 month ago

What About Thad?

Chris Reccardi Interviewed
-1 don’t want to start a
practice of publishing an
interview every time
someone from Ren &
Stimpy dies, but Chris
Reccardi (1964-2019) was
too important a f...

2 months ago

[E] Likely Looney, Mostly

Merrie

That's all, folks! - My posts
have gotten thinner over the
years. I'm aware of that. I've
been hopeful for a long
time, that | can remain
active with blogging and
sharing furth...

6 months ago

Kids, Eh?

#1288: Bird Call - #1288:
Bird Call

10 months ago

Pete
Hothead

5 | Model
Sheets -
Here are a
few model
sheets from
the first Pete Hothead short.
Released in 1952 and
directed former Tom & Jerry
animator Pete Burness. Ted
Parmelee was the...

1 year ago

Dr. Grob's Animation
Review

Cool World - Cool World'
looks like a poor man's
version of "Who Framed
Roger Rabbit'. Sure, the
film boasts Brad Pitt and
Kim Basinger as leading
actors, and it even f...

4 days ago

3/6



8/4/2019 Tralfaz: Moving From Maverick
Blog Archive

> 2019 (224)

¥ 2018 (379)
» December (32)

November (32)
October (31)
September (34)
August (35)

June (30)

May (31)

April (30)

March (31)

Birthday Bugs? Not Quite

>
>
>
>
» July (32)
>
>
>
v

A Ball of Dogs
The Accurate Avery Sign

Western Union Delivers
Johnny Olson

Egging On Warren
Multiple Woodys

Youth, Mary and
Hospitals

The Propaganda Cartoon
King

Sutherland Main Street
Tired Tom

Don't Miss It!...Unless
You Want To

He Let Him Have It
Blow the Man Up

Jack and George

The Cartoon Sophisticate
The Changing Pianist
He Was SO Thin...

His Heart Picked Peas
Hot-Cha-Cha Cat
Bunny Kaye

Daddy Day

How Van Beuren Did It
Surprising a Turtle
Who's Napoleon?
Dining With Groucho
Catch of the Day
Another Inside Joke
Moving From Maverick
That's Opera, Folks
Owl Eyes

Chickens and Magic
Honey

» February (28)

https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2018/03/moving-from-maverick.html 4/6



8/4/2019

https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2018/03/moving-from-maverick.html

Tralfaz: Moving From Maverick

» January (33)

2017 (380)
2016 (396)
2015 (389)

>
>

>

> 2014 (390)
> 2013 (388)
> 2012 (397)
> 2011 (106)

Labels

Aline Mosby (16)

MGM (499)
5/6



8/4/2019 Tralfaz: Moving From Maverick

Watermark theme. Powered by Blogger.

https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2018/03/moving-from-maverick.html

Who Killed Who (10)

6/6



