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Sunday, 5 August 2012

Jack Benny’s Musical Obscurities
Pop cultural references fade in the distance as time marches on. Newer fans of old cartoons and radio shows
may be puzzled about the jokes or references in them, but they’ll eventually pick up on some of them, thanks
to learning from older fans (or even the internet). But, occasionally, there are ones that have become so
obscure that it takes a bit of research to figure out what the joke is.

Jack Benny had a running gag on his show of October 12, 1947 that has more to it than probably most
listeners today know. Jack is talking to Rochester about the insurance policy his sponsor is taking out on him.
Eddie Anderson blew the set up in one of the two broadcasts (the show was done live for the East Coast, then
again for the West Coast three hours later). Here’s how it goes.

Jack: But if I’m killed accidentally, the sponsor collects two million dollars.
Rochester: Two million? Boss, you’d better hope that guy keeps his eye on the red bull’s eye.
Jack: Oh, you mean the commercial. Well, I’m not worried about that. You know, they shoot that gun in
another studio way over on Sunset and Highland. I don’t even pass there on my way home.
Rochester: I know, but for two million dollars, they can make a bullet that waits for you at Pico and
Sepulveda.

First, a couple of references. “Keep your eye on the red bull’s eye” was, briefly, a motto of Lucky Strike
cigarettes, Jack’s sponsor. The radio ads featured the slogan, followed by the sound of a gunshot and a bell,
like a target (with a bull’s eye) being hit at a carnival midway. Sunset and Highland was the home of KECA
radio (it was a former Knights of Columbus Hall). Evidently, the Lucky Strike commercials for Jack’s show
were done live from there in the 1947-48 season.

The obscure gag is the reference to Pico and
Sepulveda. You might think Jack’s writers arbitrarily
tossed together some funny sounding names, just
like they did when they invented the fictitious rail-
line connecting Anaheim, Azusa and Cucamonga.
But that’s not the case at all. Billboard magazine
had announced the previous June 21st that coming
to record stores soon was the song “Pico and
Sepulveda” by the Felix Figueroa Orchestra on the
Ambassador label.

Felix didn’t really exist. He was really a nom de
musique of bandleader Freddy Martin. Novelty songs were still big back then. This one was co-written by Julie
Styne and the lyrics, more or less, consisted of names of Los Angeles streets. It was a favourite of Dr.
Demento, who played it on his radio show to the delight of warped music fans.

Someone has made a novelty video with it. Watch it below.
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Posted by Yowp at 07:47 

Labels: Jack Benny

Jack’s writers dropped in references to the intersection throughout the broadcast, including a funny one where
Benny’s doctors (Frank Nelson and Mel Blanc) are watching barium go through his system and the liquid
passes Pico and Sepulveda.

The writers tried to keep running with it. The following week, they made a reference to Pico and Sepulveda
early in the show. Not a titter. So much for running gags.

The “Pico and Sepulveda” gag isn’t the most obscure musical reference in
the show. Earlier, when Rochester is sleeping, he blurts out the words “Bloop,
Bleep.” That’s a song, too. It’s also mentioned in the June 21, 1947 “coming
soon” section of Billboard. It was recorded by Jack’s buddy Danny Kaye for
Decca.

There’s one song mentioned in the same edition of Billboard that is,
surprisingly, not referred to in the Benny show. It’s ‘Waukegan Concerto’ by
David Rose on the M-G-M label. Rose was the musical director for Red
Skelton for many years and had no association with the Benny show. In fact,
his song never appeared on it. But it made its radio debut on May 29, 1946
on the “Holiday For Music” show on CBS, and Jack did give it (and Rose) a
plug on his season closer three days earlier.

Pico and SepulvedaPico and Sepulveda

1 comment:

Guppy270 7 August 2012 at 10:16

I really enjoy reading your blog, it's excellent~!

I run a website devoted to Jack Benny in the 1940s:

https://sites.google.com/site/jackbennyinthe1940s/Home

Would you mind if I linked to your blog from my website? Your articles on Jack Benny have been
informative & interesting, and I think the people that go to my website would also really enjoy your blog.

If you want you can reply here as a comment, or e-mail me at: jackbenny1940s@gmail.com

Thanks very much~!
Bill Cairns

Reply

additional covers you could
share! ...
17 hours ago

Way Too Damn Lazy To
Write A Blog

Born on
July 18,
1913 - Red
Skelton -
*Today's
post
commences

with the Guzzler's Gin
routine ...
1 day ago

News From ME
Sorry… - As far as I know, I
do not have any diseases. I
just have too much to deal
with right now so I won't be
blogging much if at all. I'm
postponing all the web...
2 days ago

Cartoon Research
In His Own Words: H.T.
Kalmus on Disney in
Technicolor - Suspended
Animation #276 Many
references may be found
regarding two-strip
Technicolor. I have been
guilty of discussing Walter
Lantz’s King of Jazz
(1930)...
2 days ago

AFRTS Archive
Mary Turner 1985 - Mary
Turner today Mary Turner
really rocked the house.

Normally
when any of
the jocks
got a
reaction, it'd
be split.
The ones

that were really liked wou...
4 days ago

The World of Knight
TONIGHT,
11:54 PM. -
COPYRIGH
T 2020 BY
MILTON
KNIGHT

4 days ago

Yowp
Hanna-
Barbera
Birthday
Did-You-
Knows - 63
years ago
today, some

forms were signed by
George Sidney, Bill Hanna
and Joe Barbera creating
what eventually became the
biggest TV cartoon
operation i...
1 week ago

Supervised By Fred
Avery: Tex Avery's
Warner Brothers
Cartoons
Wabbit Twouble: A Small
Addendum to An
Outstanding Podcast -

https://www.blogger.com/profile/09264605351878574044
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2012/08/jack-bennys-musical-obscurities.html
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Jack%20Benny
https://4.bp.blogspot.com/-l29CGicUa5M/T_A25iVLRoI/AAAAAAAAPQQ/byL7cRv0vpY/s1600/benny%2Band%2Brose.PNG
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D98BR1DYrkg
https://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=3738012638904762739&postID=4945099951267765689&target=email
https://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=3738012638904762739&postID=4945099951267765689&target=blog
https://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=3738012638904762739&postID=4945099951267765689&target=twitter
https://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=3738012638904762739&postID=4945099951267765689&target=facebook
https://www.blogger.com/share-post.g?blogID=3738012638904762739&postID=4945099951267765689&target=pinterest
https://www.blogger.com/profile/13713380078269188077
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2012/08/jack-bennys-musical-obscurities.html?showComment=1344359760007#c5669957362606610691
javascript:;
http://psychotronicpaul.blogspot.com/
http://psychotronicpaul.blogspot.com/
http://psychotronicpaul.blogspot.com/2020/07/born-on-july-18-1913-red-skelton.html
https://www.newsfromme.com/
https://www.newsfromme.com/2020/07/17/sorry-3/
https://cartoonresearch.com/
https://cartoonresearch.com/index.php/in-his-own-words-h-t-kalmus-on-disney-in-technicolor/
http://afrtsarchive.blogspot.com/
http://afrtsarchive.blogspot.com/
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/AfrtsArchive/~3/ki1OopSnIUY/mary-turner-1985.html
http://miltonknight.blogspot.com/
http://miltonknight.blogspot.com/
http://miltonknight.blogspot.com/2020/07/tonight-1154-pm.html
https://yowpyowp.blogspot.com/
https://yowpyowp.blogspot.com/
https://yowpyowp.blogspot.com/2020/07/hanna-barbera-birthday-did-you-knows.html
http://texaveryatwb.blogspot.com/
http://texaveryatwb.blogspot.com/2020/06/wabbit-twouble-small-addendum-to.html


7/19/2020 Tralfaz: Jack Benny’s Musical Obscurities

https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2012/08/jack-bennys-musical-obscurities.html 5/6

►  March (31)

►  February (29)

►  January (34)

►  2011 (106)

Aline Mosby (17)

Art Davis (33)

Bad Luck Blackie (9)

Bob and Ray (10)

Bob Clampett (82)

Bob McKimson (59)

Bob Thomas (53)

Chuck Jones (142)

Columbia (33)

Counterfeit Cat (8)

Cynthia Lowry (26)

Dick Thomas (14)

Don Patterson (17)

Earl Wilson (6)

Erskine Johnson (37)

Felix the Cat (27)

Film Daily (50)

Fleischer (154)

Frank Tashlin (24)

Fred Allen (43)

Fred Brunish (11)

Friz Freleng (137)

Gene Deitch (18)

George Pal (10)

Grant Simmons (4)

Hanna and Barbera unit (99)

Hanna-Barbera (2)

Harman-Ising (61)

Henry Morgan (13)

Irv Spence (8)

Jack Benny (454)

Jay Ward (30)

Jimmy Durante (17)

John Crosby (84)

John Sutherland (28)

Johnny Johnsen (27)

Kenny Baker (6)

King-Size Canary (8)

Laugh-In (11)

Legend of Rockabye Point (6)

Little Rural Riding Hood (7)

Magical Maestro (9)

Maurice Noble (12)

Mel-O-Toons (4)

MGM (553)

Labels

javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2012/03/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2012/02/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2012/01/
javascript:void(0)
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2011/
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Aline%20Mosby
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Art%20Davis
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Bad%20Luck%20Blackie
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Bob%20and%20Ray
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Bob%20Clampett
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Bob%20McKimson
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Bob%20Thomas
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Chuck%20Jones
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Columbia
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Counterfeit%20Cat
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Cynthia%20Lowry
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Dick%20Thomas
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Don%20Patterson
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Earl%20Wilson
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Erskine%20Johnson
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Felix%20the%20Cat
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Film%20Daily
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Fleischer
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Frank%20Tashlin
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Fred%20Allen
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Fred%20Brunish
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Friz%20Freleng
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Gene%20Deitch
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/George%20Pal
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Grant%20Simmons
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Hanna%20and%20Barbera%20unit
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Hanna-Barbera
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Harman-Ising
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Henry%20Morgan
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Irv%20Spence
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Jack%20Benny
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Jay%20Ward
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Jimmy%20Durante
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/John%20Crosby
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/John%20Sutherland
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Johnny%20Johnsen
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Kenny%20Baker
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/King-Size%20Canary
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Laugh-In
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Legend%20of%20Rockabye%20Point
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Little%20Rural%20Riding%20Hood
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Magical%20Maestro
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Maurice%20Noble
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Mel-O-Toons
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/MGM


7/19/2020 Tralfaz: Jack Benny’s Musical Obscurities

https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/2012/08/jack-bennys-musical-obscurities.html 6/6

Norm McCabe (5)

Pat Matthews (10)

Paul Julian (13)

Paul Terry (2)

Sara Berner (5)

Screwy Squirrel (34)

Spider-Man (1)

Terrytoons (84)

Tex Avery (468)

Tom and Jerry Human (29)

Tralfaz Sunday Theatre (17)

Ub Iwerks (80)

UPA (57)

Van Beuren (94)

Vernon Scott (42)

Virginia MacPherson (14)

Walt Disney (145)

Walter Lantz (241)

Warner Bros. (586)

Who Killed Who (10)

Watermark theme. Powered by Blogger.

https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Norm%20McCabe
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Pat%20Matthews
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Paul%20Julian
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Paul%20Terry
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Sara%20Berner
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Screwy%20Squirrel
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Spider-Man
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Terrytoons
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Tex%20Avery
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Tom%20and%20Jerry%20Human
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Tralfaz%20Sunday%20Theatre
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Ub%20Iwerks
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/UPA
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Van%20Beuren
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Vernon%20Scott
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Virginia%20MacPherson
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Walt%20Disney
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Walter%20Lantz
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Warner%20Bros.
https://tralfaz.blogspot.com/search/label/Who%20Killed%20Who
https://www.blogger.com/

