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TV Without Mary

Stories abound about Jack Benny’s wife, Mary
Livingstone, and not all of them are pleasant. All |
know is from a radio listener’s standpoint, she had
the ideal dry, cutting delivery that added to the
Benny show’s enjoyment.

The former Sadye Marks had become part of her
husband’s vaudeville act as a last-minute
replacement, and then remained on his radio show
past a one-shot appearance when her performance
prompted favourable letters from listeners. But
Benny biographies reveal she was nervous while
on stage to the point that, finally, some of her last
radio shows featured her recorded voice dubbed in

afterward (script girl Jeanette Eymann read her
part during the actual performance in front of an audience). You’d never know listening to the shows that she
had mike fright.

The prospect of television apparently frightened her, though she had made the movie “This Way Please” in
1937. So with only a few rare exceptions, she never made the jump to the new medium with Jack. But so
strong was her character that some viewers apparently never noticed. Here’s an Associated Press column
dated October 11, 1960.

Mary’s Staying Home

Benny Goes on Alone
By BOB THOMAS
Associated Press Writer

Hollywood — There was much to-do when Gracie Allen retired from show business. Not generally known is
the fact that her close friend, Mary Benny, has been virtually retired for almost a decade.

This was disclosed by Jack Benny as he prepared to start his 11th and most strenuous season on TV. He'll face
it without Mary.

She had been scheduled to appear in the first show tomorrow. “I needed a scene in which someone would
scold me for going on TV every week, and Mary was the only one who could do it because she is the only
woman who has a close relationship with me,” Jack explained.

“But I could see she was getting more and more nervous as the show got closer. So we rewrote her part rather
than subject her to the strain. She gets nervous, even without an audience.

“Actually, Mary never was crazy about performing. In our last days on radio, she did all her work at home, and
the script girl read her lines with me before the audience. The people never minded, once I explained the
situation to them.”

WHILE MARY has given up performing, she's still an important member of the Benny team, the comedian
indicated.

“I always take decisions to her, because she has great insight,” he said. “When I was thinking about going on
TV every week, I asked her what she thought about it. I'd either do that, or stay on every other week and do a
few specials.

“She advised me to go on regularly but to avoid the specials. 'You'll always be trying to top yourself with
specials, Jack,” she said. “'You'll feel miserable if you don't.' She's absolutely right.”

And so Benny is embarking on a weekly grind though he is 27 years beyond his legendary 39. He doesn't need
the money. He doesn't need the fame. So why does he do it?
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“I THINK IT makes more sense in building an audience,” he explained. “Before, no one knew exactly which
week I was on; I didn't even know myself It was hard to maintain a rating, because people who liked my show
might not like the alternate show, and vice versa.

“Besides, I like to work. I've always been a little show crazy. Bob Hope and I often argue which of us is the
worse in that regard. We both hate long vacations.

“By doing a show every week. I can get into a regular routine. I don't have those dull periods when I'm anxious
to get to work. The writers like it better, too: they know what their deadlines are and they prepare for them.”
THE SCHEDULE still leaves him time to play golf three or four times a week (though he groused about the
loss of daylight saving) and to play fund-raising concerts, as he will next month in Cleveland, Cincinnati and
Indianapolis. It's a busy schedule at an age when a lot of folks are collecting Social Security.

“I think it's working that keeps me young,” he observed. “If I had quit a couple of years ago. I'd be an old man
by now. As it is, I just got the returns back from my annual checkup, and the doctor says I'm in fine shape.”
His secrets of continuing success? Jack offered two:

—“T hate a lousy show. If I do one, I feel miserable afterward. I think most of my shows are good ones. A few
are great.”

—“I think I'm a good editor. I work closely with my writers—two of them have been with me 18 years. I edit
them closely, and I know what is good for me.”

The Jack Benny radio show had so many pieces, if one was missing on occasion, you might not notice unless
it was pointed out on the air. But not all the pieces were there when the show moved to television and that
resulted in some modifications. The TV show was good, but the radio show was far more enjoyable to me
simply because a good mix of personalities and characters had been worked out over the years. And a large
part of that was Mary Livingstone.

Posted by Yowp at 07:45 ™mM(EB @
Labels: Bob Thomas, Jack Benny

7 comments:

Anonymous 22 September 2013 at 12:59

I love Mary's singing voice, her duets with Phil Harris on the radio program were a highlight. She was a real
talent, she and Jack managed to turn even her fluffs into comedy gold!
Mark Kausler

Reply

Anonymous 22 September 2013 at 19:56

Love Mary. Love her. Wonderful voice, infectious laugh, great skills, underrated talent. Love her on the
show. Like Phil, when she isn't on the show? It didn't feel like "The Gang" to me.

As for how Mary was.. well. ALSO like Phil- if you want to learn more about these people, whom were
never the subject of their *own* books, you can find out about them in books about other people. (In Phil's
case, | read one or two Alice Faye bios just to see what they said about Phil)

George Burns wrote a book in the 1980s, one of several memoirs, dealing with his friendships and
relationships, and being that Jack was his best friend... well. | believe he could be the source of the "stories
abound" about Mary being kind of bitchy and cold. | also have read that, regardless of how distant she
could be, she could not resist Phil, who apparently oozed the charm in real life, and she had great affection
for him, as he was oblivious to any kind of wall. But George Burns wrote at length that he didn't feel Mary
appreciated Jack, took exception to things she said after he died, and took exception to how she had to be
treated when they went out in public. Like | said- | love Mary. On the show, she's perfect. In real life, it
doesn't concern me, nor change how she came off on the show- but if you want to learn more about her,
read George Burns. Simple as that.

Reply

Anonymous 8 April 2014 at 14:55
Jack's daughter also had a lot to say about her mother.

Reply

wbhist 24 April 2015 at 05:52

https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2013/09/tv-without-mary.html

additional covers you could
share! ...
15 hours ago
5] way Too Damn Lazy To
Write A Blog
Born on
July 18,
1913 - Red
Skelton -
*Today's
post
commences
with the Guzzler's Gin
routine ...
1 day ago

([} News From ME
Sorry... - As far as | know, |
do not have any diseases. |
just have too much to deal
with right now so | won't be
blogging much if at all. I'm
postponing all the web...
1 day ago
Cartoon Research
In His Own Words: H.T.
Kalmus on Disney in
Technicolor - Suspended
Animation #276 Many
references may be found
regarding two-strip
Technicolor. | have been
guilty of discussing Walter
Lantz’s King of Jazz
(1930)...
2 days ago
[ AFRTS Archive
Mary Turner 1985 - Mary
Turner today Mary Turner
really rocked the house.
Normally
when any of
the jocks
gota
reaction, it'd
be split.
The ones
that were really liked wou...
4 days ago
5] The World of Knight
TONIGHT,
11:54 PM. -
COPYRIGH
T 2020 BY
MILTON
KNIGHT

yemmmLAL, Hanna-

g il Barbera
Birthday
Did-You-
Knows - 63
years ago
today, some
forms were signed by
George Sidney, Bill Hanna
and Joe Barbera creating
what eventually became the
biggest TV cartoon
operation i...

1 week ago

Soempasy o

2] Supervised By Fred
Avery: Tex Avery's
Warner Brothers
Cartoons
Wabbit Twouble: A Small
Addendum to An
Outstanding Podcast -

2/6


https://www.blogger.com/profile/09264605351878574044
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2013/09/tv-without-mary.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Bob%20Thomas
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Jack%20Benny
https://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=3738012638904762739&postID=8151540437105161555&target=email
https://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=3738012638904762739&postID=8151540437105161555&target=blog
https://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=3738012638904762739&postID=8151540437105161555&target=twitter
https://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=3738012638904762739&postID=8151540437105161555&target=facebook
https://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=3738012638904762739&postID=8151540437105161555&target=pinterest
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2013/09/tv-without-mary.html?showComment=1379879982444#c8908225145895331752
javascript:;
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2013/09/tv-without-mary.html?showComment=1379904993009#c741649245788059811
javascript:;
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2013/09/tv-without-mary.html?showComment=1396994112574#c6793296479430338234
javascript:;
https://www.blogger.com/profile/02270661237413315760
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2013/09/tv-without-mary.html?showComment=1429879942675#c7672135004459693662
http://psychotronicpaul.blogspot.com/
http://psychotronicpaul.blogspot.com/
http://psychotronicpaul.blogspot.com/2020/07/born-on-july-18-1913-red-skelton.html
https://www.newsfromme.com/
https://www.newsfromme.com/2020/07/17/sorry-3/
https://cartoonresearch.com/
https://cartoonresearch.com/index.php/in-his-own-words-h-t-kalmus-on-disney-in-technicolor/
http://afrtsarchive.blogspot.com/
http://afrtsarchive.blogspot.com/
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/AfrtsArchive/~3/ki1OopSnIUY/mary-turner-1985.html
http://miltonknight.blogspot.com/
http://miltonknight.blogspot.com/
http://miltonknight.blogspot.com/2020/07/tonight-1154-pm.html
https://yowpyowp.blogspot.com/
https://yowpyowp.blogspot.com/
https://yowpyowp.blogspot.com/2020/07/hanna-barbera-birthday-did-you-knows.html
http://texaveryatwb.blogspot.com/
http://texaveryatwb.blogspot.com/2020/06/wabbit-twouble-small-addendum-to.html

7/19/2020 Tralfaz: TV Without Mary

Apparently, the recording of the voices for the Warner Bros. 'Merrie Melodies' cartoon "The Mouse That
Jack Built" (1959) - where Jack, Mary, Rochester and Don Wilson voiced themselves as mice (and Mel
Blanc doubled as the Maxwell and Ed the vault guard) - may have been similar to the final (1954-55) radio
season. An online review of a book about the late Robert McKimson (who directed that cartoon) showed a
picture of him and writer Tedd Pierce at the recording session, going over the script with Mel, Jack, Don
and Rochester - and Mary was conspicuously absent. Wonder if, for those who've seen that cartoon, that's
why she seems to sound as uninvolved and going-through-the-motions as she did in the final episodes of
the radio show, and whether her lines were recorded separately from the others'.

Reply

Unknown 24 April 2017 at 09:46

‘) It amazes me that Mary Livingstone had stage fright. | loved the Jack Benny program and | thought she
had some of the most amazing wit and comedic timing | have ever heard. | wish | had one tenth the talent
she had. From Jack Benny and Mary Livingstone, to Phil Harris and Dennis Day, to George Burns and
Gracie Allen, these are amazing talents we may never see again in this world.

Reply

Unknown 27 August 2017 at 18:31

\9 | loved all the radio shows, and all the stars. Gracie and George were an adorable pair. The Great
Gildersleeve w/ Mr Peevy, Digger O'Dell, fibber McGee and Molly and Baby Snooks. Then the mysteries....

Reply

Unknown 22 January 2019 at 14:16

\9 O" cut that out.
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