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Phil's Not So Bad

View my
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Phil Harris had a great head-start when he and Alice Faye launched their sitcom in the 1946-47 radio season profile
(under the guise of “The Fitch Bandwagon”). Harris had been on Jack Benny'’s top-rated show for so long, he
was like an old friend.
My Blog List

The problem the show’s writers faced was to take Harris’ drunken, ladies’ man character from the Benny show
and adapt it as a family man. Fortunately, Benny’s writers had endowed Harris with enough characteristics [E) old TV History

(illiteracy, poor musicianship, a love of awful puns and a rambling Southern song) that they had enough to May 1940 -

play with while making Harris a doting and lovey-dovey husband. Yould t
couldn
blame

Renowed radio critic John Crosby hated the domesticity. We posted a 1946 review HERE. But shows evolve David

and fine-tune if they’re given the chance. And the Harris-Faye sitcom evolved in the right direction as far as Samoff if he
mumbled some

uncomplimentary comments
30, 1950. at the F.C.C. in May of
1940. The Commission

. . . . made two rulings, basicall
Phil Harris Show Hits New Stride tell.. 9 g
By JOHN CROSBY 1 day ago

Probably no show in radio ever started out less auspiciously than the Phil Harris-Alice Faye operation back in | ---m-m-m-mmmmmmomommmomomooooe oo

Crosby was concerned. Here’s what he had to say in his newspaper column that appeared beginning January

the fall of 1946. Radio critics everywhere shuddered in rare unison. Looking back through my yellowing

clippings on this program, I discover the first few episodes were largely kissing games, which simplified the Xg:a ’
task of the writers. Either Phil was kissing Alice. Or both of them were kissing the children. Vander Pyl
What little dialogue there was revolved around this osculation, more or less reviewing it. "You ain't giving, didp’t have
honey," Mr. Harris would mutter, a bad notice for Miss Faye. Or he'd exclaim--there's no more exclamatory — inblg name
comedian in the business than Harris--"You beautiful bundle of dynamite. Put your arms around me and tell television when she was
me how much you love me!" cast to play Wilma

Flintstone in 1960. The
others were a bit different.
Bea Benaderet ap...
crude and in questionable taste. 3 weeks ago

While not exactly opposed to domestic felicity, critics--not just this one, either--muttered that it was a rather
slim pretext for a radio show. Even as late as 1948, I find myself complaining that the Harris show was loud,

Well, all that is in the past. Great changes have been wrought in the Harris household. The writers, for one
thing, have been put to work dreaming up something besides stage directions for kissing sequences. The

children, while still in existence, are largely kept in the back room safely out of mischief, especially at the Blo S to See
microphone. Miss Faye, who is not the most vivid of radio performers, has been pepped up a bit and, at the

5] Termite Terrace

same, her role has been abbreviated, a wise measure. Above all, the flame of love that once lit up the headii
eadlines

countryside for miles around has been dimmed to something approaching connubial candlepower. Miss Faye Today's

Post: The
1964
World's Fair
- | Documenta
ry and other
64 World's Fair stuff - This
documentary is quite good.
Most of you have probably
already seen it, but I'm
sharing it here anyways.
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share some ...
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and Harris appear to have got used to having one another around the house.
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The writers have happily turned Mr. Harris loose with his pal,
Frankie (Elliott Lewis), a character as innocent of book learning
and as full of pool room wisdom as Mr. H. himself. These two
raffish, ingenious hoodlums are wonderfully funny together,
grappling with Harris' home life, something Harris only vaguely
understands, or trying to pound some sense into Harris' carefree
band.

The best way I can describe the Harris band is to point out that
Harris is unquestionably the intellectual superior of any
member of it. When he explains that he and the band are about
to go into television and are there any the questions, the guitar
player speaks up and says, "Yes. What's television?"

Several new characters have been added to fill in the spaces left
by the absent children. One of a lad named is a Julius, a
pugnacious boy with a fierce disdain for both Harris and
Remley. Another is Miss Faye's brother Willie, a fey lisping

character who represents culture as opposed to Harris and

Remley who are pure animal. Culture, in this case, has grounds

for a libel suit. Mr. Harris addresses this creature in what may be described as verbal pirouettes.

"I hope your upside-down cake turns right side-up." It's pretty bad and I wish they'd quit it. And I'm not
referring simply to Harris. All these fey characters on comedy programs have become not only tiresome but
just a little indecent.

Miss Faye's personality has been substantially rearranged so that, instead of being required to flame like white
fire, she is now asked to be an all-wise mother to her husband-child. This is an impossible role for any woman
but, well, there isn't too much of Miss Faye any more.

The Harris program is unabashed farce not susceptible to close examination but at its best when, for instance,
Remley and Julius are lousing up an auction, it is hilarious fun and I'm sorry I said all the harsh things about
it that I once did. It was the show that changed, though, not me.

Unless | haven'’t paid attention, Crosby’s mistaken on one thing. Walter Tetley’s Julius Abruzzio began
appearing on the show in 1947. Radio was full of annoying children. But Tetley’s Julius is almost a parody of
them. He’s so over-the-top, so disdainful, so almost evil that he’s a treat to listen to.

There are some things about the later Harris shows | don’t like—Philsy and Remley/Elliott are just too
unbelievably dumb sometimes—but generally, it was one of the better sitcoms on radio as television was
slowly taking over the living room. And, in many ways, the takeover was not for the better.

Posted by Yowp at 10;10 ~MB D]
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