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The House of Benny

It was never explained on the Jack Benny radio
show why a notorious cheapskate who lived in
underground dumpy hotels on trips to New York
City would have an attractive mansion in Beverly
Hills which obviously cost a lot of money. But does
it really matter?

In real life, Benny, his wife and daughter lived for
years at a home at 1002 Roxbury Drive. It was
featured in a photo spread in the November 1947
edition of Radio Mirror. The article was plugged
(like other Benny magazine pieces) in the October
26, 1947 show. Kind of.

Mary: | was just reading the Radio Mirror. There’s a
picture of you here on page 28.

Jack: Oh, yes. That’s the one | had taken when |
was in the service.

Mary: Gee, you were handsome in that uniform.
Jack: Yeah.

Mary: Jack, whose arm is that around you?

Jack: A fellow from the Draft Board. (audience laughs) He didn’t turn me loose until we got to Europe.

The “picture on page 28” is the one you see above. It's of Jack, Joan and Mary. He’s not in uniform. As Jack
wasn’t married with a daughter on his show, the writers had to come up with something fictional.

Here’s the Radio Mirror feature piece. The photos below accompanied the article. Unfortunately, they’re low
resolution scans from newsprint. You can click on them to make them bigger.

Come and Visit JACK BENNY
A place of his own for everybody—that is the Benny formula for happy,

harmonious family living.

By POLLY TOWNSEND

UNDER one roof: a house for everybody, and for everybody a house of his own.

This is Mary Livingstone's recipe for a harmonious family life, and it works like a talisman—even in Hollywood
where (despite the well-paid efforts of half the psychiatric brains in the country) more marriages explode in
the headlines than go on year in year out in a sort of a miraculous serenity.

Of course, if you're living in Quonset hut with your bride and her mother and planning to put Junior in the
dresser drawer, a description of the Jack Bennys' serene and well-roofed existence will only hasten your trip to
the divorce court, or to Washington to have the heads of the housing expediters.

But even in such dire straits as that you will be thinking and planning for your dream home of the not too
distant future and a look-in at a housing system which is different — and which works — may come in handy.
As any good architect or builder will tell you, you must start planning your house by thinking hard about the
way you live, about what sort of people your house must provide for, and what sort of work and play and rest
and hobbies make up their lives.

For work is not just work — nor rest just rest, etc., etc. And people — and if you're living in a Quonset hut you
have found this out — are not just people. Every individual has a way of living all his own, and if it is blocked
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and thwarted too long by the external conditions of
his life, he will explode with as much noise and
almost as much release of radio-active poison
matter as did the atom bomb over Bikini.

Mary Benny knew this when she planned her
house, and she planned carefully for lebensraum
for three as disparate human beings as ever found
shelter under a single rooftop.

First of all, of course, the house had to work for
Jack Benny. More of the sweat and toil which
produces the Benny radio show every week goes on
at the Benny home than in Jack's office or at NBC
studios — so Jack's lebensraum had to provide for
working space, shut off from the noise and
confusions of the rest of the household. As for
Jack's recreation — if there is work to be done, he

doesn't get any. His rest, ditto — if the script is in
trouble Jack Benny can get along with catnaps,
spending more of the small hours awake and at
work than pounding the pillow. His hobbies — well, unless you count golf and gin rummy and seeing his
friends (which he gets around to during the radio season only when Mary insists that he leave the woe to the
writers for a spell) , his hobbies are more work. Jack's housing needs, then, are simple: quiet, privacy, the right
to turn on the lights in the middle of the night — a room of his own.

Then there is Joan, the Bennys' daughter — twelve
years old, healthy, active and gregarious. Her work
— the teachers at El Rodeo School pile on the home
work, to hear Joannie tell it — so there must be a
place to study. Her hobbies are horseback riding,
swimming, playing the phonograph and the piano
with the more friends around the merrier. Her rest
— black out! The sort of exhaustion Joan's life
promotes is not like her father's; it makes for good,
sound sleep, nine until seven, with no
interruptions. Her needs; a place for hollering —
alternating with sleep — preferably far away from

her father's retreat and suitably soundproofed, i.e., 3 ; ;
Far away from Jack, Joannie can make all the noise she wants.
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a room of her own. 4 days ago

Mary's own habit patterns seem distinctly normal LT
— humdrum, even — after a glance at the rest of the family, but on closer inspection they, too, make for a bit of Y?::‘:mmlm Hanna-
planning. From long years in the theater, Mary has appropriated the custom of going to bed very late. This WW' Barbera
does not mean that she must be up and doing until dawn. The up-staying is just as pleasant if you're propped Birthday

up in bed with plenty of pillows and a cigarette and some new books. But it means compromising on the other }; Elr?c;vaZu-_BS
end of the night. Mary's maid knows that Mrs. Benny will want her breakfast tray before noon only if she has a years ago
vital business appointment. So Mary, too, needs a room of her own. today, some

As a result the second floor of the Bennys' spacious
Georgian home in Beverly Hills is laid out in three
suites — so different in character and equipment
that they could be three separate apartments, in
three never conflicting worlds.

"Never?" As Gilbert and Sullivan put it, "Well,
hardly ever."

Even with Mary's meticulous planning, Hard
Working Jack and Hard Playing Joan sometimes
manage a head-on collision.

At these moments, Rule No. One of family policy is

A place where 5 man tan work ot selas ae bo sees f1—ak's room,

invoked: "Daddy, if he is working, is always right."
Recently, Jack's producers and writing staff were
working at the house with the boss. They were up against a knotty script-cutting problem. Down the hall with
her door ajar, Joannie was practicing her piano lesson. She plays very well, but anyone's practicing has a
tendency to become monotonous. And besides, the counting — one-two-three-four — was distinctly audible,
and distracting, in the script session.
Jack sent Producer Bob Allen [Ballin] to Joannie's suite with a message.
"Your daddy," he said, "wants you to practice downstairs."
Joannie sighed, Junior Miss Aggrieved.
"I thought he would," she said. Unsaid was Career Woman's age-old complaint. "And my work, I suppose, has
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no importance around here."
But she went.

Mary Benny often sits in with the writers and Jack on the radio conferences.

So, as a matter of fact, does Joan.

What's more, Joan isn't afraid to criticize her Daddy's jokes — and her Daddy isn't too proud, sometimes, to
accept her criticism.

Once recently, however, when Joan objected to a particular boffola on the grounds that it was "corny" her
father overruled her.

"Keep it in," he ordered. "It may be corny but it's funny."

"THAT'S what you think," Joan — not easily abashed — argued. "But you should be in my shoes. On Mondays,
I have to face my friends!"

The joke was blue-penciled.

Jack's big room is a sort of bed-sitting room with a
desk almost as big as the bed, with shelves for
scripts and reference books, and big, bright
working lights, comfortable chairs, man-sized
tables at the bedside with sharpened pencils and
paper, books and the inevitable box of sleep-
promoters. The colors are masculine and
unbedroomy — brown and beige. The suite includes
a dressing room, done in brown leather, a porch

overlooking the garden, and Jack's bath — where

Upttainn, eversbing's grivste, but m the big. sswbaiable slaeecs G Hessgs men b o dommily,

he may leave the top off the toothpaste tube if he

feels like it.

Joan, who is the smallest member of the family, rates the biggest suite — because her activities are so varied
she needs plenty of room to blow off steam.

Her "apartment" has a big bedroom — with two beds, one for her frequent overnight guests — a dressing room
with one whole wall of perfume bottles, a private bath, and a huge playroom, this room farthest away from the
family. The playroom is the heart of the place. It has the phonograph and record collection, the spinet piano,
Joan's collection of dolls and toy horses, her books, the photographs of her friends, the clutter which goes with
being young and alert and busy. Joan's governess, Julia Vallance, who has shared her life for five years, is the
sort of calm, imperturbable woman who likes children and doesn't mind messes and who can provide
efficiently for a little girl's health and safety without imposing too rigid a set of rules. As Joan would put it,
"She doesn't go around saying no and shushing you all the time."

Joan prefers to think of Miss Vallance as her "secretary."
Not many of her schoolmates at public school can afford
the luxury of a "governess" and Joan thinks the whole
custom a little snobbish.

Mary Benny's personal rooms, in noticeable
contradiction, are never cluttered, and they certainly are
the prettiest rooms of all. The bedroom, in soft blue, rose
and white is Victorian in feeling — without being stiff. The
fireplace of black marble is for real fires—friendly and
inviting. The chintz draperies and upholstery are in a
cheerful floral pattern, which is repeated in the wall paper
on two ends of the room. The blue-tufted oversized bed is
pure feminine heaven, where a substitution of fat pillows
for flat ones makes it easily as inviting for staying awake
as for dropping off to sleep. Mary has, in addition, her
private mirrored dressing room where vast cedarlined
closets house what Howard Greer has called the smartest

wardrobe in favorite bath oils and perfumes.

With such a plan, it is plain to see, there need never be
any conflict of personalities — any reason for any of the members of the household to be uncomfortable for the
sake of any of the others. A reconnaissance flight over the Benny home at any eleven A.M. — which caught
Jack hard at work on a script, Joan practicing for her piano lesson, and Mary blissfully asleep — would prove
incontrovertibly that planning makes perfect. Planning makes freedom, too, complete freedom for every
member of the family to do what he likes, when he likes — to be himself. And that makes for an adjusted,
happy family.

THE rest of the house is planned just as systematically for living happily together — and don't think for a
moment just because the upstairs levels are designed as they are that the Bennys live in complete isolation
with no traffic from one "apartment" to another. It is here that Mary's impeccable butler, Oscar, has his
innings. Oscar is the perfect butler, English, proper, and — and this is unusual — always affable. Oscar is
always smiling. (He doesn't know, fortunately, that Jack's writers with typical lack of reverence for the Way
Things Are Done refer to him always as "Smiley.") And here, too, the rooms have as many moods as there are
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occasions which the Bennys enjoy as a family.

The drawing room is quite formal, its furnishings
handsome, some of them rare and priceless since
the Bennys have not had to consider a strict budget
in planning their home. Mary Benny would be the
first, however, to concede that a formal living room
can be just as lovely without real antiques, without
Chinese jade lamp bases, and real collectors' items
among the objets d'art. She has gone to a great deal
of trouble, as a matter of fact, to detract from the

museum aura of such fabulous pieces by doing her

When yom stay up late reading and get up equally late in the moring. as
Mary does. your hedronm  shoabl he  comforable and heamtifal. Mary's i bk

upholstered pieces with her first thought for
comfort, and by a subtle use of color — pale green,
rose, and ivory, and a real fire's happiest
companion, brass.

It is in this room that the Bennys welcome guests at

e liby . with its Dhach tile fireplace, s “family™ - . . .
R — s o S their more elaborate parties. The drawing room's

complement in character and style is the formal
dining room, a beautiful room done in grey and
gold, with a long table which comfortably will seat
twenty, with massive silver pieces from old England
and a crystal chandelier. These two rooms, along
with a panelled library with dark blue oriental rugs
and a Dutch tile fireplace are among the show spots
of Hollywood.

A pair of rooms all three Bennys like much better,
and live in much more, are the big, rambling
playroom which faces on the garden and a sunny
yellow and pale grey breakfast room in which green
vines in silver urns bring the garden indoors.

The playroom is the keynote room — if there is
such a thing in a house. It expresses life as the Bennys like it — when convivial friends are about, and the
pressure of work is off, and one can relax and play games, sit by the fire in winter or wander in and out of
doors on a warm summer night. It is the gayest room in the house, with a huge brick fireplace taking up half of
the wall, the walls paneled with mellow walnut and the sofa and big chairs upholstered in a splashy red and
white apple print. In front of the fire are two deep chairs, also one in the apple print, and a massive red
ottoman on which people can sit without crowding. The big rag hand-braided rug also is predominantly red.
There are the inevitable card table and chairs and some early American Windsor pieces.

As in all California homes the outdoors is part of the living space — background for many of the family's
happiest hours. The house is set well forward on a commercial acre so there is room at the back of the house
for a gently sloping lawn, swimming pool, cabana and terrace and a barbecue and complete outdoor kitchen
and bar.

The drawing room and the big dining room get very lonely during the good weather, which in California is a
good part of the year — for all of the Bennys enjoy having their friends for al fresco suppers which they help to
cook themselves. If the fog comes in — as it will, despite all the pull of the All Year Club — it is but a step to the
playroom and a warm fire. And any movie fan who could find his way into that room would reap a harvest of
autographs — Barbara Stanwyck and Bob Taylor would probably be there, and the Tyrone Powers, Annie
Sothern, the Bill Goetzes, George Burns and Gracie Allen, plus a noisy crowd of Joannie's school friends.

And if the unexpected callers were invited to stay they'd have a wonderful time and go home raving as
Hollywoodians do about the Bennys' wonderful, cheerful house and Mary Benny's subtle understanding of
what it means to be a good hostess. Mary understands the role very much as she interprets her job as the
woman in the house — it is to let everyone do what he wants when he wants to, to be himself.

The system needn't be restricted to the Bennys — or to the sort of people anywhere who have money and
leisure space. For the system is a product of good thinking, and good thinking can be done in Hollywood, or
North Platte, or Wichita Falls.

https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/01/the-house-of-benny.html

August (34)
July (32)
June (33)
May (33)
April (31)
March (33)
February (30)

January (35)

Toledo Loves Mel-O-
Toons

Calling All Cuckoos
Watch the Birdie
CBS is Here

Drag-a-Long Droopy
Backgrounds

Hare Conditioned
Smears

The House of Benny

Made-For-TV Cartoons in
1941

The Poses Tell the Story
in Magical Maestro

Ub's Goofy Fish

Lucy and the Bomps
Small Cries For Help
Hirschfeld

Cavorting Cannibals
Jackon TV

Cartoon Salesmen
Starring Art Davis
Baloney

Radio's Smart Dummy
Hipster in Shock
Wake Up Fox

A Benny Warm Up
He's Not Sam-tastic
Rabbit and Costello
Jay Ward Backgrounds

Radio That's Zany and
Sometimes Purplish

Return With Us Now To
Those Forgotten Days
of Yest...

Popcorn Chicken
The Endless Rockabye

Magoo in the Comics,
January 1965

That OI' Man Benny
Dot ist Gut Cartoon?

Divorce For Doris, aka
Donna Douglas

A Devil of a Cartoon

New Year's Eve Killed
4/6


https://4.bp.blogspot.com/-QFeerW7IzX0/VMUEGolWOQI/AAAAAAAA1EQ/6psIATlKCo4/s1600/BENNY%2BHOUSE%2B8.png
https://2.bp.blogspot.com/-vz3mCrW05VQ/VMUETt09u8I/AAAAAAAA1EY/sZVBO75Ysrs/s1600/BENNY%2BHOUSE%2B9.png
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/08/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/07/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/06/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/05/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/04/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/03/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/02/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/01/
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/01/toledo-loves-mel-o-toons.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/01/calling-all-cuckoos.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/01/watch-birdie.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/01/cbs-is-here.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/01/drag-long-droopy-backgrounds.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/01/hare-conditioned-smears.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/01/the-house-of-benny.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/01/made-for-tv-cartoons-in-1941.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/01/the-poses-tell-story-in-magical-maestro.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/01/ubs-goofy-fish.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/01/lucy-and-bomps.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/01/small-cries-for-help.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/01/hirschfeld.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/01/cavorting-cannibals.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/01/jack-on-tv.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/01/cartoon-salesmen.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/01/starring-art-davis.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/01/baloney.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/01/radios-smart-dummy.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/01/hipster-in-shock.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/01/wake-up-fox.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/01/a-benny-warm-up.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/01/hes-not-sam-tastic.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/01/rabbit-and-costello.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/01/jay-ward-backgrounds.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/01/radio-thats-zany-and-sometimes-purplish.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/01/return-with-us-now-to-those-forgotten.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/01/popcorn-chicken.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/01/the-endless-rockabye.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/01/magoo-in-comics-january-1965.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/01/that-ol-man-benny.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/01/dot-ist-gut-cartoon.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/01/divorce-for-doris-aka-donna-douglas.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/01/a-devil-of-cartoon.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2015/01/new-years-eve-killed.html

7/19/2020 Tralfaz: The House of Benny

> 2014 (390)
> 2013 (388)
> 2012 (397)
> 2011 (106)

Labels

Aline Mosby (17)

At the behest of Mary Livingstone, Jack sold the home in 1965 and the two of them moved into a luxury Bob McKimson (59)

apartment. We talked about it in this post. Mary became dissatisfied with that and the two of them moved into = 7" "~ =mmmmmmees
another house in the Holmby Hills that Joan Benny described as “an imposing Mediterranean villa” that was =~ = oo
run down until Mary got her bank book open.

Laura Leff, the president of the International Jack Benny Fan Club, got a look at the Roxbury home a number Counterfeit Cat (8)
of years ago while it was being renovated. T

I was able to see that they had painted Jell-O flavors and names of Buck Benny characters on the Dick Thomas (14)

beams above the living room--wouldn't have been able to see that if the ceiling was intact! So Don Patterson(17) 77777777777777

let's say this...it's modest home by Beverly Hills standards. The dining room isn't huge (although = 777 --mm-mmommomoomoooooooes
it does sport a fireplace with delft tiles around it), love the dark wood library, and spiral staircase oot

in the front hall. While many of the walls were down to the studs, you could see that Mary's room

was enormous. It was a little hard to tell how big Jack's was in comparison, but definitely Felix the Cat (27)

smaller. Film Daily (50)
The Benny home is still standing at Roxbury and Lexington Road. Here’s a lovely view of the front as it looks Fleischer (154)
today. Frank Tashlin (24)

Posted by Yowp at Q; ME @ John Crosby (84)
Labels: Jack Benny John Sutherland (28)
Johnny Johnsen (27)
3 comments: KennyBaker®)

Anonymous 6 February 2016 at16:45 o

My parents purchased the home from the Benny;s in 1965. My favorite part of the whole place was the 2 Tt
octopus done in tile at the bottom of the pool. Mary's mirrored dressing area had a window that looked right Little Rural Riding Hood (7)

into Little Lucy's bathroom as Lucille Ball and Gary Morton were next door neighbors. It was an amazing = pacieal Masste (@)
house and | cannot imagine what people have done to it since we lived there solongago. ~© =-omommmmoomomoooioooe s

Reply T

MGM (553)
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Julius 4 September 2016 at 07:54

Tralfaz: The House of Benny

\'} In many of George Burns' books, he talks about how everyone loved Jack but just tolerated Mary because
she was married to Jack. (Daughter Joan wasn't all that fond of her adoptive mother, either.) The Burns
(George and Gracie) built their home first on Maple Drive before the Bennys had theirs. George said Mary
was always in one upmanship mode and modeled the Roxbury house after the Burns' home, except
everything had to be bigger. If the living room was 500 square feet in the Burns home, then the Bennys

had to top that, etc.
Reply

H Gravydog316 22 October 2017 at 18:05

Www.BuckBenny.com has lots of Benny shows & lots of cool info, (plug plug plug, hint hint hint)
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