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It's in the Bag

Was there ever an interview where Fred Allen was happy?

We've posted the handiwork of a number of newspaper columnists here who—rather easily, it seems—got
Fred to gripe about any one of a number of the same old things. And I'm reminded how Fred told readers in
Treadmill to Oblivion how annoyed he was when his radio show was expanded to an hour, then annoyed
when it was contracted back to a half-hour several seasons later. He bent ears of columnists about network
radio in general but then griped that shooting movies sucked compared to the fun of radio.

In the column below published October 17, 1944 in
papers subscribing to the National Enterprise

|Hm dock Beony ond Fred Allen buried fhe
Ikmkl? Den't be misted—this amiling
act wai specially puf o0 far dhe Marines

Association service, Fred grumbles about the
method of making movies. As usual, he expresses
amazement that absurdities of a given situation are
accepted and allowed to flourish. The movie in
question was “It’s in the Bag.” Its satiric concept
(expressed only basically in this column) is very
funny on paper. The film itself isn’t as funny. The

one time | saw it, | got the impression it was a
movie that was trying to be funny while relying
heavily on the familiarity of radio characterisations

to get laughs. | kept wondering when a scene
would end and the plot would lurch onward.

The column, by the way, seems incomplete. It
doesn’t come to a conclusion, it just ends. But
that’s the way I've found it in five different papers, so | guess that was the columnist’s intention.

BY ERSKINE JOHNSON

NEA Staff Correspondent

Working in the movies annoys him, Fred Allen groaned. If it wasn’t for those green hermans, he would rush
right back.to New York and make with the jokes on the radio. That’s fun, he says. Working in the movies isn’t.
So today we give you Fred Allen’s primer of minor Hollywood annoyances titled, “What the Heck Am I Doing
in the Movies?”

There is, for example, Hollywood’s quaint little habit of saying everything is great. That annoys Allen.

“They shoot a scene,” Fred said, “and the cameraman says ‘Great!” The sound man says ‘Great!” The director
says ‘Great!” The assistant director says ‘Great!’

“And then what happens? They put the picture together and it stinks.”

Fred was talking into n telephone the other day for a scone in his new flicker “It’s in the Bag.” It was a very
intimate scene.

“So I'looked up for a second and I'm looking right into the face of a sailor who is visiting the set. We both get a
shock and I forget all my dialog.

“You can’t move around in front of the camera,” Fred moaned. “You have to stay in focus and you can’t spoil
the lighting. The perfect actor in Hollywood is one with rigor mortis in his body and a neon head.”

QUIET PLEASE

An airplane flew over the sound stage. The soundman yelled, “Airplane!” and director Richard Wallace
stopped Allen in the middle of the scene.

That annoyed him. “The roof of this sound stage is so thin, he said, “that we have to stop shooting every time a
sparrow walks across it.”
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Rushes annoy Allen. “There’s no use seeing them,” he said. “Everybody says ‘Great.’ I like to wait until the
picture is finished and get the full impact all at once." Getting up at 6 o’clock in the morning annoys Allen.
“Today I got up at 6 o’clock to crawl through a window. They shot the scene of me crawling through the
window at 2 p. m. I lost eight hours sleep. And will the scene be in the picture? No. They’ll cut it out after the
first preview because my fanny is out of focus.”

Matching up scenes shot several weeks apart annoy Allen. “Two weeks ago,” he said, “we filed a scene outside
an opera house. I was mad about something. Next week we’re going to film the rest of the scene—where I rush
into the joint—and I'll have to remember how mad I was three weeks ago so it will match.”

Fred plays the owner of a flea circus who thinks he is about to inherit 12 million dollars from his favorite
uncle. Instead, he is willed five antique chairs and a phonograph record. He sells the chairs, then plays the
record. His dead uncle speaks to him from the record, saying he was murdered and revealing that $300,000 is
hidden in one of the chairs.

MEATY PLOT—WITH RIBS

Allen’s problems in retrieving the chairs from their new owners is the film’s plot. Gangster Bill Bendix has
purchased one of the chairs. Jack Benny has another one. The Benny sequence has promise of being the year’s
funniest film scene.

Allen poses as the president of a Jack Benny fan club, saying he wants the chair as a memento for their club
house. Although flattered, Benny refuses to sell the chair but finally agrees, for a handsome fee.

There are plenty of ribs. When Allen asks for a cigaret, Benny points to a 15-cent cigaret machine in his living
room. When Allen has to use the telephone, Benny asks him if he has a nickel and leads him to a telephone
booth in the hall.

Posted by Yowp at 05:50 ™M(E @
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