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They Couldn't Stand Him

Running gags are a staple of comedy, but Jack Benny’s writers tried stretching that to running scenarios
embracing part or all of a radio season. So we were treated to Jack warring with the Sportsmen Quartet
(1946-47), Jack and the missing Oscar (1947-48), Jack and the echo (part of 1948-49) and Jack the
songwriter (1951-52).

The most successful running routine had to be the “| Can’t Stand Jack Benny” contest, which took up part of
the 1945-46 season. The idea was brilliant. It was a way to get the Benny audience involved in the show and,
at the same time, get publicity.

Radio Life magazine of February 3, 1946 explains what happened.

They “Can’t Stand Jack Benny” because. . .

By Evelyn Rigsby

Fourteen years ago, Jack Benny pulled a comedy switch in radio. Instead of having a cast full of
stooges, he became a stooge for his cast; instead of telling jokes on the other fellow, he let the
other fellow turn the joke on him.

A few weeks ago Benny pulled another switch. This time, instead of conducting a contest on “I
like Crunchy Munchies (or) Soapsy Sudsies (or) Itsy Bitsies in fifty words or less together with a
box top or reasonable facsimile” contest, he launched a “Why I Can’t Stand Jack Benny” deal
with no tops, no wrappers, no facsimiles—no, not even a strand from a 1945 model Benny toupe.
It was a contest to satirize all contests, an insult routine to end all insult routines.

But to fifty-three winners it will pay off in $10,000—a first prize of $2,500, a second of $1,500, a
third of $1,000 and fifty added awards of $100 war bonds each.

Proof that the radio fans can go along with a gag was the mail response, which, it is estimated,
will finally tabulate at between three and four hundred thousand letters. Final judges Fred Allen,
Peter Lorre, and Goodman (Easy) Ace will name the winners.

Almost Called Off

There’s an interesting story behind
this contest which, it is claimed, will
break all records for any such
competition ever held in the state of
California. A few months ago, Benny’s
writers presented the idea as a
sequence for one program, suggesting
that the $10,000 of which the radio
Benny character had been robbed was
really a publicity stunt. While the
sequence was being “kicked around”
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someone said, “There are 130 million

million listen to you, Jack. So one

hundred million people must hate

you. Say! There’s an idea. Why don’t you run a contest—a legitimate contest, “Why I Hate Jack
Benny?”

“Why not?” replied Benny. “Only it’s no good to use the word ‘hate.’

This is just the time when we’re trying to eliminate that four letter word from the national and
international vocabulary.”
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At this point the contest idea was almost abandoned until someone came up with the substitute [5 The Exposure Sheet
wording “Why I ‘Can’t Stand’ Jack Benny,” that carried the germ of the idea, but took the curse Craig

off the hate notion. o y|§;}d Kellman's

H
Enlarge Staff 2l i B::bn:ra
The contest was announced on the December 3 [actually, 2] program and ran three weeks and \f "’_] w { 2 Redesigns:
one day, ending Christmas Eve. To handle the anticipated replies. Benny rented a shop in an off Old Faces,

New Looks - Every famous
cartoon character, from
Mickey Mouse to Bugs

By the end of the second week, the mail was 150,000 for seven days and it was necessary to add Bunny, has been
redesigned and reimagined
many times over the

R . decades, and the classic
workers coming in the morning to read. character...

business street in Beverly Hills—some space that could be spared for a month. He figured six
girls, working without too much pressure, could handle perhaps 20,000 letters a week.

three girls to the day staff and to put on a night staff of nine workers who hurried into the room
at nightfall like little gnomes, slit open the letters, and segregated them as to categories for the

About half of the replies came in rhyme. As for the reasons people can’t stand Benny, they were 2 hours ago
divided between stinginess, ill-treatment of Rochester, ill-treatment of Fred Allen, fiddle-

playing, and miscellaneous. In the miscellaneous category was a certain group which seized the [ Fernando Llera

Cartoons
contest as an opportunity to write nostalgic and “Hello, I haven’t seen you in a long time” letters. | Israeli army
Some letters went even so far as to include foot notes telling Benny they really loved him and f breaks
that he shouldn’t take the entry reply as anything more than a chance to latch onto same money Gaza Strip
s . into two
—as who wouldn't, including Jack Benny? parts. -
The accompanying box contains quotes which were chosen while the contest was still in progress ©2023

fernandolleracartoons.com
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and which were picked because they were typical replies. Some, sent in by Benny’s friends, were
not trying, to compete, but were intended as gags. Radio Life will print the winning answers.

[/5 Cartoon Research
~ Two Must-Have Cartoon
Collections - David Gerstein
was pivotal to both these
projects - both are close to
his heart: Disney Comics
and Flip The Frog.

Radio Life also published some losing answers. Actually, some were gag responses by some of Jack’s show
biz friends. These were found in the same issue. Detroit Tigers star Hank Greenberg was a running gag on
the show that year, heard moving to third base whenever Jack listened to play-by-play baseball. Tom
Breneman had a morning show on ABC catering to elderly women, who filled his studio audience. He tried on
their funny hats and gave them orchids; Jack was an honorary pallbearer at his funeral.

9 hours ago
WHY SOME CAN'T STANDHIM
I can’t stand Jack Benny because my husband won't miss his program, then we are late for [} Termite Terrace
church. He'd rather miss his chance to heaven than to miss Benny's program. —E.H.R., Glenarm, headlines
Today's
111
. . ) frer Post: The
I can’t stand Jack Benny because he’s had me on third base since the World Series, and I want to | L 1964
come home! —Hank Greenberg. * | World's Fair
Sincerely regret St. Joe residents can’t qualify for contest. We still love you here. —H.B., St. 2 Docu(rjnetr;]ta
ry and other

Joseph, Mo.

I can’t stand Jack Benny because he doesn’t play more violin solos on his program—Napoleon
Bonaparte, (P.S. My two roommates, Julius Caesar and General Grant, prefer Fred Allen’s
singing—but they’re crazy! N.B.) —Capt. A. J. H., Portland, Ore.

I can’t stand Jack Benny because he obviously hasn’t read my book. —Dale Carnegie

I can’t stand Jack Benny because he puts rocks in his pockets when he weighs himself to get
more for his money’s worth. —J.0O., Waukesha, Wis.

I can't stand Jack Benny because, while he continually talks about “good old Waukegan,” he was
smart enough to leave and never come back. —F. F., Waukegan, Ill.

1 can’t stand Jack Benny because he's always disguising himself as an old lady to get a free meal
at “Breakfast in Hollywood.” Worse yet, he won an orchid and I had to kiss him. —Tom
Breneman.

I can’t stand Jack Benny because he is giving $10,000 in prizes to people who can’t stand him
and I like him so much I don’t stand a chance to win. —M.E., Erie, Pennsylvania.

I can’t stand Jack Benny because four years ago he took the role of Charley’s Aunt away from me.

—Lucille Ball.

I can’t stand Jack Benny because he’s so young, so firm, so fully, packed, so free and easy with
his purse. That is, I don’t like him too because my great grandmother told me when she was a
little girl Jack used to give her a new Indian head penny if she would go to bed when he carne to
see her older sister. —Mrs. C.H.O., Spokane, Wash.

1 can’t stand Jack Benny because he is the type of person who would swear he had no relatives if
you asked him “Brother, can you spare a dime ?” —L.C.H., Denver, Colo.

1 can’t stand Jack Benny because I have no sense of humor. —M. C., San Leandro, Calif.

I can’t stand Jack Benny because I saw him mature from a man to a boy. —Fred Allen (who isn’t
even eligible, as he is a judge.)

I can’t stand Jack Benny because he’s tight as an olive jar when you’re having a party. —H. T.,
Glenside, Penn.

I can’t stand Jack Benny because he’s too much like a close friend of mine, and by close I do
mean Bergen! —Charlie McCarthy.
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I can’t stand Jack Benny because I can’t stand Fred Allen; I can't stand Fred Allen because I can’t
stand Charlie McCarthy. In fact, can't stand Charlie. I can't stand any of these sissy dummies
who sit on a knee and use their noses for talking. Give me a HE-MAN like Joan Davis. —S.Y.C.,
Clifton Forge, Pa.

Benny’s real-life popularity ensured the contest got plenty of publicity. Arthur Godfrey, according to Variety, got
chastised in mid-programme by management for mentioning it on his morning show; the Redhead was on
CBS at the time while Benny was on NBC. Variety wrote a think piece on not only whether the whole contest
was a bad idea (with the potential of contest losers getting upset and no longer listening), but whether reading
the winning entry was wise (Fred Allen, according to the publication, felt it should be kept off the air). In fact,
Variety reported on February 6th that Benny himself, and not the Benny “character” was “disturbed when a
Los Angeles suburbanite won his capital prize” but doesn’t say why. The item seems odd, considering Benny
continued to milk the Can’t Stand Contest on his show for a number of years. And it seems silly to not read
the entry. Benny’s huge audience was, no doubt, dying of curiosity to know what it was.

The winner was submitted by Carroll P. Craig, Sr. Craig’s poem was more than funny. It had a ring of truth,
and I'm sure that's why it was selected.

He fills the air with boasts and brags
And obsolete obnoxious gags.

The way he plays his violin

Is music’s most obnoxious sin.

His cowardice alone, indeed,

Is matched by his obnoxious greed.

In all the things that he portrays

He shows up my own obnoxious ways.

It was read beautifully by maybe the finest actor Benny ever had on his show, Ronald Colman, who after
finishing it, added to his wife: “You know, Benita, maybe the fellow that wrote this letter is right. The things that
we find fault with in others—are the same things that we tolerate in ourselves.”

Carroll Piper Craig was originally from Altoona,
Pennsylvania, born on December 26, 1896. His
father was a lawyer. The family moved to
Harrisburg where Craig enlisted in service in World
War One. In 1940, he was living at 735 Radcliffe
Avenue in Pacific Palisades, working as a
draftsman for the Douglas aircraft factory in Santa
Monica for about $2,900 a year. You see a fuzzy
photo of him from a poor scan of Radio Life to the
right. He died in Los Angeles on June 12, 1958.
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character of Steve Bradley, Jack’s P.R. flack, who

thought up ridiculous and impossible stunts to

create publicity. He appeared only rarely after the contest ended. Bradley was originally played by Dick Lane,
then resurfaced as “Dick Fisher” and then again as Bradley in the ‘50s, voiced by Hy Averback. Lane was an
actor in short films in the ‘30s and worked on a number of radio shows in the ‘40s, usually as some kind of

fast talker. As much as | like Averback, he was far inferior to Lane in the role. Lane had a distinctive voice and
delivery which became eventually famous in Los Angeles as the voice of professional wrestling and roller
games.

You can hear the winning entry read. Click on the arrow for the February 3, 1946 Benny show. The poem is at
the 25:38 mark.
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2 comments:

@ Steve Bailey 9 August 2015 at 11:42

Dick Lane is also well known to Laurel & Hardy buffs as "Hotshot" Coleman, the fast-talking publicity man
in L&H's last Hollywood movie, "The Bullfighters."

Reply

Anonymous 20 December 2016 at 14:34

Dick Lane also appeared a few times on the Phil Harris Alice Faye show. He plays the same type of
character, except he owns a Burlesque house. This is in one of the later seasons, when the show changes
over to RCA.

Reply

’ Enter comment

Newer Post Home Older Post

Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom)

>

>

>

|

<

December (33)
November (30)
October (33)
September (32)
August (34)

No Salt

Jack Benny: His Life, His
Comedy, His Timing

Explaining Woody

Say, Something IS
Burning Around Here

Tex Avery, Literally
Speaking

Before He Was Menaced
By Dennis

Of Course You Know This
Means War, Part Two

Of Course You Know This
Means War, Part One

Did Ed Benedict Invent
Charlie Brown?

It's Radio For Benny
Cue the Cue
That Left Toin

Jack Benny Becomes
Jack Benny

Lantz Designs, 1956

How To Look Like Yvonne
Craig

One of Those Corny 'B'
Pictures, Eh?

Falsetto Frolics
Broadway Benny
Much About Clutch
Pedigreedy

A Tail Of One Gag
Arthur Q

M Is For the Million
Laughs Tex Gave Me

Yes, The Post
They Couldn't Stand Him

The Journey of Gene
Deitch

Bluto Baloney
Hungry For Horse

The Tonight Show That
Died

Him Go That Way

Gritty, Grimey, Greasy
Goo

How To Keep Some
Silent Cartoons Alive

Not Quite Farewell


https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/08/yes-post.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/08/the-journey-of-gene-deitch.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/feeds/7547985798651528806/comments/default
https://www.blogger.com/profile/07460010481523481647
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/08/they-couldnt-stand-him.html?showComment=1439145764247#c563800131560549093
javascript:;
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/08/they-couldnt-stand-him.html?showComment=1482273272328#c5081434235307209492
javascript:;
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/12/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/11/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/10/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/09/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/08/
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/08/no-salt.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/08/jack-benny-his-life-his-comedy-his.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/08/jack-benny-his-life-his-comedy-his.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/08/explaining-woody.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/08/say-something-is-burning-around-here.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/08/say-something-is-burning-around-here.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/08/tex-avery-literally-speaking.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/08/tex-avery-literally-speaking.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/08/before-he-was-menaced-by-dennis.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/08/before-he-was-menaced-by-dennis.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/08/of-course-you-know-this-means-war-part_25.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/08/of-course-you-know-this-means-war-part_25.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/08/of-course-you-know-this-means-war-part.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/08/of-course-you-know-this-means-war-part.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/08/did-ed-benedict-invent-charlie-brown.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/08/did-ed-benedict-invent-charlie-brown.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/08/its-radio-for-benny.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/08/cue-cue.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/08/that-left-toin.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/08/jack-benny-becomes-jack-benny.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/08/jack-benny-becomes-jack-benny.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/08/lantz-designs-1956.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/08/how-to-look-like-yvonne-craig.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/08/how-to-look-like-yvonne-craig.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/08/one-of-those-corny-b-pictures-eh.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/08/one-of-those-corny-b-pictures-eh.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/08/falsetto-frolics.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/08/broadway-benny.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/08/much-about-clutch.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/08/pedigreedy.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/08/a-tail-of-one-gag.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/08/arthur-q.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/08/m-is-for-million-laughs-tex-gave-me.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/08/m-is-for-million-laughs-tex-gave-me.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/08/yes-post.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/08/they-couldnt-stand-him.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/08/the-journey-of-gene-deitch.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/08/the-journey-of-gene-deitch.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/08/bluto-baloney.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/08/hungry-for-horse.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/08/the-tonight-show-that-died.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/08/the-tonight-show-that-died.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/08/him-go-that-way.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/08/gritty-grimey-greasy-goo.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/08/gritty-grimey-greasy-goo.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/08/how-to-keep-some-silent-cartoons-alive.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/08/how-to-keep-some-silent-cartoons-alive.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/08/not-quite-farewell.html

Woody Woodpecker
Arrives on TV

July (32)
June (33)
May (33)

>

>

>

> April (31)
» March (33)
» February (30)
>

January (35)

2014 (390)
2013 (388)
2012 (397)

vV v vy

2011 (106)

Labels

Aline Mosby (20)

Jay Ward (35)


https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/08/woody-woodpecker-arrives-on-tv.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/08/woody-woodpecker-arrives-on-tv.html
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/07/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/06/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/05/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/04/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/03/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/02/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/01/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2014/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2013/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2012/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2011/
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Aline%20Mosby
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Art%20Davis
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Bad%20Luck%20Blackie
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Bob%20and%20Ray
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Bob%20Clampett
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Bob%20McKimson
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Bob%20Thomas
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Chuck%20Jones
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Columbia
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Counterfeit%20Cat
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Cynthia%20Lowry
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Dick%20Thomas
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Don%20Patterson
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Drag-a-Long%20Droopy
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Earl%20Wilson
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Erskine%20Johnson
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Felix%20the%20Cat
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Film%20Daily
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Fleischer
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Frank%20Tashlin
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Fred%20Allen
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Fred%20Brunish
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Friz%20Freleng
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Gene%20Deitch
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/George%20Pal
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Grant%20Simmons
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Hanna%20and%20Barbera%20unit
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Hanna-Barbera
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Hans%20Conried
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Hardaway-Dalton%20unit
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Harman-Ising
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Henry%20Morgan
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Irv%20Spence
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Jack%20Benny
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Jay%20Ward

(10)

Who Killed Who (13)

Watermark theme. Powered by Blogger.



https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Jimmy%20Durante
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/John%20Crosby
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/John%20Sutherland
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Johnny%20Johnsen
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Johnny%20Olson
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Kenny%20Baker
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/King-Size%20Canary
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Laugh-In
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Legend%20of%20Rockabye%20Point
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Little%20Rural%20Riding%20Hood
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Magical%20Maestro
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Maurice%20Noble
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Mel-O-Toons
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/MGM
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Norm%20McCabe
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Pat%20Matthews
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Paul%20Julian
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Sara%20Berner
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Screwy%20Squirrel
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Spider-Man
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Terrytoons
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Tex%20Avery
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/The%20Cat%20That%20Hated%20People
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Toby%20the%20Pup
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Tom%20and%20Jerry%20Human
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Tralfaz%20Sunday%20Theatre
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Ub%20Iwerks
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/UPA
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Van%20Beuren
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Vernon%20Scott
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Virginia%20MacPherson
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Walt%20Disney
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Walter%20Lantz
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Warner%20Bros.
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Who%20Killed%20Who
https://www.blogger.com/

