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J. FRANKLIN bAHFIEi.D OCCUPATION: AUCTIONEER
101 Club.Boulevard
Durham, N . C. NO. OF YEARS IN OCCUPATION : 26 Years

N0 . OF YEARS A LUCKY STRIKE SRIOKEH :5 Yrs .

NICP.NADVE : Frank

STATi:IENT- JANUARY 12, 1942

I started auctioneering tobacco in Spring Hope, North Carolina, twenty-six
years ago . Then, twenty-two years ago I started on the Durham market . I
am still selling on the Durham market and hope to continue there for many

years . Twenty-two years on one tobacco market ie an unusual record for any

a.uctioneer. I have seen sales rise from eight million pounds a year to fifty-
seven million pounds - that was the total in 1939 .

I also have sold tobacco in Georgia at the markets at Fitzgereld, Baxley e .nd
Hahira, sni in South Carolina nt Dillon, Kingstree and Mullins . Mullins, in-
cident ;.lly, is the market that holds the world's record for selling the most
tobacco for the time open . I have been auctionecring in Il1u11ins for the past
eight years . I once sold six million five hundred thousand pounds of tobncco
there in just five weeks .

Tobacco mon know me as the "World's Original Singing Auctioneer" . 1 have held
thet title n goodaary years and ce:n chant to music and carry a real tune . I
figure that in my whole career 1 have sold well over one hundred twenty-five
million pounds of tobacco . And, at the markets, I see juet who buvs what
tobacco - and the prices paid . Ever since Luckics wore first mnnufactured in
1917, I h.ve seen them pay the price to get the finer, milder, better t :sting
tobacco . That is the 4urlity of tobacco that gives you thc finest, coolest,
most enjoyable amoke .

Nocr, I have smoked cigarettes off and on for ma'qq years, and since 1917 Luckies
have been my choice for these occasional smokes . It w's not until 1937 that
I began smoking more cigarettes . Since t:um - that is during the pest five
years - I have averaged a couple of packages of Luckies a week .

It is naturnl for me - knmdng what I do about the sales at tobacce markets - tt
pick Luckiec . I guess everybody knows th:.t better tobacco mckes n better smok . : .
Certainly, we tobacco men know that by heart . Anl I guess that is tik{v se ma :r,y
other tobacco experts are rogular smokers ot Luc ky Strike Cigarettes . VYe know
thet Luckies pyv the price to get the finer, lighter, milder t:bacce . S.., it '
just comcwn sense for us to smoke them .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



OCCUPATION : Yirrehouse Owner

NO . OF YEARB IN OCCUPnTION : 21 Years

NO . OF YEi,P3 a LUCKY STRIKE :I9GONER : 8 Years

NICKNAME : -

STATEMENT- FII5RUe12Y 4, 1942

Bishop's ttiarehouse in Springfield, Nentudq, has for mnry years been c lcnd-
mark to the tobacco people in this section of the country . Ab father founded
this warehouse In 1910 - and it's been flourishing ever since . My brother
and I have taken the reins of ownership over from my father and for ti :c last
21 ye.:rs we've nanaged the business . I reckon we sell on e.n average of two
million pounds of tobaccu a year - that would give you a sum total of some
forty-two million pounds in all the time that I have been running the wc.rehous..
Apnrt from this I have boen operating .a warehouse in Lake City, South (`Lroline,
where we sell oi average of three million pounds of tobacco a year : so much,
the.n, fur the actnal volume uf tobacco I have sold and hundled as a marehouse
operat,r .

At the Springfield warehouse I sturt the bids on all the baskets of tbccca .
By rapid calculation, I figure that this seuson alone, in this one warehoun~,
I've stsrted the sales on close ta thirteen thousand individual baskets ~£
tobacco . Mov, the man who starts the bids hns to be able to determine f .r
kimself the value of the tobacco he is selling . Ne: has t. start with a bid
tis.t vrill be pretty close to the actual selling prico of the tobaca)* If
his st:,rtiry; bid is too low that means that the sale will be long drawn out
and this, of course, will not onl,v exhaust the auctioxu;er but considerabl,y
slow up the entire aucti,n . On the other hand, if he starts the bid too high,
he ti.ill get no response from the bt{ynrs and it will become necessary for the

~euctioneer t> back up ..n the bid, going down instead of up ; so kn-~aing the
v ~'S~re of tobacco ie the very heart of sy business . I havc to win the con-

fidance of the buyers by sturting prices that are close to the fair value -
and of cuurse I have to ple :se the farmers whose tobacco I sell by brginning
with a bid that will bring them a profit . I mention all this just to indicatc
that I h:,ve had enough experience to knuw the value of the mary different
types and grades af tobacco sold @::ch year cn the warehouse floor .

As a supplement to this experience, let me add that even bef~re I entered the
uarchouse business I had alrecdy <.c4uired a practical educstiun in tobaca~ .
I ues born .:n a tobacco farm that my grandfether worked way back in the last
century . And ~n this farm as a b oy I learned all t:'w det~ils cf grawing,
cultivating, curing, grading and sending the tobacc^o off to market .

Talking of tobacco, let me point ut that the fertile s<11 in this section :°
Hentucky yields the finest Burley in the }',orld . This is a lor..my, limest.nie
land - perfect soil for Burley tobacco . In shart you might say that the
iiluegrass country produces blue ribbon t,bacco .

LEROY BISHOP
Springfield, Kentuclq

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



LEROY BISHOP -2-

STs:TE6IENT - FEBRUARY 4, 1942

When you've m arched up and d~wn the warehouse floor for 21 years, naturall,v
you get to knuw the kind of tobacco bought by the different cigarette com-
panies atd the prices they pay for it . Starting the bids on the baskets cnd
watching the competition and seeing the tobacco eold to the irighest biddur -
you are bound io know what kind of tobacco brings the highest prices . idy
own experience shows that the top prices are paid, again aEal again, Ly The
American Tobacco Compard for Burley that ie light in texture, thinner bodied,
ripe and mellaw in quality . Il'his is just about the finest Burley you can
get aryynhere in the world regardless of price . I have noticed in 21 years
of starting bids, that LUCKY STRIKE has maintnihed the same high standard of
quality in byying tobacco. Seunon after soaeon they go after the choiceloaf
that comes from the lower half of a tobacco sinik . This finer leaf makes ,:
finer cigarette . It will smoke smooj.her, cooler end sweoterp it wdll give
yuu real flavor and aroma: and it will taste milder . When tobacce :f this

kind is put into a cigurette,yau've gat sumething really worth smoking . Aky

tobacco men knows thie, that's w}tv so many of them, who see the f'iner naturcl :-
l,v rsilder tobaccos bought by American onch aeuson, pick LUCKIES for thoir

ovm cigarette and that's wty I too, have been smoking LUCKIE6 new fcr the
last eight years . You can't get a finer cigarette because you c<.n't Er.t exrv
finer tobacco than the tobacco that goes into LUCKIES . I think this is s :m , -
thing worthwhile knowing for ariy man or woman nho smokos cigarettes :

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144
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ltiILLLiN LEE GRxNCii ~ i OCCUPATION : Auctioneer
Winterville, N . C .

NO. OF YEfiliS IN OCCUYLTION : 24 Years

NO. OF YEARS e. LUCKY STRIKE SMOKER: 18 Years

NICKNAWE : llillie

STATEh1E1VT - JANUARY 23, 1942

Sure I smoke LUCKIES - been smoking them now for 18 years, and for a ver~ good
reason . I smoke LUCKIES because I knes they're made of just about the finest
tobacco you ce.n get aqvrvihere at any price . Aqv tobacco man will tell you
that the quality of a cigarotte depends on the quality of the tobacco that
goes into it and I know, from long experience, that LUCKY STRIKE bqys the
finest quality tobacco on the market and pays some bendsome prices for it .

6hen I say "long experionce," I menn just that . As far back rs 1 ccn ro-
member, I've been connected with tobacco one way or another . uqy fe.tlu:r
worked a tobucco farm for many years and I not only helped him in -a :e -;rowing
and priming nni curing of the leaf, but I used to go along with him tc the
markots whore he put up his tobacco fur sale . I remember how fascinated I
was the first time I attended ~n auction with uv father - and the most heroic
figure in qv eyes was the auctioneer . The first auctioneer I heard made suc :e
c deep impress'.cn on me that I decided right then and there that when I gri- :,,
up, I was gcing ta be an uuctioneer, too . From that day n, whenever I}v_d e
Sparc moment, I used to practice the eucti .~neer's chant und ge through all the
motions of catching bids snd crsryiny vn the sale . Occssionally, there w :uld
be a basket party at the country schoollwusa I attended, and I wus always pr<nu-

a peccock whonever I was called upon to auction off the buskets .~

Wel
fr .

l, sir, I've been auctioneering nov fer 24 years . I have sold t ;;bacco
,m wnl~to-re¢ll at more than 3,000 nuctions in Nortl: Carolina and Tennessee .

That means that I have sald over 120,000,000 pounds of tobacco. an :,uctionecr
handling the sale, catching bids fr ~r the byvers :.nd standing right up close
t: the tobacao that ie sold, gets to know after a while, the kind nf leaf thr.t
each cigarette compuqv buys cnd the prices they pay for it . Nor, looking back
:ver uw 24 ye¢rs as un auctioneer, I ecn truthfully state that season after
s.aasou, the finest loaf in the house goes t„ LUCKY STRIKE . The IACKI[ STRIK6
buyers have had the same str.ndcrd of quality for as far back as I can remes;ber .
It gats su that after a wh11e, when :.n auctianaer comes upen : - basket )f ripc,
nulder, swecter tobacco, almost cutamc.ticully 've'll look up at the LUCKY Sia .IKP
bttiors and wait for the bids. Even before a sele begins, I c~;uld take y :n
ds~,n the rows ~f tobacco baskets and p.;int ut in advance just which bc,skets
The hmerican Tobacco C~;¢pab boys will bid un. I think this indicates, more
than anything else I cnn say, that LUCKY SIRIKE vents the best tobacco xe imve
t, offer - regardless of price . Offer the LUCKY STRIKE boye a baaket of _
gruirw, mellow, thinner lenf' - the kind of tubccco that smokes smoother and

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



FILLI..@d Le:E BRANCH

STATEEIEHT- JANUARY 23, 1942 (Cont'd .)

teates better - and you can be sure they'11 start bidding that basket up and

up until they've topped all competition, and the basket is "Seld nmuriccn ."

So it's only common sense, you see, to go by what you know . I know the kind

of tobacco LUCKY STRIKE byvs, I know the handsome price they pay for it, and
I know the fine tobacco they bW will give me the milder, better-tc.sting smoke
I want. So what could be more natural than for me to pick LUCKIES when I byv
my own cigarette? Yes, I've been smoking them for 18 years - and I enjoy them
eo much that I never miss the opportunity to pass the good word along to others .
Recently, I was asked to address 500 students at the Castle Heighta Military

AcadecW in Lebanon, Tennessee . I spoke to these boys about ny experience as
a tobacco auctioneer . . . I told them how important it is for an auctioneer to
know tobacco quality and tobacco value before he can even attempt to sell . . .
and I demonstrated tiie style I uee in chantd.ng ciy own bids . nfter my talk,
one ef the bqys asked me what ciEarette I smoked . I told ium the sawc thing
I have been saying here - that I've been smoking LUCKIES for 1 .8 years and that,
in ud opinion, the tobacco thnt goes into LUCKIES is as fine t ,bacco us you cau
get uqywhere . Arud one of the things I tried to impress upon those boys is tiat
milder tubucc z insures a milder, more fragrant, better-tastine cigarette .

Another good reasan wty I smoke LUCKIEti is because I fi.nd them so easy on rqq
ttsoct . 1, tobacco e.uctioneer's voice is his grentest asset . He simply maat
keop it in gaod condition if he ,^rants to do his job . I smoke -.m an c:vorago
of at leest two packs of LUCKIES a da,y, and I find that even after a busy d :yls
aucticnecring, sy voice is still in good shape . I began to understand uhy,
LUCKIES are sceasy cn rqy throat when I went through the LUCKY STRIKE pln .nt an:.i
saw the 'ToastinE" process in operatiun . "Tousting" the finer qunlity toLc.cca
LUCKY STRIKE btqs removes harshness and makes this tobacce even mellower, .
smoother and cooler .

Prhenever someone at the ¢uctions asks me why I ::moke LUCKIES, my answer is,
"Because I know what I'u smoking ." Yes, air, when you smoke LUCKIES, you

-"' awika the finest tcbacco . I guess I'm not the onlv one who knows this, be-
cause the big majority :,f tobaccn men I sue, at the aucti 3ns zll over the s ::uth,
als~ pick LUCKIES f~r their win cigarette . 1 think, by trying ea package of
LUCKIES, every smoker can fin3 out for himself tku.t better tobacca makes a
better cigarette .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



JOSEPH Hi.FhISON bUANETT OCCUPATION : Auctioneer
buffalo Springs, Virginia

NO . OF YEAkS IN OCCUPATIONe 12 Years

NO . OF YExEb n LUCKY STItIKE SppOKEA : 12 Yrs .

NICI4JAE0E• Joe

ST:,TE67ENT- JANUARY 30, 1942

Did you ever hear a 14-year-old tobacco auctioneerl Well, I was one . Yes,
sir, I wae just a shaver when I sold my first pile of tobacco . And I re-
member that memorable experience, just as if it were yesterdey . I was as
nervous as could be - but when that first d&yts sale was over, I xr.s the
happiest boy in Necklenburg County, Virglnl : .. . Fourteen yenru old - and a
regular big-time auctioneer (so I thought)- that was enough to make aqv lad
mighty proud . I sold tobacco for eight weeks that season. . . drove 10 miles
to do it . . .nnd got the big salary of $G .00 u week for doing it . believe
me, I couldn't have been heppier if they'd paid me a million .

Since then, I've walked a long road, selling tobacco from wall to wall at the
markets in Lumberton and Oxford, North Carolina and in Lexington, Kentucla .
It's been twelve years now, and in that time, I've sold on an avercge of .
20,000,000 pounds of tobacco a year - that makes a sum total of 240,000,000
ounds of tobtcco sold alt •ether Now just think uf all the bids I've had

to chant to se that much tobacco - millions and millions of 'em. And jus-„
. think of what that me¢ns to a aan's voice . I guess I'm one of those lucltv

people whose throat can tnke a lot . And ayir>t; "luclq" .reninfls me that I'vc
always given much of the credit for my easy tsout to LUCKIES, themselves .

You see, it gets pretty hot dawn south, and auctioneering is hard w< :rk . be

evvey half-hour or so, ~11 of us - buyers, warehouseman c.nd the other tobaccc
mon on the floor - . pause to refresh ourselves with a sof`t drink and c smoke .
I alvays manage t,: smoke a LUCKY ¢uring those intermissions . enl slnce I
average dtout two pr.cks of LUCKIE:: a day, I think I cen speak auth~ritatively
when I point out that LUCKIES have r.lwoys be un kind t: iqy throat . Inciuenta-
ly , I nutice that during these breathing spells we take at the auctions, most
of the cther independent tobacco uen also light up LUCKIES .

The fact that LUCKIES are easy .~n qv throat seems to me, personally, a pretty
g~ud reason for smoking them - and I've boen smuking them no; for more th&n
12 year., . But as c tobncca man, I know thut the milder, cooler, better-tr .s-
ing smoke I get out of LUCKIES is due to only uae thing - the kind of tobr_ccrt that goes into them

. And I er.n say s>methit:g about this, too, because < .ro
an auctiunoer, I am ri~Lt on the spot to see what kind of tobacco each of
the different cigar a_ j_ ~~+~i.~a thc prices puid

d at-the markets where I auctioneer .~f@LZOCRY•3"fCiIAE alwcys gar~ :

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



JOSEPH HARHISON NUIiNETT -2-

STATF167iT- JlslUIIff 30, 1942 (Cont'd .)

after the top qoelSty'tuuacco put up for sale - tobacco that's lighter budied,
ailly textured and really .ature . Tobacco like this brings the funcy prices
at the auctions - but it's really worth the price, when you think of thenmek-
ing enjoyeent you got after this finer tobacco goes into a cigarette . Now
this LUCKY STRIKE standard of high quality ie not somsthing I've noticed just

now cnd then . It's aoaething that's been guing on for a long time- and if
you uere present at the auctions, you'd see the LUCKY STRIKE bnprere, year
after year, go after the finer leaf that mekee finer smoking . xnd over and

over again, you'd sea them bid the top dollsr to get what they want .

got onl.v have I sold tobacco, but ever since I wae u youngster, working on
qv father'e tobacco farm, I h&ve had the experience of growing tobacco - and
that goes right up to the present. So I think I Imow just what finer to-

bacco ie . As a tobacc~ me.n, I can tell you that the only way to get a su-
perior cigarette'•ia to use finer tobacco in it . et auction efter auction,

I see LUCKY STRIKE bid the price up and up to get tobacco thut's reully t~pe
in quality - the finest leaf developed through long years of tobacco ex-
perience . Fhen you get the finer part cf a crop nowadays, you're really
getting juet about the best tobacco that has ever been grown - because crops

todqy are much improved through all the new developmsnta in agricultural
methods . So when I say that LUCKY aTRIKE continues to bay their ue+ml fine
grade of tobacco, I really mean that since crops nre better than ever, it
stards to reason that LOCKIKS, too, are better than ever .

I can't think of a better reason for smoking LUCKI&S than the fact that LUCK• :
STRIRE cigurettes are made of the finer, milder, 1ig)iter tobaccos . That's
the kilrl of tobacco that gives a smoker everything he wants in a cigarette .

dnd thet pluinly and simply is vlq I, personally, have smoked LUCKIGS .for th :=
laat 12 years .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



~V
ROBERT NASH COOPER OCCUPxTION : Auctioneer Ly ~
Washington, N. C .

NO . OF YEARS IN OCCUPnTION : 23 Year s

NO . OF YEAHS A LUCKY STRIKE SMOKER : 5 Years ~

NICI4VA6g : Bob

STATEMENT- TAtNh.HY 30, 191,2

In every section of the tobacco belt where I auctioneer, I've noticed most
of the tobacco men smoking LUCKIES . Now, when you see so ma:ry men who
know tobacco emoking the sa®e cigarette, there must be a good reason for
it . Perhaps it's the sc.me recsan that made me change to LUCKIES 5 yecrs
ago . Speaking as one tobacco man, let me teE you wlu~t I go by when I
choose LUCKIES for sy own cigarette.

Good tobacco makes a good cigarette - you might call this a fun3amental
law that every smoker understands . Clearly, then, the better the tobzcco,
the better the cigarette . I don't think any smoker will deiy that . So
let's put it a11 in a nutshell, and say that the best way to judge t . cigar-
ette is to ask yourself wha.t kind of tobacco is in it .

Novr, when I light up a LUCKY, I know Uhet the tobaeco in it is finer, milder,
better-tasting -tobacco that will snoke sweet as honey burn smoother, and
t,.ste cooler . I know this, bec~use for a long, long time now as an auction-
eer, I have seen The American Tobseco Compaxqr pay the price to get the choicest
tobacco in the house .

And I know what good tobacco is, because I have been growing tobacco on my

own farm practically all wy life . As a youngster, I used to help mW father
with his tobacco - preparing the plant beds - setting tnd transplanting -
curing, grading and marketing the leaf . Besides this long experience in
the cultivation of tobacco, I have had some good practical trnining in the
handling and the selling of the leaf . I worke9 at various jobs in the ware-
houses and got to know the many different types c.M gr€des of tobacco, and
for the last 23 years, I have been selling tobaceo as an auction@er at the
markets in Georgia, North Carolina, Virginia and Tenneseee . I sell on an
average of 15,000,000 pounds of tabacoo c year . That means thi:t I kmve cold
well over 300,000,000 pounds of tobccco in all . So qy experience covers

the subject of tobacco from the time the seed is put in the ground until
the time the leaf ie carried off the floor to the factory .

Now, an auctioneer has one indispensable tool - that's his voice. He must
keep that voice of his in gcod conditiong otherwise he just can't sell
tabacco . Now, I've sold in Georgia when the beat s tood at 1120 ineide the
warehouse, end I've sold in Tennessee when the thermometer pointed to 3" be1:-v
zero - and believe me, crying bids in all kinds of weather can be a real
strain on an auctioneer's voice . I have found that LUCKIES never bother
,py throat in the least . In all the time I have been smoking LUCKIES, never
once have they had aqy harsh effects . To me, personally, that's an excellent
reason for chocsing LUCKIES for cry o9m cigarette .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



ROBERT NASH COOPER -2-

STATENENT- dANUARY 30, 1942 (Cont'd .)

But perhaps more important, ry chcice of LUCEIE3 is based on the fact that
only the finer tobacco goes into them . I cun sry this with some author-
ity, because at the auctions, year in and year out, I see the light, groixV,
t2Snner 1qnf "Sold American" again e.nd again. This kind of tobccco means
milder, cooler Smcking . And finer leaf of this sort brings the high-
est price . I have noticed that the LUCKY STRIKE byvers, for mqv years

now, lwve naintnined the ecme high stand ::rd ~f quality - and that regard-
less of price they go after the kind of tobacco that makes a really fine
cigarette . f es, those LUCKY STRIKE stanlards don ' t vary - uhether they're
buying the yellow flue -cured Bright I sell on the Georgia aal North Caro-
linc markets, or the brown, air-cured Burley I sell cn the Teimessee mnr-
kets .

In 23 years of nuetioneering I've learned te know the be. .:kocs o
Y

'.,ebaceo
on which LUCKY STRIKE aill b1dg and 19 times ut tf 20 ~+ ::eneverI ccme
upon ca choice basket of inellow, light fluffy tobaccc,I. ocn predict thut
LUCKY STRIKE will be right there pitcLng thoe,e bids, imtil the toLaccc is
"Suld AmericenJ"

Please remember that when I talk about LUCKIES . I'm just explaining Rv owm
personal preforence . I am absolutely independent eT ~ .xd compary . Every-
body wtw- knows me as an auctioneer knows tbat all the byvors get the same
fcir and impartial consideration .from me . It's a].weys "first come, firnt
served^ at any auction I am conduoting .

But when I pick a cigarette fur yv own enj~yment- v .ell- that cigerette's : .
LUCKY . I uant a good cmoke, as well +s the next manx and I knou that tha
tobacco that goes into LUCKIYS will give me the lighter, better-taeting
smoke I want. To sum it up, LUCKIES suit ndthrost and suit aV taste .
And I'll be doggoned if I can see what more anyane would ask for in c.
cigarette .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



JOE4I
Sdffi.4 LACPRENCE CUMMINS

33 Main Street
Cynthiana, Ky .

OCCUPATION : Auctioneer

N0. OF YEARS IN OCCUPATION : 21 Years

NO.OF YEARS A LUCKY STRIKE SMOKER : 18 Years

NICKNAME: --

STATEEvENT - FEBRUARY 2, 191:2

There is an old saying around these parts that, "Once an euctioneer, always an
auctieneer," it sort of gets into your blood, I guess . In my orm case for in-
stanco, after a strenuous season as a tobacco auctioneer, I fill in the rest of
the year by auctioneering live stock and real estute . There was even a period
in my life, when for two years I served as a member of the Kentucky Senate .
Tobacco, however is my main interest . You might say that this interest in
tobacco goes back to my cradle days . You see, I was raised on my Father's
tobacco farm where I learned nll the 1lmdementals of growing, cultivating, cur-
ing, grading and marketing tobacco . Even today I still work the same farm my
Father worked before me years ago . So etv experience with tobacco has been
practical and down to earth . I reckon that's the best way to learn any busi-
ness. -

I began to apply this practical tobacco education when I started as an auction-
eer 21 years agu . I was only 16 years old at the time and, like all beginners,
pretty green at the business . But in the years that followed I slowly acquired
all the fine points involved in the uuctioneering of tobacco . I learned how to
catch the bids, I beeame faniliar with the standards of the different cigarette
companies and I got a pretty good notion of the various types and grades of
tobacco sold snd the prices paid .

Ever since I started as an auctioneer, I have been working on the Burley market
at Cynthiana, Kentucky, sdiich is the largest, eone eet^ Burley market in the
world . I sell on an average of !y million pounds a year - and if you want to
build up a mountain of tobacco just multiply these ly million pounds of tobacco
by 21 years of experience,

'.When;yeu sell tobacco from wa11 to wa11 for as many ,vears as I have, you got to
know just what kind of tobscco each of the cigarette companies buys and the
prices paid for it . I can say that LUCKY STRIKE, as far back as I can remember
has been buying some of the ripest, sweetest tobacco grown in the heart of
Kentucky's Blue Grass oountry . I see the same thing happen yoar after year .
And I know that to get this lighter, milder leaf LUCKY STRIKE pays woll above
the average market price . In tobacco, as in anything else, you get just that
you pay for . So when LUCKY STRIKE tops all competition for the finer naturally
milder leaf, and when they do this season after season, they are bound to get
their money's worth in a cigarette that's really milder and better tasting . As
a tobacco man I know this to be true - and it's only a matter of conmon sense
for any man to act on what he knows, That's why for 18 years now I've been
smoking LUC%IES . I know that when I bay LUCKIES I'm getting fine tobaoco - and
fine tobacco means a cooler, milder smake . Other independent tobacco men like
myself - auctioncers, warehouse men and independent buyers also know the im-
portanoe of fine tobacco in a cigarotto . I suppose that's why so many of these
men who biry, sell and handle tobacco at the auctions alac aznoke LUCKIES .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



FLOYD GREENE CLAY OCCUPATION : Vrarehouse Owner

Route 4,
Verscilles, Kentucky . N0 . OF YEARS IN OCCUPATION : 22 Years

NO . OF YEARS A LUCKY STRIKE SMOKER: 15 Years

NICKNAM1g' : -

STATF1kN71' - FEBRUARY 2, 1942 .

One way of measuring a man's tobacco experience is by knowing the volume
of tobacco he has hrndled . So todey I would like to figure out mathematically
the actual distance that would be covered by the tobseco I've seld in cy
lifetime . C1:{y's Number 1 Narehouse in Lexington, Kentucky, if vhich I cm

part owner and operator, is one of the largest in the wurld . It holds twoa
:million pounds of tobacco at one sale, heo a driveway capacity for two
hundred loaded trucks, and special prism lighting that eliminates glare sc
that bryers c :.n judge tobacco accurctely . The floor spaco covers 6-1/2
acres . All in a11 I've sold vell over one hundred twenty million pounns
of tobacco as a warehousemon .

Now aftar twenty-tvv> ycars in the warehouse business, I think I shou .Ld
knnw a little bit abcut tobacco . Lot me sd2 that besides this oxpex~ience
in the selling of tobacco, I have had a good basic tralNng in the groxwinl
of tobacco . I was ronning r. tobacco fr.rm when I was eighteen ye :as old,
and even today during the off months I work ry own 446 ccre fcrm on which
I grow tobacco . I use chnt I know about tobacco quality tnd tobacco value
every dqy at the o.uctlms where I start the bid on the many thousmids of
individual baskets in the warehouse . This combincticm of tobcecs experienci -
--the growing end and the selling end--gives me tho right to tnlk as a
tobacco veteran .

I have had what you might call a "ring side seat" at the eucti .ms .for
ttenty-two yeurs . I've not only started the bid on the different baskete
of tobacco, but I've been right there nn the spot when those baskets were
sold. As a result, I knov the kind of tobacco that is bought by the
different cigcsette companies and the prices pai d for it. I he:ve noticed,
up through the years, that LUCKY STFSKE buys eome of the finest tobacco

on the floor end pays some mighty h :mdsome prices to got it . Tobacco of
this sort is uniform in color on both sides, silk,v in texture, thinner ;nd
lighter in quality . This is tobacco with real flavor ond mellov.ness-
tobacco that will bum freely, smoke smoother, end taste milder . Naturall,y
tobecco of this sort brings the highest price, but I have noticed that
the LUCKY STRIKE byvers do not let price stand in their way when the
tobacco is reclly tops in quallty . I have seen them pcy well cbave the
average market price, season after season, te get this finer, nnturaily
milder leaf .

A men goes by what he sees and by what he knows . I see LUCKY STRIKE buy
finer tobacco and I knon that finer tobacco meens e finnr cigarette .
That's vdrr I've smoked LUCKIES now for thirteen years . Md I've noticed
that the big percentage of independent bypers, zuctloneers,a ;;,I ,varehousemert
with who:e I come in contact also prefer LUCKIES . These "ring siders" know
as woll as I do that good tobacco mesns a good cigerette--so they smoke
the cigarette of finer, milder tobacco - LUCKY STRIKE .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



JE3:JES NICHOLAS EU4YARDS OCCUPATION : Auctioneer

Farmville, N .C .
NO . OF YF,ARS 1,11 OCCUPATION : 35 Years

NO . OF YEARS A LUCKY STRIKE SMOKER :25 Years

NICKNAME : Jim

STATE6!ENT - January 26,1942

I just wish that all the smokers in the country could come down and watch c rce_
tobscco auction . That would p,ive them a chance to see all the differenY . ,
of tobacco we have on the floor and a11 the different orices that are oeid fu-
it . Seeing is believing - and I am sure that once they saw the kind of to3- so
LUCKY STRIKE buys, and the fancy price ?aid for this tobacco, they'd believe
me when I say you can't get a finer cigarette than LUCKIES anywhere at any
price . Yes, tobacco counts in a cigarette, Mellow, grainy, lig,hter tobacco
gives you a milder, sweeter smoke . And if all the smokers in the country had a
chance to visit any of the auctions all over the south, they'd see LUCKY STRIK'S
pay the top dollar for tobacco that is tops in quality . I think one of the
best ways to sell LUCKY STRIKE is simply for smokers to see the kind of tobacco
LUCKY STRIKE buys . You wouldn't need any salesmanship after that - one look at
a basket of the ripe, lighter bodied LUCKY STRIKE tobacco would be worth a
million words of advertising . Because tobacco tells the smoker everything he
wants to know - and the finer, costlier tobacco that LUCKY STRIKE .buys tells
the whole story when it comes to real honest-to-goodness smoking enjoyment .

I have been selling tobacco now for 35 years - and selling plenty of .it . At
auctions in North Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Kentucky and Tennessee, I reckon
I've sold, all in all, about 175,00C,000 pounds of tobacco . For the last 33
years, I have euctioneered at Monk's Warehouse in Farmville, North Carolina,
ane of the biggest warehouses in this section . One season I sold twelve end a
half million pounds of tobacco in this warehouse alone, which is more than any
other single tabacco warel:ouse in the Bright Belt has sold . It vq uld be interest-
ing to know just how many miles of territory I have actually cavered in these
35 years of walking up and down thapws of tobacco baskets, selling from wall to
wall . I am sure it would turn out to be a mighty long stretch .

Now, an auctioneer who has covered as much ground. as I have, and who has sold as
much tobacco, gets to know nretty accurately after a while, just what tobacco
each of' the different cigarette companies buys and just what price they pay .
Youdon^bhave to be a tobacco expert to know that quality costs money, and the
better the quality, the higher the cost . In all my years of being right on the
spot when the tobacco wes sold} I hahe 5een LUCKY STRIKE go after the finest
quality leaf in the house and that's the kind of ieaf that always brings the
highest ,crice' when it comos to the finer, milderl better-tasting tobacco -
the kind that makes a cigarette smeke smoother and taste better - the LUCKY
STRIKE buyers will send their bids up and up, until they've out~bid all competi-
tion, and the tobacco is "So1d Amorican ."

I see this happen every soason, and I know that the tobacco LUCKY STRIKE buys
will make a cigarette that will smoke better and taste better . The most im-
portent thing in a cigarette is the kind of tobacco that goes into it - and
the kind of tobacco that goes into LUCKIES is just about the finest you can
find in this country, This LUCKY STRIKE standard of high quality is nothing

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



JAGES NICHOLAS EDWRARCS

STATEi9EIvT - January 26, 1942

new in the tobacco business . Tobacco man all over the sauth have seen the
LUCKY STRIKE buyers operating under this high standard for many years, It gets
so that an auctioneer can walk up to a pilo of tobaccoj and know alnost at a
glance that the LUCKY STRIKE people are going to bid on it - and that's the
kind of tobacco that has everything it takes to make a milderl cooler~ better-
tasting cigarette . When I come upon an A-1 grade of tobaccoh almost automatical-
ly, I look up at the LUCKY STRIKE buyers and wait for the bids : And if that
tobacco is uniformly fine all the way down, if the leaf is ripe, grainy and
mellow, I know the bids will came flying thick and fast and the last bid often
se11s the basket to Anerican .

I see this happen again and again, year after year, so isntt it just good horse
sense, when it comes to my own smoking enjoyment, for me to go by what I see?
IPva boon smoking LUCKY STRIKES for 25 years - and when I smoke a LUCKY, I know
I'm smoking fine tobacco . As an old tobacco man, lot me tell you that's the
best reason in the world for smoking any cigarotte . I think every smoker ought
to ask himself, whenever he picks up a cigarotte -"1Rhat kind of tobacco is
this made of?" Tho answor to that question will decide whethor or not the smoker
will get a milder, mellower, coolor and better-tasting smoke . I, personally,
found the answer long ago, and still find the answer every season at the nuetions
when I see LUCKY STRIKE pay the price to got the finest tobacco we have for sale .
That's why my own cigarette for 25 years has been LUCKIES .

And there's another reason why I, porsonally, choose LUCKIES . An auctioneer must
keep his throat in good condition - otherwise, he simply has to go out of
business . And an suctioneer's throat gets plenty of exercise in the course of
a bucy season. You try "crying tobacco" - yelling out each bid - dozens of them
every minute - all during the 7-hour day, and you'll see what a strain it is on
your throat. Yet, even though I smoke about three packs a day, I find that
LUCKIES never parch or dry m,v throat . It's a cooler smoke and a milder smoke,
because the tobacco that goes into LUCKIES is lighter in texture and milder in
quality . That's why, in all my long experience as an auctioneer, LUCKIES have
never yet once let me down as far as my voice is concerned .

I think you'll agree that my reasons for smoking LUCKIES those 25 years are
pretty sound . It all boils down to this : I know what I'm smoking when I smoke
LUCKIES - I know it because, with my own eyes, T see the finer, costlier leaf
thut is bought for LUCKIES avery season at markets all over the eouth . Other
tobacco men know this, too - that's viny the big majority of them also smoke
LUCKY STRIKE - the cigarette that is made of the finest quality tobacco you can
buy .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



REUBEN GLENN FLEERNG . OCCUPATIONi Independent Buyer
Middleburg, N .C .

NO .OF YEARS IN OCCUPATION : 15 Years

NO .OF YEARS A LUCKY STRIKE SMOKER : 15 Years

NICKNAb1E: Reuben

STATEMENT - JAIIUARY 14, 1942

As far back as I can remember, my people were tobacco farmers, and I£ol-
lowed in their footsteps . I grew my own crops until 1936, but I was also
active on the markets as an-indepepd6ptn buyer . My two older brothers
were in this line of buwiness and they helped me to get started, As a
tobacco grower, I already knew a great deal about the quality of'tobacco .
But I had .to learn a great deal more about the value of the different
grades or qualities . In short, I had to find out that certain types of
tobacco would bring a better price because they had the mildness and better
tasta most smokers are looking for .

During the past 15 years, I've applied this knowledge of the leef and its
value to my business as an independent buyer . I've bought, as I figure it,
1,500,000 pounds of tobacco at markets in North and South Carolina . That
represents an investment of about $300,000 .00 - $300,000.00 of myown
money,

So you can see why it is a matter of dollars and cents to me to know to-
bacco . Tobacco is really my bread and butter . At auctions I have to
make up my mind in a split second just how much to bid un a certain lot
of tobacco, and a penny mistake per pound of tobacco would cast me dollars .

Well, I guess the mere fact that I em eating regularly - and have been for
15 years - shows that I have a pretty fair idea of tobacco values, And
the fact that I am smoking LUCKIES shows the ssme thing, in my opinion .

I do most of my buying at Henderson, North Carolina, which is near my home .
In Henderson's seven different warehouses this year - as for many years bew
fore - I've soen LUCKY STRIKE buy the smooth, fine textured, thin tobacco
that makes for a good smoke . Of couree, this tobacco costs more . But
LUCKY STRIKE'S buyers consistently pay the price to got this milder and
better tasting leaf . Knowledge of this fact makes me a pretty penny an
occasions . You see, I sometimes buy baskets of tobacco that are poorly
graded, and get them at alow price as a result . By regrading them carew
fully and putting only the clean, fine, good smoking leaf into one lot,
I can often resell that tobacco to LUCKIES at a very good profit to me .

I think most smokers would be intorested to know that the thin, light type
of tobacco LUCKY STRIKE buys is milder than the heavy leaf . It is also
eesier on the throat and smokes cooler . These are advantages everyone
surely wants in a cigarette . Certainly they are what we tobacco men like,
In the importent tobacco market of Hondorson, North Carolinn, I've noticed
that LUCKIES are 'wqy ahead not only among tobacco farmers, but among in-
dependent tobacco buyers, auctioneers, and wniehousemen . .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



REUBEN GLENN FLEMING

STATEMENT - JANOARY 14,1542 (Cont'd .)

Yes, good tobacco makes a good smoke and the better it is, the more en-
,joyment you get . At auction after auction, I see LUCKIES pay what it
costs to get the finer, milder lenf . That should certsinly er.plain why I,
ns a completely impartial and independent tobacco man, picked LUCKIES for
my own cigarette . Itve smoked them for the past 15 yenrs .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



$ANLE EfNiE4T FOKBE.S A .., OCCUPATION : Tobacco Auctioneer

~e~lle, NiC. ,` ~'\NO.OF YEARS IN CCCUPATION : 15 Yeare

OF YEARS A LUCKY STRIKE 15NO. SMOKER: Teats

NICKNAME: Earlo - "B111"

STATEMENT - January 14,1942

I think the chant of the tobacco auctioneer, as heard on LUCKY STRIKE radio pro-
grems, has attracted a lot of people . - So they'd perhaps be interested to know
that in 1938 and 1939 1 ran a real echool for tobacco auctioneers in Durham,
North Carolina . The school met in 14eagum'e Warehouse end the sessions were four
hours every day, Saturd.ys included. The course lasted eight weeks . I had eight
students one year, six students another .yeer ; and out of those 14, six of them
got jobs as tobacco auctioneers - .Niich, considering the difficulty of th'ewcrk,
was a pretty good record ; I think

. One thin -i+ed-ES-lwva .rsa_A_g4,od._yu1?k.SLSe3116encs,
added --I guees anyone een sing out bids
and sound sort of like an auctioneer, but ~o b e 1 •^ti - ' .e
be able to recognize the grade and quality of tobaccoa to eativat~ue,
end o oa o , n~µ„~+ki'~ an eve. q~x,
thq_, cy, fact is why to ecco men~23Fe"me .re pretty good judges of cigarettes . .
You see, we sa1S£o~-aST~R~'CSgID'e'ESE"'gBll[~Ki( r'EC~d!£;"'~9FS"p"L'qy no favorites

. We sell to the highest bidder . So o of necessity, we know the
type of tobacco it is, whether it's milder and better tasting, and who pays the
price to get it . Well, at market after marketjI ive noticed this : as the bide
go up and up on a basket of choice tobacco, LUCKY STRIKE keeps right on bidding

'til the last dollar and the highdollar makes the basket "Sold Americau , "
Having seen this happen at auctione a11 over the southl it's iatural for me to
ask for LUCKIES when I etep up to the cigarette counterl

Perhaps .I should point out that before I bedamo a dprofesecr" of auctioneeringi
4 had acquired quite a bit of experienbe Sh the fieldl 1(V gtandfather and father

built the f,rat warehouse over built in Greonville, North Cadolina back in 1890,
and there has been a Forbee operating a warehouse since then right up to the -
preeent day in Greenville . We11, as a ycungater, I started in ee an independent

tobacco bqyerl I bought for 10 yeare, then took a j ob in a cigarette factory
operated by Liggett k!(yere . I really-got n knowledge of tobacco right from eeed
to cigarette, for I also gtew tobacco for many years . Well, with this training
behind me, I finally got my wish to be a tobacco auctioneer . This weein Cairo,
Georgia, and I started to really give out with the chant I had been practicing ' for a good long time in

my bathtub - yes, singing, or rather chanting, in the
bathtub was the way I got tqy, ffirst practice at crying out the bids . Sinco then,
I have auctioneered at mexq markets in North Caroline, South Cerolina, Virginia,
Tennessee and Kentualqq I have sold v r 200 OOLLDOG . .
ye_ar_s : tobacLCg, whiall,.j ~ ee , te Dsoug,ht well over- 0 00G WO 00_ Thatts-a
h~ea o'f"tobaeco and a ha¢g~e,gy,and ~LLt,~~ks,~t~ .},y,gfy~,.pyl-q,giiRdg ;,,lA~ . .A~97lt
the lenf and about how to select the-klnd of cigar®tte that will give the most~_~... . . . ._...e . . .._ ...m....._.~ ..._~. .. . . . ._ .
ms-aklIIg~nyLymaNt~ .."-'~"° . . .

At markets where I have sold, LUCKY STRIKE has been especially interested in
gotting

,
the "luge" - that is,the second and third primings from the tobacco

stalk. They pick out the leatwith the most color, the beet grain, the light .
body that insure a good samoke . In fact, IPvo often-told people thieo -If Z
wore having special cigarettea~tallor-made for me parsonallY , I,.woUld„uee_smatly

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



EARLE ERNEST FORBES

STATEGaOT - Jnnucry 14,1942 (Cont' d . )

tho same grades of tobacco that LUCKIES~s a_1_1 over the south . And
7 guo "aEriEF"~oFscco men - independent buyere , auctioneers ond ware-
housomen - feel the same way . At lenst{ the grenter majority of thcn that I`ve
noticed choose LUCKIES for their own cignrotte . Tobacco that's ripe and light
nnd mellox makes a mild smoke - it makes a smoke that's easy on your throat -
it makes a smoke that's definitely .better tasting and has a bettsr aroma . -So.,
sineo LUCKY STRII(E consistently pays the price to got this kind of tobacco , it's
simply cmmnan sense for us who are in the know to smoke LUCKIES . That's why
I'vo smoked them myself for 15 yonrs now .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



HYNAN FRIEDBERG OCCUPATION: Independent Buyer
Route #1,
Buechel,$y. NO. OF YEARS IN OCCUPATION : 39 Years

140 . OF YEARS A LUCKY STRIKE SMOKER : Ply Yrs .

NICNNAE E : "Friedy"

STATEMETIT - FEBRUARY 5, 1942

Way back at the end of the last century, my father ran a small tobacco manufac-
turing business in Philadelphia . As a boy, working in my father's plant, I used
to experiaey with different kinds of tobacco in an attempt to create a perfect
hand-relled cigarette . I found, soon enough, that the only way to make a really
fine cigarette was to use a blend of the very beet tobaccos available . ,

Today, after a long lifetime in the tobacco business, I wouldn't attempt a tailor-
made cigarette for my uwn enjoyment . The reason for that is that in LUCKY STRII(E
I have found a cigarette that can't be matched for blend, flavor or taste . I say
this because I know the tobacco that goee into LUCRIES -- and that tobacco is
without doubt the finest ever grown .

Let me tell you how I happen to know this . In my lifetime I have been actively
engaged in every phase of the tobacco business, from the time the seed is planted
in the ground until the cigarette comes out of the factory . I've grown tobacco
on my own farm for many years and I still turn out a pretty good crop . And for
the last 39 years I have been buying tobacco at the auctions on my own account .
I have covered every market in the South, Bright, Burley and Maryland . I buy
on an average of ten million pounds of tobacco a year, which represents on
investment of aome two million dollars . The Falls City Tobacco Company, of which
I= President, is one of the largest indepondent tobacco dealers in the country
-- and we sell tobacco to all the cigarette companies . The tobacoo I buy at the
auctions is cured, radried, stemmed and stored in our own storage shods . Occa-
sienally I buy tobacco on order for one or another of the large cigarette com-
panies, but most of the time I operate as an independent buyer with a very
personal "dollare and cents" interest in the tobacco market . It's nbeolutely'
imperative for me to know the different types, grades and standards of the
various cigarette companies because I buy with the object of reselling the
tobacco to these companies . You can't make a go of it in my business unless
your judgment of tobacco quality and tobacco value is sound . I don't 111b to
hand myself any bouquets but I think my record of 39 years as a successful

independent tobacco man speaks we11 for my uwn tobacco judgment.

Yes, I have handled an enormous volume of tobacco in 39 years of independent
buying on the markets . In that time, I have learned just what kind of tobacco
each of the cigarette companies wants for their individual brands . In my opin-
ion the tobacco bought by AMERICAN for LUCK STRIKES is unquestionably the
finest quality loaf sold . No matter how much money you were willing to spend
for tobacco, you couldn't get better quality tobeaco than is bought every season
for LUCKIES -- because better quality tobacco than that simply doesn't grow .
The tobacco that LUCKY STRIKE buys -- and I am speaking of Bright, Burley and
Maryland tobaccos -- is of the thinner, lighter, milder variety . This tobacco
sells for the top price at the auctions . It's been my experience that for this
ripe, mellow tobacco LUCKY STRIKE is ready to bid the price up and up to take
the basket. '

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



HYMAN FRIEDBERG

STATEMENT - FEBRUARY 5, 1942 (Cont - d.)

Anothor thing I have noticed about THE AMERICAN TOBACCO COMPANY buyers is that
they will stick closer to the top grade than any other cigarette company in the
business. Regardless of the crop, the LUCKY STRIKE buyers stick to their stand-
ard of high quality -- and even when tho crop is short and the price high, they
still go after the finest leaf in the house and pay a pretty penny to got it,
I think this ezylaine why LUCKIES, year in an year out, maintain tho same

perfection of quality . I know that the LUCKIES I smoke today are made of the
sasne top-grade tobacco as the LUCKIES I smoked 10 years ago . This consistency

of quality, it seems to me, explains why the vast majority of tobacco men smoke
LUCKIES . They know that LUCkYSTRIKE means fine tobacco not only this season,
or next season, but every season .

YPhen you get right down to it,'what are some of the things that every smoker
would like to get from a cigarette? Wellj there's mildness, better taste and
good flavor . And they want a cigarette that will smoke cool, emooth and fragant
and that will be easy on the throat . These are the ideal qualities of an ideal
cigarette . And the only way to capture all of these qualities in a cigarette is
to use finer tobacco . Year after year, at one auction after another, LUCKY
STRIKE pays the price to get tobacco that is right, lighter, thinner bodied --
and, therefore, naturally milder . Only this finer tobacco can make a perfect
cigarette . That9s why, wanting the best, I have boen smoking LUCKIES now for
24 years .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



TH01dAS J'SFFERSON GREEN OCCUPATION : Auctioneer
Y?alnut Covat N . C .

NO. OF YEARS IN OCCUPATION : 22 Years

NO . OF YEARS A LUCKY STRIKE SMO KER : 21 Years

NICKNPl. E : Tom

STATEMENT - JANUARY If, 1942

A tobacco auctioneer has to be right on his toes at the auotiene, He has to soll
thousands and thousands of pounds of tobncco a day, and he has to have a. quick
eye to catch the bids that come flying thick and fast when the competition is
keen. Axdmost important of all, he 3wst keep his throat in good shape ; other-
wise, he could not sing out the bids as they are flashed to him by the different
buyers . It is quite oa strain to keep an auction going at a good pace all during
a wo rking day .

Tobacco auctioneers are not born over-night . As in most other businesses, you
have to serve a long apprenticeship before you can know your way around, A
good deal of what I know about tobacco I got from my father, who grew tobacco
for many years, and much of what my father knew about tobacco came from his
father before him. In short, you might say I am a tobacco man born and Sred.
I've been growing tobacco all my life, and this year on rtd farm at Walnut Cove,
I've grown more than 20,000 pounds of tobacco, and right smart tobacco, if I
do say so myself . S:ow, ever since I started smoking, my cigarette has been
LUCF.IES,and'.I've got two brothers who both grow tobacco, and they emoke LUCKIES,
too . Let me try to tell you some of the reasons why LUCKIES are a favorite
not only with tobacco farmers, but with auctioneers, warehousemen, and in-
dependent buyers .

You see, we are in a better position to judge cigarettes) because we see the
kind of tobacco that the various companies buy, For many years now, I have
noticed that at the different markets where I've been 6uctioneering, LUCKY
STRIKE has bought the finest tobacco that came up fOr sale - tobacco that was
ripe, sweet and mild - and I have seen them top all competition in order to get
it . You've got to pay the price to get the kind of tobacco that wi11 give you
the greatest smoking enjoyment, and one thing I can say is, that the LUCKY
STRIKE buyer will never let price stand in his way whenever a choice basket
of tobacco oonos up . Sos it stands to reason that when you buy the lighter,
sweeter tobacco, you're going to get a milder~ better tasting smoke . For a
long time, I have seen LUCKY STRIKE buy just that kind of tobaccoj and so
when it comes to buying cigarettes myself, naturally, I pick a,eigarette I
know is made of fine tobacco . And as I say, that cigarette for mote than 21
years now has been LUCKY STRIKE .

Here's another reason why I've been smoking LUCKIES for so long . When you get
through with a hard day's auctioneering, your throat hus been under quite a
strain . Yet, even at the height of the season, when I work hardest, I find
that LUCKIES never bother my throat in the least . I have seen the famous
LUCKY STRIKE "Toasting" process in operation, and I know that it helps to
mellow the tobacco end removes harsh irritants . I think that's why it makes
mighty smooth smoking for the throat .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



THOb;AS JEFFERSON GREEN

STAT'~.A' fENT - January 19,1942

So those are my personal reasons for smoking LUCHIES . And let me point out that
personal reasons are the only reasons I have, for I sm not connected with any
cigarette company in any way . As far as my business goes, LUCKY STRIKE is only
one of many buyers on the market, and I deal with them all on the same fair,
equal and impartial basis . Now rrhen it comes to picking a cigarette for my own
enjoyment, I pick LUCKIES because I know the kind of tobacco that's boia=ht for
them - the fine, ripe, sneet, mild leaf that makes the best smoking . I-
guess most tobacco men like myself agree on this, because I have noticed that
the great majority of them also choose LUCKIES .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



CARL HARTFIELD OCC'JPATION : Independent Buyer
Grcensburg, Ky .

NO .OF YEARS IN OCCUPATION : 25 Years

NC .OF YEARS A LUCKY STRIKE S?GOKER : 24 Years

NICP.NADE : -

STATEMENT - February 5, 19142

I have been in the tobacco business long enough tc motico the remarkablo ch~mCe
that has occurred in the quality of tobacco that comos to the market . Ye.ars ..yo
the farmers grow n heavier kind of Burley that was much stronger in taste, 8_r.ce
then they have learned many new tricks in growing tobacco : thoy top the F' :mt,
higher ; use white Burley seed instead of red, c.nd grew the plants cloa~;r t caher .
This produces tobacco that is thin, ripe, bright in color, cnd sneater in tesio .
I think that much of the credit for this trend toward the thinner, ligl :tc . .v:~lder
kind of Burley should go to The American Tobacco Company. For many ycars the
AbW3ICAN buyers have consistently gone aftcr this finer tyna of Burley tobacco -
and they'vo been paying handsomely to get it . The farmers, seeing the fancy
prices paid by ANCRICAN for the thinner, brighter,avrecter leaf, tried to im-
prove their crops and to produce more of this top grade cigarette tobacco .

I have grown tobacco as a farmer, handled tobacco as a warehousoman, and
bought tobacco as a buyer for independent dealers . Irn this way I have covered
the three most important phases of the tobacco business . I still work my fathor's
farm, on which I was born and raised. For two years I was manager and part ovmer
of the Farmers ^7arehouse in Green.sburg, Kentucky, but by far the greater part of
my tobacco experience has been in the buying of tobacco for three of the big in-
dependent tobacco dealers .

During the last 25 years I have bought tobacco for the E .J .O'Brion Company,
The Clark Tobacco Company, and the 7P .L .Burford Company . These three independent
companies buy tobacco on their own account and later resell it to the vnrious
cigarette companies . So it is absolutely necessary for me to knew the different
typos, grados and standards of tobacco used by the various cigarette companies .
I have boen buying at seven different Burley markets in Kentucky and I average
more than three hundred thousand pounds of tobacco a year .

In 25 years I have had what you might call a "front row scat at the auctions" .
This hss given me a good opportunity to know, right down to the last detail, just
the kind of tobacco that each of the Componies buys . And I can report that
LUCKY STRIKE buys some of the finest tobacco sold in this part of the country .
I have soen them do this every season - and they continue to buy right on the
line of the same standard each year . You've got to pay a good price to get the
finer, milder tobacco that LUCKY STRIKE buys - top quality loaf always brings the
top price at the auctions . From the smokers viewpoint, the money is well-spent
because this ripe middle-of-the-stalk-tobacco pays off in more smoking enjoyrment .
When you buy LUCKIES you are buying fine tobacco . That's why so many tobacco
men are LUCKY STRIKE smokers, and that's why I've been smoking LUCKIES for the
last 24 years .

When people ask me why I smoke LUCKIES I frequently say to them, "come down to
the auctions and find out" . It seems to me that the best way to convince anyone
of the top grade quality tobacco bought by LUCKY STRIKE is to have them watch
the competition for this finer tobacco at the auctions . They'd see LUCKY STRIKE
top all competition, again and again, to get the best quality Burley grown
anywhere in this country .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



CARL AAETFIELD

STATE6D;lVT , February 5,1942

If Ihe.d to m ake my own cigerettee I could not choose any better tobacco for my-

self than the No . 1 AmESICAN grede bought every season for LUC$IES. Aftor all,

what does the lmoker look for in a oigarette4 He wants a cigarette with tobacco

that has real tlevor , emokes smoother, tastes milder . And he wents a cigarette

that w111 always be gentle on hle throet, iPell . LUCKIES have all of these
quelitiea . Doesn't that make it o metter of common sense for a smoker to pick
LUCKIES . Ax4Yono who koowe tobacco will say that "It sure does" . Thet t s why

for 2L years now my own cigarette has been LOCKIES .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



ROSCOE NOUGLAS GRAILSM OCCUPATION: Auctianeer
P .O .Box 54, 400 Aberdeen Terrace
Greensboro, N .C. NO, OF YF.AIffi IN OCCUPATION : 20 years

N0 . OF YEARS A LUCKY STRIKE SD70EERt 12 years

NICKNAEdE : Mule

STATEMENT - JANUARY 1$, 1942

ns an auctioneer of long stsnding, I am entirely independont of connections
with mty cigaratto compeny . I have been auctioneering on the tobaeco market
for 20 ycars in South Carolina, North Carolinn, Virginie , Tennossee and
Kentucky . Whenever I see a pile of tobaceo thetts outstanding on tho
smoking side - the kind of tobacco that gives you a mildor, better tasting
smoke, I know that this is a bnsket in which The American Tobacco Compsny
is sure to be interested . At auction after auction I havo seen LUCKY STRIIIE
pay the price to get the choice tobgoeo - good ripe tobaeco, the center lod
kind that mskes fine smokin%; . New, that's a fnct - I'71 stake my roputction
as an independent tobacco man upon it .

And I think I know tobacco . I am the third gencration of my fmaily in the
tobacco business . My fnther wsn a tobacco auctioneer rmd warehouseman . $o
operated warehouses in many tobacco centers, nnd as a young boy I did just
about everything there is to do around a tobacco suction. I helped with the
grovdng of tobacco too on the farm my father maintnined .

So I've had plenty of tobacco experience . Since I boeame an auctioneor
I've sold an average of 8,000,000 pounds of tobacco a year - approximntoly
160,000,000 pounds in all . I once sold 4,200 baskets of tobacco in one
six-and-one-half-houn day . Now days like that result in a rcal strain on
my voice und thront . Yet I hqve fWnd that LUCRIES nover bother my throat
at all, so that's mother reason I like LUCKIES . I see the kind of tobacco
LUCHIES buy and I see them pny the price to get the lighter, milder, better-
tasting leaf - tobacco of silky texture and of just the right length for
quality . That's proof onou;Ji for me, and so for the last 12 years I have
besn smoking LUCKIES and I'm sure that anong the overwhelming majority of
independent tobacco experts like myself - auctioneers, warehousemen and in-
dependent buyers - the some thing holds true, for I see thom smoking LUCKIES
at markets all over the south .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



LUTHER HERRING OCCUPATIONI Independent Buyer
Greenville,N .C .

NO . OF YEARS IN OCCUP: TION: 15 years

NO . OF YEARS A LUCKY STRIKE SbIOKER : 4 Years

NICKN.LUE : Luke

STATEMENT - January 26, 1942

I've said this before, I've said it hundreds of times to lots of folks around
here, and I don't mind saying it again - LUCKY STRIKE goes after the finest
tobacco on tho market and they pay some r.ighty handsome prices to get it . I
have navor yet seen a LUCKY STRIKE buyer back off' on a basket of tobacco he
wanted - regv-dless of price . Those boys know what they want - and I know
from experience that what they want is nothing less than the best quality
tobacco put up for sale . Tobacco like that costs money - but once the LUCKY
STRIKE boys see a basket of ripe, grainy, mellow tobacco, they'll bid the top
dollar to g~;t it ; nnd when this choice tobacco goes into a cigarette, you can
be sure that cigarette will be milder, cooler and better-tasting . i.n1y tobacco
man knows that fine tobacco makes a fine cigarette . So what they see at the
markets helps them to choose their own cigarette brand - and judging by what
I, myself, seo overy season at the auctions, that brand for the big majority
of tobacco men is LUCKY STRIKE .

Yes, I'vo smoked LUCKIES now for 24 years - and my renson for smoking LUCKIES
is very plain . I know that LUCKIES are made of the finest tobacco you can buy
anynhare, because I've seen LUCKY STRIKE buy the milder, costlier leaf - the
kind of tobacco that pays off in greater all 'round smoking enjoyment .

I kmea what I say because I 've been marching right along aide of the buyers
for all the cigaretto eompanies for the last 15 years at the markets in
Georgia, North Carolina and Kentucky . I, myself, 2a an independant, buy an
average of 500,000 pounds of tobacco a year - and I buy this tobacco in com-
petition with all the other buyers on the market . I usually go after a basket
of tobacco that has not boon properly graded and, after reworking the basket,
separating the top grade leaf from the inferior varieties, I'll put the re-
graded basket up for sale again. And my experionce h9.s boon that whenever
I put up a basket of leaf that vres A-1 in quality from top to bottom, the
LUCKY STRIKE buyers would go for it until they topped all competition and
the basket was"Sold Nmerican ." I'd like to ssy here'that the n~m who buy
tobacco for LUCKY STRIKE are, in my opinion, the squarest ^rd most generous
buyers an tho market . Yes, in 15 years, tix:a aM - again I have seen them
pay the top dollar to got the prettiest leaf in the house .

As an independent buyer, my livelihood depends on knowing tobacco quality and
tobacco valuu . Very often, I have to make up my mind about a basket of tobacco
in a split second; otherwise, I loso that basket to a eranpetitor . Well, it
takes a long tine to be able to judge tobacco at a glance - and perhaps t he
best comment on my own judMont is the fact that I have boen making a pretty
good living as an independent buyer far the last 15 years. To me, tobacco is
the most fascinating business in the world . I guess bnce you're in it, you
never want to get out of it . I think I had rathcr make $1,000,00by using my

own judgment as a tobaecc man, than have someone Iivs me an outriht present d'
it . I mention this only to indicate that I know, through direct practical ex-
perience, the kind of tobseco that moans a milder, better-tasting smoke in a
cigaretta . And I have seen LUCKY STRIKE buy this finer, lighter tobacco at

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



LUTNMR HERRING

ST.iTEAIENT - d .'+NUaRY 26,l942 (Cont'd .)

market after mo.rket over a period of many yenrs .

So when it comes to buying my own cigarette, I go by whtt I know from my own
experience as e tobncco man . I knms th .̂t LUCKY STRIKE means fine smoking to-
bacco, because I see the ripe, me)1ow leaf that is bought every sesson for
LUCKIES, nnd I know that this is the only kind of leaf thzt will give me a
milder, cooler, better-tnsting smoke . That's why, for the last 2(y years, I
havo been sroking LUCKI3S . There isn't s finer oigarotte sold qqywhero in
this country, because you con't get tobacco that's milder, Lighter or finer

in quality than the tobacco that goes into LUCKIES - no matter what price you
may pay. And I ru^ not the only one whe knows this, for I have noticed that
the great majority of tobacco mon I see at the euetions also smoke LUCKIES ,
I wish every smoker had the snme opportunity to be present at the auctions
whore the tobacco is sold . If they could see far thomselves the kind of to-
bacco LUCKY STRIKE buys, just ns I have boon seeing for myself thesc lsst
15 years, I'm sure they would follow the load of the men who knrnv tobacco ,

and choose LUCKY STRIKE for their own smoking enjoyment, the cigarotte that

is milder, cooler, oad better-tasting .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



ALLEN HIEATT OCCUPATIONe Independent Buyer and
Danville, Ky. VJarehouee Operator

NO .OF YEARS IN OCCUPA'1'ION, 51 Years

NO . OF YEARS A LUCKY STRIKE SAID4ERe 15 Yrs .

NICKNAN.E: "Barney"

STATEPdENT - FEBRUARY 3, 1942

The other night, while listening to the radio I heard a man singing and the
words wsnt something like this :

"There's one thing I know
And I know it for sho'
Things ain't the same as
fifty yeors ago."

Well, sir, that sort of reminded me of my ewn life in the tobacco business .
I was born in '65, the memorable year on which the Civil War ended - and
almost from the cradle I began to learn the tobacco business . 6ty Father,
on whose tobacco farm I was brought up raised the first real crop of to-
bacco in '8oodford County . That's right here in the heart of the Blue Grass
country, the richest, most fertile tobacco soil, in America . Out of this
loamy .earth have come some of the finest crops in tobacco history. Well,
I've been right in this region and in tobacco all my life - going on to 77
years next Navenber .

My tobacco experience covers practically every angle of the business .
I have grown tabacco, bought tobacco and sold tobacco - done everything with
tobacco except manufacture cigarettes . For 51 yeers I was en independent
tobacco buyor - that means that for 51 years I hed only my own tobacco judg-
ment to rely on for a living . I wish I knew how many thousands and thoue-
ends of individual baskets I have bought in my lifetime . I am sure it would
add up to a mighty sum . For 29 years I waspart owner of a tobacco ware-
house and during this time I watched the crops coming in from all the farms,
saw the tobacco graded and supervised the mrrangement of the baskets on the
l;loor, For 15 yoars I started the bids on all the tobacco sold in the waro-
hcuse .

So,you see, I can talk with a lifetime of tobacco experience behind me . For
a long, long time I have watched tobacco sold on the markets . I havo eeon
the kind of leaf that the different companies buy and the prices paid for it .

I am glad to say that in all this time I have seen the American Tobacco Com-y pany buy the finest tobacco grown in the Blue Grass dountry and, in my opinion,
that's the best there is . At hundreds of auctions I have seen them buy the
riper "light lug" tobacco - the mildest, swoetest tobacco that the rich soil
of this saction producos . So LUCKIES have been my cigarette off and on for
21 yoars, but exclusively for the last 15 years, Today, ,just as years ago,
LUCKY STRIKE continues to pay the pri .e for the .lighter, brighter, mellower
tobacco . And that's the reason why LUCKIES smoko coolor, taste milder and
give more flavor v.d aroma .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



ALLEN HIEATT

STATsb1ENT - FEBRUARY 3, 1,Ny2 (Cont'd .)

I have noticed, too, that a heap of other independent tobscco men prcfer
LUCKIES - especially the younger men in the business, like my son who has
smoked nothing else but LUCKIES for a good many years . Tobacco men naturally
think of fine tobacco when they pick a cigarette for thsmselves . I think it
would be well for any smoker to follovr the lead of the men who know tobceco -
and they won't go wrong in smoking LUCKIES becausc that's one cigarette that
is made of the finest tobscca money csn buy .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



fiERBERT THEOPHUS HIGHSMITH OCCUPATION: Independent Buyer
Robersonville, N .C .

N0 . OF YEnFS IN OCCUPATION: 11 Years

N0 . OF YEfRS A LUCKY STRIKE SMCKER : 11 Years

NICKNti17E: "Herb"

ST::TE4EENT - January 21,1942

An indepcndent buyer on a tobacco market has to be "Penny Wise" - because if
he's not, he'll wind up by being "Dollar Feolish ." Every penny counts vncen
you're an independent buyer, because these pennies add up to many dollars when
you buy hundreds of pounds of tobacco, An independent dealer, therefore, simply
has to know tobacco value if he wants to make a living . that's one thing you
can't laarn overnight. It's taken me pretty nearly all rqr lifc to knmw tobacco .
Uy tobacco education began as a boy on my fathcr's farm . I helped with the
growing of tho tobacco crop and picked up some practical knowledgc on cultivab
ing, priming a_nd curing the leaf, One of the best ways to know tobacco is to
graw it yourself and for a long time now, I've been supervising not only my
father's tobacco farm, but my own as well. tmother way to know tobacco is by
handling the many different varieties of tobacco sald at auction . I served
arn apprenticeship doing just this in a warehouse in Hobersonville, North
Carolina. Later, I became sales :nanagcr of thiswarehouse .

I mention all this to indicate that I heve had a pretty comprehensive tobacco
education . 1nd believe me, I use what I know about tobacco every day in my
business . You have to be able to tell the quality of a b askct of tobacco
airnst at a glance when you're buying it at an auction, If you hesitate too
long, you nny lose a good basket of tobacco to your conpetitor. Now tniking
of good bcakets of tobacco - and by that I m©an the lighter, thinner, grainier
leaf - n{V keenest competitor at the auctions very often is The ~unerican Tobacco
Company buyer . When it comes to really fine tobacco, those LUCKY STRIF.E
buyers make it tough for us - because theytll go after that basket and send
those bids up and up until they got what they want .. I`ve seen it happen many
times in my 11 years as an independent buyer, and every time it's practically
the sene thing : a basket of sweet, light, milder leafcomes up, The :vnerican
Tobacco boys start bidding, and when they've topped a11 competition, the
basket is "Sold ,imerican ."

I'vr bought well over 1,000,000 pounds of tobacco in rqV time and, occasionally,
I have resold some of the tobacco I've bought to The :usericrm Tobacco Coapuny
after r„grading it . Now, I know that before the LUCKY STRIKE buyer will touch
a basket of tobaeco, it must be uniformly gra.ded from top to bottom und it
mast contain tobacco of the highest quality ; and for tobacco of this kind,
the LUCKY ST3IKE buyers will pny the price, regardless of how high they have
to bid .

Now I know, as well as the next nan, that fine quality tobacco makes for a

. .̂ilder, coolcr, better tasting smoke . For the last 11 years, I have been buy-
ing tobacco on the markets in Kentucky, Georgia, Tennessee, North Carolina
end Vir-yinin in every season e.t the markets, I see some of the finest tobacco in
the house "Sold :aeriean;" and bcing right an tho spot next to the LUCKY STRIKE
buyers, I seo thcn pay well nbove the average mnrket price for this finer ,
tobacco . That's proof enough for me that a LUCKY STRIKE cigarette is made of
the finest tobacco money con buy . So when it cmnea to choosing a cigarette
for a6• own smoking enjoyment, nai :urally, Coing by what I know and by a+hat I've
seen, I pick LUCKIES. I've bcen smaking them now for 11 years cnd I don't

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



HE:7BE3T TF.EOPHUS EIGHS ;ITH

ST:,TELiEi,T - Jrnurv.ry 21,1?1y2 (Cont'd.)

think you ccn find a supcrior eiC sutto enywhcro at sny prlee . Othcr tobacco
men likc rrysclf scca to focl thc s :mm wry, beecusc et mr.rkcts nll over tho
south . I noticc thnt the groct majority of thon clsc snoke LUCHIES .

La nc ncntion the extra dividend in sneking onjeyrurnt thet e,ry snak, gcts
frort L'JCRIES, '"hilc visiting one of thc LUCF.Y MI%E fr.cteri :.s, I sr.w thc
f^-wus ^Toasting" procsss in opcrntion. Na, cs I wc scid, I know thct LUCKY
ST3InE buys thc nildor, tho swcctcr, thc li ;;htcr lorS - th^.t in itsclf insnres
Cood s,,aoking . The "Tocstinp" procoss, by clinin^.ting hrrsheoss, Tivcs thz
lcrf oxtr^.tacllowncss, srmeter flavor ^nd ~ildcr tnstc . This conbinr.tion nckcs
LUCKY ST?IIIE c trul" finc ciCr.rCttc .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



ELVIN BRADLEY HICKS OCCUPATIONe Auctioneer
Box 1282
WS1son,N.C. NO. OF YEARS IN OCCUPATION. 21y Yer s

No . OF YEARS ALUCKY STRIKE S Nb1(Efl; 17 years

NICKNAME, Jimmy

STATEEEN1' - January 28,1942

When you've been doing the eame job for 2` years, you're bound to know your
work pretty well . It'e been ?Jy years now, sinee I began to auctioneer - and

in that time, I have aequirad a pretty thorough, firet-hmd tobacco education .
There are many ways of knewing tobacco ; oae way is by growing it, another is
by handling it, and still another is by selling it . EGy own experienee is

a combination of all three. My father used to grow tobacco on his farm and, as
a boy, I helped him in the cultivation, the priming and the curing of the leaf .
In that way, I got a basic understanding of tobaecu from the ground up . Thon
I went to work in my fnther's warehouse in Henderson, North Carolina, where
I did e11 sorts of odd jobs, such as weighing, marking tickets and arranging
baskets . This experience taught me to knew and to recognize the mariy different
grades of tobacco sold at auction. And then one day, 2(y years ago, I began to
auction tob--.eco . So you see, I bavo what you might cn11 an "a11-^sound"
knowlodgc of tohacco .

During tM last 2)y years, I have been eelling tobacco at three of the biggest
tobacco markete in the country - at Lexington, Kentucky, Wilson, North
Carolina, and Moultrie, Georgia . I sell an average of 20,000,000 pounds of
tobaeco a year . Multiply this aum by 24 years of experience, and you get a
total of s® ;e L80,000,000 pounds of tobacco. And thst, you'll admit, is

quite a heap of tobacco - but more important than the actual sum of tobacco
sold, is the experience it represents . You can see that I've had a close-up

look at a lot of tobacco . I've also been right there on the spot to see the
kind of tobacco bought by the different cigarette companies and the prices
paid for it . I've noticed, in all these years of being an auctioneer, that
LUCKY STRIKE goes after the finest leaf in the house and paye some mighty
handsome prices to get it . This is something that happens regularly, season
after season. The tobacco that LUCKY STRIKE buys is just about the finest
smoking tobacco you cmi get anywhere ; lighter in body and in color, silky in
texture, ripe and melloa in quality - the kind uf leaf that burns freely and
gives a milder, better-tasting smoke . I have noticed that when a crop of to-
baeco is heavier bodied - which means that the tobacco will smoke stronger -
The Amerieon Tobacco Company buyers will not bid; hawever, when the tobacco on
the floor is lighter, grainier and of A-I amoking quality, the LUCKY STRIKE
buyers will top all bids to ge t it.

:A tobacco m® likes to know just what ho's smoking when he buys his own oiger-
ette . I have smoked LUCKIES now for the last 17 yeora, and I enjoy smoking

thea, because I knee that the tobacco bought for LUCKIES is the finest you

can get . The totacco that goes into a cigarette makes all the difference be-
tween a light, gentlo smoke or a harsh, irritating smoko . Ripe, mallow,

thinner leaf gives amild, ceol emoke . That's the kind of leaf I see LUCKY
STRIKE buy at the auctions . I'msn that this finer tobacco will give me a
more enjoyable smoke,and I know, moreover, that St will be easy on my throat .
For an auctioneer who uses his voice six to seven hours a dq, at auction after
auction, these things are mi ghty importnnt . That's why, for 17 years, I've
been smoking LUCKIES . Let me add that although I amoke three packa of LUr'T?°

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



ELVIN HRLULEY HICKS

ST::TEdENT - J:NUeRY 28, 1942 - (Cont'd .)

n day, I have never yet found thom to irritate my throat in the slightest .

Cthcr tobacco men like myself - auctioneors, warohousemen and independent
buyers -^1so liko to knon just what thoy're smoking when they buy a
cigarotte for thomsclvos . They seo, just ns I have been seeing for the lest
7~ years, tho fine quality tobncco thnt is bought each senson for LUCXIES .
So it's not surprising to notice that the big majority of these men who know
tobacco also smoko LUCKIES .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



DEPfEY H . HUFFINES OCCUPATION: Tobacco Auctioneer
Reidsville, N .C .

NO . OF YEABS IN OCCUPATION : 17 Years

NO OF YEARS A LUCKY STRIKE SMOKER: 25 Years

NICKNAME : Dewoy

STATEMENT - January 16, 1942

This past year, 1941, the farmers grew a type of tobacco that was really the
finest example of the goed, light quality they've been working toward in recent
years . You see, back in the old days the heavy tobaccos were more popular .
But down through the years the smoking public has seemed more and more to want
the t hinner, lighter tobaccos that give them a milder smoke . I think that at
the auctions where I have sold, American Tobacco Cornpany buyers played a part in
getting this idea over to the farmers, because when a basket of finer, lighter,
milder tobacco comu up for sale the f.merican buyer would bid up and up until
he got it. Wcll, a farmer is quick to notice the kind of tobacco that brings
the most money at the auctions and, of course, very cager to grow that kind of
tobacco, himself, the next year . As a result, crops have been getting lighter
and lighter in quality . The farmers have topped their tobacco higher, used
fertilizers that contain more potash, and in many other ways have cttempted to
make their tobacco plants yield as many light leaves as possible .

Now, I think most people will be interested to hear that this year when the crop
was outstanding for f ineness and mildness The luneriosn Tobacco Company bought
a much higher percentage of the crop than in aap usual year . That's just be-
cause .Vaerieaa nlways buys to the same high standards and this year there was
more tobacco that fitted those standards .

I am a tobacco former, iqyself, as well as nn auctioneer . In fact, I grow
tobacco on the same farm my grandfather first developed back in the past century .
This year I grew 12,000 pounds of tobacco, so you might say I know tobacco from

the ground up .

Now, as a general thing the higher up the stalk you go the heavier the leaves of
a tobacco plant become . The first, second and third primings are genornlly the
lighter and better tasting leaves, and these are the leaves American concentrates
on getting . I've often seen The American Tobacco Company buyer pick up a hand-
ful of tobacco and press it together between hands . If it's hcavy-bodiod tobacco
it has a tendency to stay pressed together . It lncks life, in other words,
But i£' it's light and fluffy and you press it together,, then take your hands
uvmy, it will spring right back . Leaf like that secros to be really bursting
with goodness and an American Tobacco buyer who uses that test and finds the

leaf responds just right will bid up that tobacco till heeets it . It's because
this type of tobacco that American buys makes a milder, better tasting smoke
that I've picked LUC%IES for my cigarette ever since they wure first made in
1917 . Likc every tobacco man, I knew that goed tobacco is what makes a good
cigarette .

In 17 years as an auctioneer I've sold a heap of tobacco . I got my start at
Madison, North Carolina and I was plenty scared the first day I sold tobacco .

I swear you could have bought me for two cents .. For it's a tough job standing

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



DE"lPEY H . tNFFINES

STATEMENT - January 16,1942 (Cont'd .)

up in front of all those buyers, catching their bids, chenting them out . Well,
I got over rqy stage fright fast and in the years since I've averaged a geod
6,000,000 pounds of tobacco sold every year . That makes well over 100,000,000
pounds in all . Of course, I've sold this tobacco to buyers representing all
the big cigarette end tobacco companies . That's been true every place I've
sold tobacco - North Carolina, South Carolina and Virginia - e nd I pride ¢W-
self on nry record of being fair and impartial to all buyers . No, I'm not con-
nected with any cigarette company . I smoke LUCKIES simply becnuse I know they're
made of finer, lighter, milder tobacco, and I lmow that tobacco like that will
give me the best smoke for my money.

A couple of voars ago, a convention of railroad men was held here in Reidsville,
North Carolina. As a tobacco auctioneer I was asked to be present to explain
as cwny points about tobacco as I could to thosa visitors . Among other things,
we visited thc LUCKY STRIKE factory and I, ^Vself, saw for the first time the
"toasting^ process about which I had heard so :wch. That was an eye-opener
sven for an old tobacco mon like r.ryself . There can't be any doubt but that
"toasting" makes LUCKIES a clean, puro cigarette and all those impurities
^toasting" tekos out of the tobacco certainly gives you a cigarette that's
easy on the throat. I've noticed that I can cry tobacco all day long and
LLIDKIES are still just as easy ns ever on my throat .

Incidentally, I've seen tobacco men at every one of the markets I sell at
smoking LUCKIES . I gucss these other auctionoers nnd independent buycrs and
warehousemen pick LUCKIES for just the swne reason I do, and let me state

again that's simply because at auction after auction S've seen LUCKY ST:2IKE
pay the price to get the fine tobacco . LUCKIES have boen my cigarette for
25 years now.

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



E0 . L. ISAACS OCCUPATION: Independent Buyer and
Lebanon, Ky. Warehousemen

NO. OF YEARS IN OCCUPATION : 28 Yeare

NO . OF YEARS A LUCKY STRIKE SMO%E8 : 13 Yeers

NICKNAME : "Coz"

STATEMENT - February 4, 1942

Tobacco is one business where you learn something new every year . The longer
you're in it, the more you know . I have been in the tobacco business now for
28 years . The first ten years I was an independent buyer and then I became
manager of the Burley Pool Warehouse in Lebanon, Kontuclq.. When the Burley
Pool broke up, I lsased a warehouse in Lebanon which I have been onerating
ever since . In this warehcuse alone I sell on an average of two and one-half
million pounds of tobacco a year . I also operate a tobacco warehouse on the
market at Lake City, South Carolina -- and at this warehouse another two and
one-half million pounds of tobacco is sold each year .

That means that in my lifetime I have seen an enormous quantity of both Burley
and Bright tobacco eold and in 2B years of being right on tho spot when the
baskets were sold to the highest bidder T've Learned to know the kind of
tobacco bought by the different cigarette cwopanies and the prices paid for it .
Year after year, I have seen the Amorican buyers go after the rich, ripe
tobacco that comes from the lower half of the stalk -- and I have seen them
pay some mighty good prices to get it . The LUCKY STRIKE standard of quality is
very well known by nox at the markets all over the South . This stsndard demands
only the finest tobacco that comes up for sclo . Of course this finer leaf costs
more money . But when the LUCKY STRIKE buyers see a basket of top-grade tobacco
-- the kind that makes a milder, cooler, better tasting cigarette -- they dontt
l,t price stand in their way . At hundreds of auctions I have seen LUCKY STRIKE
pay wall above the average market price for some really fine tobacco .

And I think I know what fine tobacco is . At the `eurley Warehouse in Lebanon
I have been starting the bids on all the baskets for the last 18 yeurs, That
means that I must know how to judge both the quclity and the value of the tobacco
-- almost at a glance . I have to fix a starting price that will be pretty close
to the final bid on the tobacco -- otherwise the sale is slawed up and the
auctioneer becomes oxhausted . And it's a very rare occasion when I size up a
basket of tobacco inaccurately .

This last season brought one of the finest tobacco crops to the markets in many a
year -- and incidentally some of the fancicst prices . Yet this soason, too,
The Amorican Tobacco Company walked off the floor with some of the choicest
leaf in the house . The tobacco bought by LUCKY STRIKE this season was lighter,
thinner in texture, ripe rm d mellow in quality . When tobacco of this kind goes
into a cigarette you nre bound to get a smoke that is milder and better tasting .
I think that's the reason why so many tobncco mon, who see the finer, naturally
milder leaf bought by The Ameriean Tobacco Company ouch year, "moke LUCKIES for
their own en,joymont. They know that finor tobacco means e finer cigarette --
and they know that you can't get any finer tobacco than the tobacco that goes
into LUCKIES .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



ED . L . ISAACS

STATEWEST - Fobrucry ly, 1942 (cont'd .)

I amoke LUCKIES for the same reason that so many other tobacco mon smoke them.

I began to smoke LUCKIES 13 ycars ago simply because I saw what fine tobacco
was being bought for their manufacture . And I have found in the 13 years that
I've been smoking LUCKIES, that my judgmont was absolutely right . There is
flavor in LUCKIES that you can't got in any other cigarette, and they do smoke
cooler and taste milder . After all, that's as much as %nV smoker wants in a
cigarette . And LUCKIES, without quostion, being medo oT~Tiner tobacco have
all of these desirable smoking qualitios .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



CHARLES WILLIAM JENKINS OCCUPATION; Warehouseman
Route #2
Bowling Green, Kentucky NO . OF YEARS IN CCCUPATIGN : 32 Years

NC . OF YEARS A LUCKY STRI%E StWgER : 2!y Years

NICIQUNEo -

STATEERiNT - FEBRUARY 6, 1942

A good test of a man's tobacco experience is to march him down a row of to-
bacco baskets, before the sale begins, and ask him to pick out the piles in
which the various cigarette companies will be interested . This is not an eas7
task because it requires a pretty accurate knowledge of tobacco types, grades
and standards . It takes quite a bit of time to learn the kind of tobacco bought
for the different cigarette brands . And the only way to learn this is by
direct observation of the individual sales season after season .

I em sure that I could pass this test, because I have had enough time as a
warehouseman to see who buys what tobacco and the prices paid . I have been
in the warehouse business now for 32 years . Besides that, I was born and
raised on a tobacco farm which I have been working for 35 years and I still
produce a yearly crop of some four thousand pounds . I can say then that I
know tobacco as a grower and as a handler . For some 25 years :4v brother and
I owned two warehouses in Bowling Green, Kentucky -- the Seventh Street and
the Independent Warehouses . For the last 7 years I have been operating the
Farmers Tobacco Warehouse in Bowling Green, Kentucky . At this warehouse we
"table-grade" all the tobacco that comes into the house -- and I believe we
are the only warehouse in the State that does this . The job of "table-
grading" all the tobacco is my responsibility -- and I mention this to in-
dicate that by this close contact with every type and grade of tobacco I
have really acquired ezpert judgment of tobacco quality .

A warehouseman, of course, sees an snormous quantity of tobacco of all sorts
passing in and out of the warehouse . I reckon I've handled on an average
of two million pounds of tobacco a year -- and I've watched every individual
basliet of the leaf sold .

So you see, I've had a"ringeide seat" at the auctions for a long time . I
can speak, therefore, with the conviction of an eye-witness when I say that
in all these years I have seen AMERICAN got some of t he finest tobacco on
the floor -- and they always pay good prices for it . At every sale in my

warehouse, I see the LUCKY STRIKE buyers go after the good golden tobacco --
tobacco that's ripe, thin and sweet as a nut. This choice tobacco, being
naturally milder, makes a really fine cigarette . It tastes better, emokes "
cooler, and has a ripe flavor that no other tobacco can give . That's why
LUCKY STRIKE is a really milder, better testing cigarette . LUCKIES have
all the qualities a smoker wants -- and so I have been smoking LUC%IES now
for the last ?Jy yoars .

Fine quality tobacco, of course, brings the highest prices at the auctions .

Not every cigarette company is prepared to pay what it coets to get the top
quality leaf, but I have noticed, in 32 years of watching the sales, that

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



CHARLES WILLIAM JENKINS

STATEMENT - FEBRUARY 6, 1942 (Cont'd . )

whenever a basket of the lighter, naturally milder leaf comes up for sale
the LUCKY STRIIIE buyers will bid that pile up and up until it's "Sold
AMERICAN" . A glance at the "floor sheet", which is the record of a day'e
sales, wili indicate that LUCKY STRIKE consistently pays well above the
average market price to get the good ripe, golden tobacco . That's proof
enough for me that LUCRIES mean fine tobacco . And any one who 'uiows tobacco
will te11 you that you can't have a good cigarette unless good tobacco goes
into it. I Imow the tobacco that goes into LUCKIES because each season at
the auctions I see AdERICAN buy the top quality leaf. And I know that to-
bacco of this sort means more mildness and better taste in a cigarette . So
acting on what I know I choose LUC%IES for rtp own smoking eqjoyment and I've
been smoking them now with a good deal of pleasure for the last ?1y years --
and incidentally, I see a good msny other independent tobacco men smoking
LUC%IES T00 . It would be well, I think, for every smoker who wants a good
cigarette to follow the lead of these men who really know tobacco and uso
what they Imow in picking LUC%IES for their own cigarette .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



JOSEPH EDGAR JOYCE OCCUP6TIONe Independent Buyer
Pinnacle, N.C .

NO . OF YEARS IN OCCUPAiION : 19 Years

N0 . OF 1'E;RS A LUCKY STRIKE S611%ER : 18 Years

NICF.. ::.bM : Joe

STATEMENT - January 19, 191;2

::$en yourvo been in the tobacco business as long as I have, rrhy you can stand
in a worchousc door, look at a truck pulling out, and knss right away that it
is carryine_ a lnad of "Americad" tobacco, bccause that's ano truck load of tobacco
on vF.!i.ch you'11 never see a black pile or a red pile, but only claan, bright,
thin, light tcxtured loaf . In 19 years as an independent buyer, I've lsr.ra~d to
spot at n glancc tho kind rd tobacco that "lnsorican" will buy- . And here arc a
few things I've loarned about tho mon :rho buy tobacoo for LUCKY STRIIC+ . 'Phen
they buy a bnsket of tobacco, it's got to be go o d all the way dovm . lr, my
business, I have to comoetc with these men, and I can t ~ 11 you straight out that
it's vory hard to take a basket of fir.e tobeccc t:way from them, unless it's
mixed. You cun bc snro they won't trke a basket that has any leaf in it that
may not be ripo or of the nropor bacty, avon if that backot su11e at a very low
price . I'd like to say that vrieo deesn't mean cnythieg to the LUCKY STRIKE

buyers, cnd that they pay what it costs just so long as they get the hirh quality
tobacco they want, In ay oam opinion, Amorieen buys the best tobacco on oarth .

fiow I've not cmly bought tobacco for a long time, but I've grovm tcbaccc all my
life, anu so I know what good tobaeco is from the ground up . I know that the
choice leaves on the tobacco plant ara the second and third ?ullings, and I
have soon over :u norind c.f many years that LUCKY STRI'.ff'E buys this fino-, lighber,
gr ::inior tobacco . The best part of nq+ ovm crop last soasca - tha clean ;:st,
mildest tobacco I've ever grcm - was sold to f,mcrican cnd belicvo me, I was
roally proud of that pile of tobacco .

I know a good leaf of tobaoee when I seo it, and yet, cvan if I use the best
tobacco I have on r,y farm in :a home-made cigarette ef my ewn, it would n .t give
me the sone smoking enjoymcnt that I gat out of a LUCKY STRIKE cigarette . I have
been smoking LUC%IES for 18 years now, and I've bcen sncking them beeause I see
the kind nf tnbacee LUCKY STRIKE buys and I know that tobcceo osn't be equaled .

An independent tobaccc buyer has to knrnv what he is b+.ying, boe .:uss if he doesn't
know, he simply can't make a living . At m.rkets in North Ccrolina, South Carolinr"
und Virginin in the last 19 years, I hav: bought seme 2,000,000 pounds of tobacco ;
and in all ihat time, I've naticod that t hn ".lmerican Bcys" are rii,ht rn their
toes whcn they arebidding on a pile of fine tobaeco . They make it had for us
iadcoundcrt buyers, because thcy are willing to pay what it costs to t;et the best
t ;bacco in the housc . But th~:y msl:c it oasy for us to pick our cigarettes, bc-
cwu so evcryrno doxv, horc ]mows they buy thc Svicet, ripo, li,chter tobaeco - the
kind thst gives you n cigarette that raally smokos right . That's why so many of
us tobacco men smoke LUCI3ES, and it's because f what I've seon with my own eyes
that I, mysolf, have been smoking LUCKIES new for 18 yoars, Yes, I know good
tebacco when I soe it, and I eee LUCY ' STRIYE pay the nrioc tc got the b ,st
tobacco thut c or.es up for auctirn overy yocr . Ar.d I have scon - h o.t happens to

tn,_t tobacco when it gets tco the factory. I'vo watched the fine quality loaf
bought f.~•r LUCKIES go thr^ugh the f!:mous "Tcasting" process, and that rlcso con-
vineod me that you can't got n milder cigarette thOq LUCKIES anywhcre .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



JOSEPH EDGN2 JOYCE

ST3TEb9EfT - Janucry 19,19h2 (Convd .)

Now, n11 of thee© rocsons are tho thin~e thnt covnt with tobacco men liko mysalf
- with auctionccrs, wareh :~usemcn and indepondent buyers - c .nd that's why, I
b-.rlicvo, the grcat ec.jority of cll the tobneco men I knrnv chocse LUCKIES when
it eemos to buying their rnm cioo .rettes .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



HENRY L. KERSEY OCCUPATION: Independent Buyer
16 Chestnut Place
Danville, Virginia NO. OF YEARS IN OCCUPATIOM : 15 Years

.IO . OF YEARS A LUCKY STRIKE Sk70K'~:•R: 18 Years

ffiCKNd,Td : Henry

STATF]dENT - JAfNARY 15, 1942

One thing about tobacco is that it's awfully hard to put Snto words just what
mekes good, mild, fine-tasting leaf . The only way to explain to pcopie the
differences in tobacco is to show them . That's why I often 'aish th .'i.t smokers
in the north could come dovr, here and talk to a few of us who earn our l :iving
buying, selling and handling tobacco . They might find out things thay'd never
suspected about the leaf and, incidentally, I think a lot of them would go back
north smoking LUCKIES .

If I sam three baskets of tobacco on a warehouse floor and just one of tham was
good enough to suit LUCKIES, I'd be able to show you the difference betrreen
the tobacco in tl:ose baskets, but P m hard put to it to tell you in aords . For
one thing, the tob2eco LUCKY ST.4IIc buys is finer-textured and thinner . Yet
it's not too much on the lemen-colored side . It's tobacc . with re::,1 chcro.cter
and aroma t :> it - ripe and grainy snd usually with aa rich orr.ngc o:lcr . On the

otne'r hand, LUCKY S :7tIKE gn.des of teS:aces are never too heavy, toc thick .
LUCKY STRIKE avoids buying the kind of lenf that gives y au a strong smoke .

Noa, I can be pretty certain about „h it I say on this subject of tubncco because
in my li.fetime I-'ve d;me just about everything with teb .ecc except menuf .:cture
it . I nas barn and raised on a tobacco farm . I planted seed becs, suck_crcd
the plr.ntsa pulled and cured the leaf, :v:d took it to the .:ucti .:nc and .~a.tched
it s - ld . Then for five years I wcrked in a Redrying plant in Ravillo, Virginia
and there I learned lots mere about tchacc ., and about the different grndes and
quality cf leaf . But thc auetions have alr+ays interosted me ever since my
father took me as a child t ., sco th, cr~p ssld . Sc, aftor my five ye,us
with the Rodrying plant I becane an independent buyer at aucti .ns all cvor the
south. I've spent 15 ycars baying t :':bacco in Georgia, South Car_:lina,
Nort'n Car-~lin_y Virginia and Kentucky . I eetimato thr.t 1've. b .ught around
2,600 .000 pounds ef the leaf . This means ~x big investment in t.b:=o . F.:r
example, in 1941 I invested about '540,000 of my ovm mcnoy in tobacco . N .;w of
o:urac, I'm in this business t , mcAe a proYit . Mhcn I first became an independcrr
tobn„em buyer I thought I knew just about everything tharo a<s tc Imors ahout
tob:ccc, but I soon f .und out that therc wera big gaps in my kn^,nL:dgc . Th:aee
first t:v, years I bought t,bacr.i I was ].ucly t ; bre: ~k even . It waan't until
I bjught at a great many aucti,ns that I boecwne expert encu,'Ti t( reo:gr.izc fnc
grades of t~haccs I c .:uld buy and rasell at n prof3a . ,L;a, all this entcrs
intn the rcason I havic emokcri LUCKIGB for the past 18 yuars . At mnrkct '.ifter
markot I've seen LUCKY STRIKE pay the price t : get the finer, lighter, rtelder
tobacco - the kind of leaf thit makes a better t.=_stinp, cigarette . Thorn r,
nover any substitutes fer this kind of lerf as far r.s The American T .bsec-,~Corep-

T buyeris c. .ncerned . If the finer tzbe.ccc he wants is not for s.1e at an auctio+ .
he just 2 :.esn't bid . If it is f .:r aale, hc bide right up t , thc tp d>11cir
that taken tn. i b.•_sket .

That's reass, encuoh for me t, smuko LUCKIES nnd I've n ::ticed that m .•st oths
independent t ..baceo men - aneti.,de~rs, buyer.s and vnxroh,usemen - alss nick
LUCKIES in prefercnce t~~ any ther cigarette .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



FORREST H .LEPPIS OCCUPATING: Warehruseman
Stonoville,N .C .

NO ..OF .YEARS IN OCCUPATION: 7 years

NO,OF YEARS A LUCKY STRIKE SH40KFR: 22 years

NICKNA6IE, "Fos"

STATEMENT - JANUARY 15,i 1,~y2

I was practically born in a tobacco wnrehouse„ You see, my father operated
warehouses all through the tobo .eco belt and I naturally helped after school
and during vacations . I guess I took to the tobacco business instinctivaly .
Like lots of other tabacco men, I enjoy working with tobacco . Even back when
I was a kid in knee pnnts I was a1r~y doing responsible work around my
father's warehouse . I used to mark the tickets at auctions when I was 'way
short of the piles of tobacco . Now, it's the job of the tickot marker to hear
the price at which tho auctioneer sells a pile of tobacco to a buycr, th-n mark
down on tho ticket the price, the buyer's nwno and the grado . This ticket is
then left on top of the pile of tobacco . Doing this work I, of course, took
special notice cf the prices paid by the different cigarette companies =nd
other buyers for tebacce, So, I learned very early in my life that LUCKY
STRIKE crmsistontly pays we11 above the averogc price to gct the finer, milder
tobacco .

And this knowledge is something I have seen confirmed time and again at
auctions in the warehouses with which I have becn connected - that is ; in
Stcneville, North Carolina, and Pamlicc, South Carolina . Yes, LUCKY STRIKE
pays the price and they cartainly do grh the type of tobacco that stands cut .
It's good, thin leaf - thoroughly ripe and mel3ow - the kind of tobacco that
gives you a really light, enjoyable smoke . .

Now, I!m an independent tobacco man . In the warohousos I operate vre deal with
all cignrette compsnies on an equal basis . 9fe sre not, of course, cennocted
with any of than. That's why, for my ovnv cigarette, I can 8reely choose
whatever brand I prefer, , Well, I know that good toba .cco is what makes a good
smoke, so lik: most independont tobacco experts - auctioneers, buyers and
wearehousemen - I pick LUCKIES . I've smoked LUCKIES for 22 years now snd
lot me repeat that the reason is simply beeause you can't buy any better
cigarette tebacco than you will find in LUCKIES ._

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



FRED EUGENE EdcLAUG1ILIN OCCUPATION : Auctioneer
Florence, S:C .

110, OF 1^n,ARS IN OCCUPATION ; 16 Years

NO. OF YE:1RS A LUCKY STRIKE SLUKER : 13 Year~.

NICKNeUriE : "Mac" - "Red Cap blac"

STATE6IENT - JANUARY 20, 1942

Ask any of the folks in Florence County, South Carolina, for "Red Cap Moc"
and, right off, they'll know just who you mean . You see, at tobacco markets
all the wey from Georgia to EEaryland I'm known as "The Red Cap Auctioneer" -
thaVa becsuse for many years now ; I've been wearing a red cap while
auctioneering, qnd itTs become sort of a personal trade mark with me .
I guess folks at the tobacco markets in Georgia, Kentucky, Tennessee, South
Carolina and North Carolina have seen that red cap around for a long time,
because I've been auctioneering there for the last 16 years . I have covered
every tobacco belt in the country, and that means covering plenty of territory .
I have sold an average of about 14,000,000 pounds of tobacco c year, nnd I
reckon that must be close to 225,000,000 pounds, altogether .

An auctioneer has to know tobncco, because knowing tobacco helps him in sell-
ing it . I can say that I know tobacco from both ends - the "growing" end
and the "selling" end . My fether was one of the pioneer planters in Florence
County, South Carolina . I guess I began to learn tobacco right up from the
cradle . It wouldn't surprise me if the auctioneer's chant was used as my
lullaby, because as far back as I carn remember, I've always wantod to be on
auctioneer . I remember that even as a kid, I used to go out into the field,
gather up a pile of straw and pretend it was tobacco . Then I'd collect a
group of colored children who would act as buyers, while I went thrcugh the
"make-believe" of auctioning eff the pile of straw . When the dny came for
me to auction off my first basket of real tobacco at a real auction, I was
able to put into practice the chant I had rehearsed as a bey . Even so, I
was simply scarod to doath the first time I faced a group of buyers at the
Union Warehouse at Nsshville, Georgia, and soldmy first row of tobacco .

I've traveled a long road since thea, and learned a great many things about
the strenuous art of auctionaoring. One thing you con't help soaing, after
you've been on the floor for a numbor of years, is the kind of tobacco the
different buyers purchase, and the prices they pay for it . I have observed
fcr a long timo nmv that 'fhu 14uerican Tobacco Company buyers have always had
an eye for the choicest tobacco in the house - and when these boys find the
quality tobacco they want, they donft mind paying the price for it . It gets
so that e.ft,:r a while you cnn tell just by looking at a pile of tobacco
whether or not the LUCKY STRIKE boye will be intarested in it . Very often,
when I come upon a basket of ripe, sweet, fragrant tobacco, I aLeost auto-
matie,lly look up at the LUCKY STRIKE buyer, be .ause I know that hctil be
interested in such a basket.

For many years now, I have been growing tobacco on my own farm . In the last
10 yeare, there hnve been some grent strides made in the cultivation of tobncco .
If my Daddy were nlive today to eee the new kind of fertilizer we use, the
number of times we pull the leaf, ani the scientific way in which we cure
it, I am sure he'd be right proud of me as a tobacco farmer . I have always
been interested in new agricultural techniquea, and I have tried to keep up
a1i these yoare with any new developmonts . 'Way back in the early 1920`s .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



FRED EUGENE McLAUGRLIN
-2.

STATENENP •r".TAUe1RY 20,1q'y2

a new tobacco territory was oponed up in Ceorgia, and I was sent down there
aa a demonstrator to tench the farmers how to grow esd cure the leaf . I
supervised more than (y00 acres of tobacco . I mention this just to indicate
that I know tobacco not only in theory, but in actual practice .

Let me say one thing more : as an auctioneer, my throat means as much to me
as it would if I were an opera singer, And perhaps even more - because I
use it steadily, six hours at a stretch, all through the tobseco seasens .
Naturally, et the end of a hard day, my throat has been under a real strain
and, occnsionally, I have sold for three days straight withnut so much as a
breath of relief . New rrnievsber, I mako my living from my voicc, and I
simply can't afford te let my threat got hoarse . Very often, I heve to
chango the tone of my voice from a higher to a lower pitch, in order to
take the strain off it . Yet, even after a long session of steady auctioneer-
ing, I always find that LUCKIES are gentle on my throat . I nverage about two
paeks of LUCKIES a day, and they've never once let me down as far as my
throat is ccncorned .

I discovered one reason why LUCKIES are easy on the throat when I want
through the LUCKY STRIKE factories in Reidsville and in Uurham . One of the
most emasing things I ever saw was the LUCKY STRIKE "Toasting" prccess,
iSter that fine tobacco has been toasted, it is as mellow as can be, and
gives you a smoke that is really smooth, mild and cool .

Yes, I have been a LUCKY STRIKE smoker for 13 years, and that's becausc I
have soen the kind of tobacce thnt is bought every season for LUCKY STRIKE
cigarettes - end I know that you can~t beat this finer, lighter, milder leof
when it comes to real smoking enjoyment . I guess most other tobacco men
feel the sane wry I do about LUCKIES, because I've noticed the popularity af
this eigarotte with so many of the men who lmow-tobneco . When you got
right down to it, there is no substitute for good quality tobacco, when you
want good quality smoking . Every tobacco msn ]mows that, and I think that
every smoker can find that out himself by trying a pscknge of LUCKIFS .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



LA9iRENCE NOLLAND MOORE OCCUP.ITION : Independent Buyer
607 N . Lafayette Street Shelby, N

.C. NO. OF YEARS IN OCCUPATION: 28 Years

NO. OF YEARS A LUCKY STRIRE SMOKER : 23 Yeare

NICFNAEfE : Larry

STATEE7EtTT - January 30, 1942

Buying tobacco as en independent is an interesting ., but extremely risky business,
because you either stand or fall on your own judgment . A mistake in judgment means
money out of your own pocket . And if you make enough-mistakes - why, then, you're
just out of bisiness . New, the fact that I have been an independent buyer for 28
years, and have made a very good living out of it, should indicate that my own
tobacco judgment hasn't let me down too often . Let mo tell you a few things about
my tobacco background, to show you how one man acquired enough experience to build
up a sound judgment .

I can't remember the time when I was not connected with tobacco in one way or
~ another . The fact is, I am tobacco born and bred. All iqy family has been in the
j tobacco business for generations . E(p father had a tobacco plantation outside of
~ Durham, North Carolina, and it was on his farm that I learned the fundamental steps
~ in the growing, cultivation, curing and grading of tobaoeo

. I began to apply what / I had loarned about tobacco when I was 16 years old, for at that age, I w as
apprenticed to a buyer . For two years, I assisted him in the buying of tobacco,
and learned from him all the fine points of tobacco buying ; and believe me, there
are many fine points involved . An independent tobacco Fuyor must have excellent
judgment of tobacco value, because at the auctions, he has to use that judgment in
a split second - and he must have enough confidence in his judgment to stick to
his original opinion . First impressions count, when you buy tobacco on your own -
and my first impressions, as I look back, have dsually been pretty accurate . For
the last 28 yeare, I have been buying tobacco as, an independent at the markets in

'Georgia, North Carolina and Kentucky . All in all~, I reckon I've bought well over
20,000,000 pounds of tobacco . Remember, an independent buyer picks up small lots
of tobacco which he regrades and resells - so, when I spoak of 20,000,000 pounds
of tobacco, that represents many thousands of individual purchases . You seo, then,
that in 26 years, I have had to exercise my own judgment thousands and thousonds
of times .

Looking back over the years, one thing stands out clearly . Season after season at
the auctions, I have seen The American Tobacco Company capture the finest tobacco
in the house . You can't walk off the floor with tobacco of this kind, unlese you
pay the price - and the price for the finer, milder, sweeter leaf is always high .
I move right along from basket to b asket with all the buyers of tho various .
cigarette companies, and I compete with them for the tobacco that is sold . I
learned long ago that there was no point in my bidding on the baskets of tobacco
that woro uniformly ripe, grainy and lighter bodied, because I never could keep up
with the bids made by The American Tobacco buyers for tobacco of this kind . 7Phen
these boys see a pile of finer smoking tobacco - the kind that makes a truly grand
cigarette - they don't 1ot price stand in their way, and time and again, I have
seen them top~all competition until the basket was "Sold American ."

Buying tobacco is just like buying anything else - you got what you pay for . In
my 28 years of experience as an independent buyer, I cun truthll :lly state that
LUCKIES pay more for the tobacco they buy, well above the average market price,

and when you pay more for tobacco, you get finer quality . I think that, in itself,

explains why I have boon smoking LUCKIES for 23 yeera . I know what I'msmoking,

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



LAARENCE HOLLAHD MOORE

STATEMENT - danuary 30,1942 (COnt'd .)

when I light up a LUCKY - because year after year, I see the finer tobacco that
is bought for it . Every tobacco man knows that when ripe, lighter, thinner
tobacco goes into a cigarette, the result is a milder, coolor, better-tasting
smoke . There can be no substitute for finer tobacco, if you want real smoking
enjoyment out of a cigarette . And I know that the tobacco that goes into LUCKIES
is the finest you can buy anywhere at aqp price .

So, when it comes to buying my own cigarettes, it is only horse sense, isn't it,
for me to act on what I see at tho auctions? At auction after auction, I sce
LUCKY STRIKE pay some mighty handsome prices for the finer, naturally milder leaf .
Like any other smoker, I want to get as much enjoyment ae I con out of a cigarette
- which means a milder, bettor-tasting smoke ; and for the last 23 years, I have
found just these qualities in LUCKIES,

I heartily agree with the LUCKY STRIKE slogan that "Rith men who know tobacco best,
it's LUCKIES 2 to 1 ." Personally, I believe that's an understatement ; and if the
same survey were to be msde today, you would find that aewng tobacco men, the over-
whelming preference is for LUCKIES .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



OCCUPATIONe Independont Buyer

NO. . OF YEARS IN OCCUPATION : 16 Years

17 NO. CF YBLRS A LUCKY STRIKE SIEOKER : 13 Years
,

NICKNAE@: Ben

STATBlGffi4T - January 15, 191/2

Altogether I've spent 41 yanrs in the tobacco bueiness . I ontorod a Richmond
tobaocc factory when I was 16 years old and I spent many yoare working in tobacco
factories. Then, 16 yeure ago, I beeame an independent tobacco byyor and I've
bcon buying tobacco evor eineofor my own aeoount in the Bright Belt - at Ade .,
Georgia; Whitev111e, North Carolina, and DanvilleA Vlrginia, During these mcny
years I have seen a big change in the smoking habits of the public and in the
kind of tobacco the farmers graq Today people seem to want a lighter emuke .
So, the farmers are topping the tobacco higher than they used to when I worked
as a boy on a tobacco farm, This higher topping of the tobacco plont results

in thinner, finer-tortured leaves - tobacco that gives a milder, lighter, more
enjoyable smoke .

Now, as an independent buyer I have to make my living fighting nino or mere other
bqyers to get baskets of good tobaeoo . "Fighting" isn't the right word for it i

bocause there is no better-natured businuse in the world than the tobacco business .

Still, that competition results in mighty koen strugglee . One of my competitore
for mhny years at the auctions has been LUCKY STRIKE . Their buyers go after the
finer, lighter, milder tobacco and keep bidding till they got it . Ncw, the best
way for me to make c profit ie to b upy baskets of tobacco that are poorly graded .
I thmi take these tobaccos and regrade them properly . I have often sold re-
graded baskets of fine loaf to LUCKY STRIKE . Bo, that's another way I have found
out from eaperienoo that LUCKY STRIKE pays high prices for tobacco .

Now, I myeelf have ~oked LUCNIBS for 13 years and what I just said should show
you why . There is an old, old saying in the tobacco country that no cigarette
is better thun the tobacco bought for St, and since LUCKIES btqy the finer,
lighter and milder tobaccos I kaow they'll give me a smoke that'e bettor tasting

and more enjoyable all around. You see, LUCKIES frequently buy loaves from
the middle of the tobacco plant : the choicest leaves, and LUCKIES concentrate

above all on getting the kind of light tobacco that everyone, including myself,
L seems to want today.

Of course" I speak just for one mnn, but I've noticed that moet other independent
tobacco experts like myself - buyers, auctioneers and warehousemon - also smoke
LUCKIES . This is true in Fhitevillo, North Carolina, in Danville, Virginia,

end in other parts of the tobacco eountry where I've operated-. I guess they
pick LUCffi6 for just the snme reason I do - - because they're made of fine
tobacco .

BENJAMIN CLEVBLxND PIERCE
Elke Club
Denv111o, Vn.

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



JOHN L. PINNIX OCCUPATION : :?arehouseman
319 Hain Street
3eldevillc, N . C . NO . OF YEARS IN OCCUPATION : 214 Years

N0 . 0F YEARS A LUCKY STRIKE SISOKE .R: 2)y Years

NICKfi6bH': : John

STATEl&NT - JANUARY 16, 191{2

One thing I've noticed in 2ly years of operating tobacco warehouses in
Georgia, North Cairolina and South Carolina, is that LUCKY ST3IRE's
buying standards have not varied one jot. I estimate thut in the
different warehousee I've managed I've started the bids on well overfifty million pounds

of tobaceo . So I think I'm in a position to know
the kind of tobacco LUCKY STRIKE has bought and the price they pay to
got it, and in all P.7 21+ years working in a warehouse I have seen
LUCKIES pay what it costs to get the finer, lighter, mellower tobacco -
the kind that makes for good smoking. Let me add that, in my opinion,
the American Tobacco buyers are the moet libcral buyers on the merket,

I was born and raised near the tobacco farm that my father and my grand-
father worked before me . I have been raising my awn crop and I've
tried by using all the modern methods of fertilizing, rotatinc . culti-
vating, rnd topping the plant to bring eut tobacco that is lighter and
milder - the kind of tobaooo that I havo seen Ameriean go nfter in rqy
warehouses . !"fien The Ameriean Tobacco Company buyer seee r pile of
good, ripe tobacco, he'll bid up nnd up to get it. I've noticed
again and ogcin thct if the tobacco is not just right the Americnn
Tobacco bqycr won't take it at any price . But if the tob.ceo on the
basket is light, mild and of just the right si13y toxture, the
American Tobacco buyer will pay the price to get it .

Another thing I've noticed is that most peeple theae dqye want a
milder smoke, and it's just the kind of tobacco that Amcriean buys -
the lighter leaf which comee from the second rnd third primingsthnt
gives the sawker r. milder eigarette .

I've beon smoking LUCKIES since right after they cr,me on the nr.rket
in 1917

and that's ovor 21; years now, and I l ve kept to LUCKIES because
in every auction I've ever attended, LUCKY STRIKE has bought the
ripest, sweetest, mellowost tobacco offered .

Among the tobacco men I lmow - auctioneers, warehoueemen and inde-
pendent buyers - I have noticed the some preference for a milder,
better-tasting smoke and I know that other tobacco nen agr ec with mc
about LUCKIES,becc

.use everywhere I've becn in the tobacco country,I havy noticed that men with tobacco training like ryy own are smoking
LUCKIES. . 17e tobacco mcn knaw that ripe, lighter-bodied, silkytox-
tured tobde p o nakas r grand smoke, and we see LUCL'Y STRIKE pay the
price to geC ,this kind of tobacco, so naturally when it comee to
buying our own cigarette, we choose LUCRIES .

I might add that I visited one of LUCKY STRIKE's big factories and
hnve actually seen the "Toasting" process in operation.' I ' m convinced

after watching it that extra mollowness results from this treatment of
the tobacco . And that adds ca lot to real all-round smoking enjoyment .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



LUCIAN H . PU:iDON OCCUPATION: Auctioneer
Springfield, Kentucky

NO . bF.YE1RS iN OCCUPATION : 31 Years

N0 . OF YEASLS A LUCKY STRIKE SMOKER : 18 Yenrs

NICKNATAE : Luke

STATE7dENT - February 4, 19L2

I believe that a godd thing is worth passing along, that's why, whenever I
cnn, I pass out LUCKIES anong the many people I meet . I know that you can't
gst a finer cigarette anywhere at any price . If that sounds like a strong
statement let mo teil you how I know this to be true .

I have been a tobacco auctioneer now for 31 years . I have covered the
markets at Springfield nnd Bioomfield, Kentucky ; at Rocky Mount, Kinston
and Henderson, North Carolina : and at Lake City and Darlington South
Carolina, I have sold an enormous volume of tobacco - well over two
hundred million pounds . I have soen hundreds of tobacco crops brought
to ewrket, and I have soen the kind of tobacco each of the various cigar-
ette companies buyb Now an auctioneer must know tobacco quality and
tobe.cco value if he wants to sell right. He must know exactly what types
of tobacco the different buyers are interestedin, And he must be able
to tell on sight - not only the quality of the tobacco - but the approxi-
mnte price that tobacco will bring . And when you have been in the business
for jl years you gct to know these things pretty accurately . So I think
that I know tobacco and therefore can speak about tobacco with the author-
ity of long experience behind me, Let me add that I tried to teach nq own
son same of the f'ine points of tobacco that I have learned frovi .-,y o.m
expcrience . This last season, at the age of 18, he did his first tobacco
buying as an independent - and apparently he learned his toboeco lessons
well bccause he made a good profit at the end of the season . Of course
it plcuses ae very much that I hnve been able to pass along smne of the
things I know about tobacco .

Now at every auction I have seen The dnerican Tobacco Company get the
finest part of the crop on the floor . Of ccurse, this finer tobacco
sells for the highest price - but price does not stop r .n .LSerican buyer
when the tobacco is tops in quality . The thinner naturally milder leaf
that .lnerican buys, each season at the auctions, makcs a cigarette that
gives the smoker everything he wants - coolness, mellowness and milder
taste .

An interesting thing about the American buyers is the uniformity of high
quality tobacco they purchase - no matter what the market . If the tobacco
on the floor is not up to the LUCKY ST3IKE standard, the Americnn b,{ysrs
will simply not bid; but when the top grade cigarette tobacco is up for
sale I know from experience that I, ve got to keep my eyes on the LUCKY
STdIKE buyers because they are going to bid the prices up and up to capture
the basket .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



LUCIAN H . PU.iDOPd

STATEMENT - February 4, 1942 (Cont'd .)

Thero can be no substitute £ar fine tobacco if you want ca real unjcyable
smoke . B7ildor tobacco m,akes a milder cigarette - that's plain as day to
cny tobacco aan - and I think it should mean sonething to every smokor .
I soc LUCKY ST.7IKE pay what it costs to got the lightcr, thinner, swuetcr
tobacco - vnd I see them do this season after senson at the auctions .
LUCKY STRIKE tobacco pays more dividends in smoking enjay:,.ent bccause
that tobacco is the finest grown .

I ho.vc another very personal reason for smoking LUCKIES . You know th r '.t
cn nuctioncar's voice is his fortune ; if his voice fails hin he sinply
has to quit as an cuctioneer . Now, I hnve sold tobacco under nll sorts
,. )f conditions, sold it in Darlington South Carolina when the thermomater
stood at 120 degrees, and in Spring£ield Kentucky when the tmnperaturc was
below zero . This season alone I chanted the bids on s>me 60,000 individual

baskets of tob'.cco . Obviously then, my thror.t is undcr quite a strain .
S :, I am very careful about the cigarette I smoke because I have to be sure
that in no way will that cigarette irritate my throct . In the eightean
ycars I heve been smoking LUCKIES not once have I found then harsh . Vory
often, in fact when I cone to the ond of a row of tobacco baskets, I'll

stop to puff on a Lucky. I always find the affect very c .;oling and gentle
on my throat . And I'd rather, during these brief pauses, have a Lucky
than a glass of watcr .

They say that experienec is the best teacher. iJell, my own experience
has taught me that there is no other cigarette equal to LUCKIES for rcal
smoking enjoyment . Frankly, on occasions I've tried one or two other
brends of oignrettes, but even when I've snoked half n 2ozen o f thom
I've nevor had thc sane smoking enjoyment out of them as I get from
LUCKIES . The reason is plain - the finer naturally milder tobacco that

goos into LUCKIES makes ,^, vast difference . Any tobacco man can spot the
rcally finc tobacco in a LUCKY STRIKE cigarette just by snokinp, it. r-
guose that's why so neny of the tobacco poople I see around tho ia'r,,huases
also smoko LUCKIES . That's why I'vo snckod Luckics f : )r over 18 years .

So to get back to what I started to explain : Let no say that I like
LUCKY STHIKE becausc I know thcy contr.irn the fincst tobacco sold at the
auctions . In my opinion no other aigarctto cumos ncnr it in quality a
in tuste . That's why when young peoplo, who are just beginning to smoke,
ask ry advice cbeut cigarettes, I reach for ey pack of LUCKIES and say
to them : "Try one of these" . That's what I mean by passing a g .cd thing
clong t.~ -thsrs .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144
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OCCUPATION,. Auctioneer

NO. OF YEARS IN OCCUPATION, 13 Years

NO. OF YEARS A LUCKY STRI KE SMOgER 3 10 Years

NICRNAM1IE, "Jack"

STATFIU'!IT - January 29 .1942

When yoS talk of "tobacco tradition"r you're talking my language . You see . I'm
pnrt of a long tobacco harltage that stretches way back into thelaet eentury ..
I(V grandfather was the first man to grow tobacco here in Narion County, South
Carolinn - and the original euring barn he used stood as a historical monument
until only a year ago . My father followed in epr grandfatherts footsteps on the
saee.farm, plowing the same acres . And it was on thie farm that I wae born .
Today I'm-onrrying on whera my father left off, and out of the same rich earth
that produced the firet tobacco crop in this county, I hope to grow another
golden harvest for next season's markets .

Yee . thero's been a long tradition of tobacco growing in the Rogers famil .I my
own tobacco experience began in childhood - and I keep learning new thi s about
tobaaco every seaeon. There's been a greut change in the quality of uocc since
my grandfather"e timo .. Tobacco today is lighter-bodied, ripor, an ilder them it
was years ago. Fnrmore are learning that the lighter, milder 1 brings the
best price at the market - so they are ueing every new moth o grow top
quality tobacco . Nowadays, whon you get the finer par a crop - you've really
got tobacco thut's mild, grniry, silky-textur mellowc the kind of leaf
that moune more mildness e n a cigarette . .

a experience I had in growing tobacco meant a great deal to me when I began
11 tobneco, ae an auntf~n .,er . li yoars a o Since then I have been

auct onaer n~_ rogu nrly at the markets in eorg South Carolina, North Carolina .
andRontucky . At Yonk`e Warehouse in Formvil , North Caro11¢a, I sell mare
tobacco than is sold at any other

single

wa ouso in the world. I rockon that
in an nverage year, I sell eomewhoro ar 16 mlllion pounds of tobacco,, el-
together . Multiply this by 13 yg8n o~erience, oBd you'll get a right tidy

eum of tobncoo ./~. v^ ~~_~)~ -vj M'IJ

How in all theee years of walking up and dow¢ the war ouee floor, selling

tobacco from wall to wnll . I have had a chunce to e the kind cf tobacco that
is bought by the various cigarette companies - nn the prices pnid for it .

I speak from experienee, therefore, and from ary personal observation, when
I say that Lucky 6trike"buye the fineet tobac that comee f~ auction each
season. And that tobscco br ear, 1 have soeH-C[S

er lighter, areetor, thinner leaf - and I have
aught their blde, up and up, until the basket wae "Sold Aaericen" . This is
omethin¢ I know.because thls is eumethir '

And hero'e something else that I know, oe a tobnccoman, When the finer, naturally
milder leaf that is bought by the American Tobacco Company goes into Luckios,

.you've got a real cigarette - a cigarette that will emoke cooler and taste

milder, Thore'a just no other way of doing it, i ,to gut a botter cigorotto, you've
got touee better tobaeco . And the tobacco that I seo Lucky Strike byy, season

after seaeon, can't be beat in quality - because it'e got everything that malms
for real smoking extjoyment v

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144
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PiILHUR RHEEEAR ROGERS

STATEMENT - January 29,1942 (cont'd,)

It's only plain commGn aense1 therefore, for me to pick a cigarette I know is made
of tobacco that will give me a milder, better-tasting smoke, And the easiest way
for me to pick such a eigaiettej is to go by what I see at the tobacco auctions .
I see Lucky Strike pay the price to get the top quality tobacco in the house -
and I see this happen not just now and thenj but season after season . So for ny
own smoking enjoyment, I pick Luckies - and Pve been smoking them now for over
ten years .

Now what I've just told you about the high quality tobacco Lucky Strike buys is
not a secret - it's a we11-known fact among all tobaccomen in the business . So
it's no surprise to me that the groat majority of tobaccomen like nryself --
auctionoers, warehousemen and independent buyers -- also go by what their eyes
tell them . . . and smoke the cigarette of finer tobacco, Lucky Strike .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



HOGH HOPE SCOTT OCCUPATIONe Independent Buyer
808 Cleveland Street
Durham,N,C'. NO'. OF YEARS IN OCCUPATION : 12 YelYs

90 .. OF YEARS A LUCKY STRIKE SIdOgRH : 25 Years

NICNNACffi : "Chicken"

STATEMENT - 7ANUARY 12,1942

I have been asked why I have smoked Luckies for many years - in fact since
they were first put onthe market in 191'] : Well, I can answer that question
by just saying Luckies are made of fine tobacco - fine tobacco means a fine
smoke - so it is just good sense for me to smoke them . But let me give you
a fuller explanation of why Luckies are my choice in preference to any other
cigarettee

In the first place, I am tobacco born and bred : EAy father was a tobacco buyer

and broker for full seventy years in Danville,Virginia . I', myself, have been
in tobacco for forty years . In 1913 I began buying for an important export
tobacco company - The Export Leaf Tobacco Company . I was with them for seven
years. In 1920 I became a tobacco buyer for another big export company -
one of the biggest tobacco campanies in the world - Imperial . I w.vs Imperialf s
head buyer on the Durham market for ten yeare .

Then in 1930, wlth all this experience and knowledge of tobacco behind me i
I becnme an independent buyer, buying for my own account . I have bought aa
aa independent in Nashville, Georgia - Lumberton, NorEh Carolina - Durhesn,
North Carolina - Rogersville, Tennessee - Bowling Green, Kentucky - and
Waldorf,Maryland . And I figure that my total invaetment in tobacco - over a
million pounds of it - has been three hundred and thirty thousand dollors .
In fact, I once bought eight thousand dollars worth of tobacco in a single
day: Obvi'ously, I have got to know tobacco backwards and forwards to mske
a living in my business .

I have also grown tobacco during several seasons . In fact, in 1919 I got some
of the highest prices ever paid a farmer in the history of tobacco - one dollar
and fifty cents a pound . And that year American bought the largest percent
of my crop . Of course, that stands out in my memory, but as an independent
buyer, in frequent cacpetition with Lucky Strike buyers at the auctions, I
have seen the eame thing happen time ond time again .

In fact, at markets all over the south. I see Lucky Strike consistently ;
paying what it costs to got the finer, lighter grades of tobacco . Now this
is mighty important to every smoker, because a cigarette is only as good ne
the tobacco that is in it . The lighter, thinner tobaceoe that Lucky Strike
buys are definitely un the milder side . You con tell that by foeling the
leaves - they are not gummy, not heavy body, which is what makes a cigarette
too strong . You can tell it also by smolling the leaves - Lucky Strike gradee
of tobacco never smell strong, so you cen bet your boots they won!t amoke
strong either . TUTTobneco Lucky Strike buys is the choicest that is grown
- it ranges from the secend°primings" up to the middle of the stalk . This
yellow and nutty leaf - rich and ripe - is at the seme time light and mild
enough to make a completely enjoyable smoke .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



HUGH HGPE SCOTT

STATEBEENT - JANUARY 12,1942

Of course, there is another feature that is most important : The finer, milder
tobaucos are naturally easy on your throat . I know that because I smoke well

over two packs of Luckies s day and they never bother my throat . You see

Lucky Strike iot only buys fine tobacco but ages it properly, blends it properly,
and heat-treate it properly through the "toaeting^ process,

Sc there is the full story of why Luckies have been my smoke for the paet
twonty-fivo years .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



COLONEL HART SNL44A9AKER OCCUPATIONr Auctioneer
Lebanon, Ky .

NO, OF YEARS IN OCCUPATION t 26 Years

NO OF YEARS A LUCKY STRIKE SNOKERi 6 Years

NICKNAhE, Shew

STATE'YEiT - FEBRUARY 6, 1942

I know tobacco from three sides, as a farmer, a warehouseman, and an auctioneer .
As a farmer, growing 38GO pounds of tobacco on my own farm in Washington . CounLy,
Pve learned the basic facts of tobacco cultivation . As a warehouseman - as oe.rt
owner of the Burley Warehouse in Lebanon, Kentucky, for the lest ten yeers -' :1ve
learned the many different types and gradee of tobacco sold on the floor . And as
an auctioneer, with 26 years of experience, I've learned a good deal about tobacco
value in watching the orices paid each season at the auctions,

This triple combination of tobacco experience gives me the right, I believe, to
talk as an expert, I have covered the Burley belt and the Bright belt, nuctioneer-
ing in North and South Carolina, Georgia and Kentucky, I reckon that in my time
I've sold well over one hundred sixty-five million pounds of tobacco, h{y chant
is rather well known in the tobacco country becauso I sm one of the few musical
auctioneers who carries oc his chant to the tune of a popular song . I believe
that when I auctioneer to the tune of, "It Ain't Gonna Rain No R1ore" the auction
becomes not only more interesting, but it helps to keep me alert, fresh, and
in good spirits .

Now, an Auctioneer is in a good position to see who bqys what tobacco at the
auctions, and the prices paid for it, No one knows this better than an
Auctioneer, because he catches the price and knocks out the pile to the highest
bidder, Now, I've seen LUCKY STRIKE'.btry the finest tobacco grown in Kentucky,
the Carolinas and Georgia - the choice leaf that comes from the first 3d of the
stalk, That tobacco is of a beautifully light golden color, silky in texture,
and thinner in body - pretty to look at and pretty to feel . And this finer
tobacco, being naturally milder, smokes cooler, tastee bettor, and has an un-
mistakeable flavor that no other tobacco can give,

Price is alwaye a good index of quality, I have noticed that LUCKY STRIKE pays
hcndsomely each season at the auetions for the tobacco they bip ., But I really
believe they get their meney's xnrth in the long run, because this ripe golden
tobacco gives more smoking satisfaction, Naturally then, once a smoker has tasted
the finer flavor of LUCKIES he is going to use that cigarette all the time - and
he will be getting more smoking enjoyment for his maney, Any tobacco man knows
how important fine tobacco is in a cigarette - and these tobacco mon see LUCRIES buy the finest tobacco an the floor, season after season

. I guess this explains
why so nary men who know tobacco pick LUCKIES for their own cignrette and that's
the reason Wny I have been smoking LUCKIES steadily now for the last six years,

The LUCKY STRIKE Radio Programs have done a good deal to make the general nublie
tobacco-minded, I know that in recent years many visitors from the North have
dropped in at the warehouses where I was auctioneering . Many tim.es they have
asked me what my cigarette is, and when I tell them it is LUCKIES they want to
know why I nicked that brand, My answer was always the srunei LUCKIES are made
of fine tobacco ,,, Fine tobacco means good smoking . ., thatts why I smoke
LUCKIES . And oceasionally when they ask me to show them a pile of what I con-
sider to be the finest tobacco on the floor I would take thun over to the baskets
that were sold AMERICAN, I think, more than anything else I ccn say, that this

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



COLONEL tiART SRE4YGiAKER

STATEIDM1ENT - FEBRUARY 6,1942

shows the high regerd which I, as a tobacco man j have for the LUCkY STRIKE

stendnrd of quelity .

A tobacco man 1ike6 to knax what he is smoking when he lights up a cieurett?
I knew that the tobanco I snoke when I light up a LUCKY is the finest tobaco

.aoney can buy - the lighter riper golden top quality tobacco that brings t`ie
highest price even,/ season at the auctions . So it's plain, then, why my mvr.
cigarette for the last six years has boon LUCKIES .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



REUBEN ll . BNOTHERS OCCUPATION : Tobacco Auctioneer
Reidsville, N. C .

NO. OF YEARS IN OCCUPATION : 7 Years

NO . OF YEARS A LUCKY STRIKE SE60EERi 7 Yeers

NICKNAPdE: Reuben

STkTEMENT- JANUSRY 16, 1942

My older brother owns the biggest tobacco warehouse here in Reidsville .
And I began to auctioneer at that warehouse about seven years ago . I was
reall.y just "spelling" the older buctiDneers at first . Even so, I had
my haids full right to begin with .

You see a new hand at auctioneering hasn't axd easy j ob . In the first -
pL.ce I have to be able to catch every bid made by any one of 15 or so
different tobacco b Uyers . And since sales go at the rate of 360 an hour,
that means some good quick work.

hell it's a hard job but a mighty fascinating one . I've sold not only
here in Reidsville, but also in Madison, North Carolina and Carthage, North
Carolina. I also have ^spelled^ tiie older auctioneers in wcrehouaes in
Live Oak, Florida and Tifton, Georgia . So even though I'm new at the work,
I've been around quite a bit cnd I've seen a great number of tobacco
cuctions . At every one of these auctions I've noticed that LUCItY STRIKE
consietently pays the price to get the finer end milder tobacco . In
fact when a basket of tobacco like that comas up for sale, it's really
fun to see what happens. All the btivers want this fine tobacco and thee
price goes up and up as they bid against each other . But time sxrl again
LUCKY STRIKE bids the top dollar and the besket's "SOLD NMERICt,N" .

Well, seeing what .happens at the auctions has simply shovm me that the
older tobacco oxperts I've noticed smoking LUCKIES reclly do know } .hat's
what when it comes to choosing a cigarette . Men like :qy brother have
seen LUCt.Y STRIKE byy the light, ripe tobacco for maqv maqv years, so it's
just natural for them to pick LUCKIES for their own cigarette . You see,
that light, goad-colored tobacco has a lot of advcntages . I know some-
thing thing about this because though 1'm new at auctionearing, I've reully

p lived in the tobacco buslness all my life . My fcSher and grandf..ther were
both tobacco farmars, and as s kid I did just about everything there is
to do with the gro•aing of tobacco . So 1 can say from :qv own experience
of the leaf that the thin, lighter grades of tobacco bouChL by LUCKY STRIKE

smoke coolur than the average grades of tubacco - hc.ve a better aroma -
and are definitely milder and finer tasting . So there you h ave the reason

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



REUBEN D . SMOTHERS

STkTENEM' - JANUnAY 16, 1942 (Cont'd .)

LUCKIES have been mv cigarette fur the past eoven years .

I think that even city people who had never been tobacco growing would
recognize that the tobacco LUC[ff STRIKE bqvs is the better leaf , if they'd
Just come down to the auctions and see a few sales themselves . Of course
LUCRIES have another advantage tco - like mnqv folks from every state
in the Union I've visited a LUCICfSTRIISE cigarette factory . I've seen
the "Toasting" process in actutl operation and knuw how much it does to
mnke LUCKIES' fine tobacco even mare mellow . I smoke about tvo pceks
of LUCKIES a day . Yet they are always perfectly easy cm md throat.

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



HENRY LOWDF'N SNELL OCCUPATION : Yiare}wuse Owner
Farmers Warehouse
Lexington, Ky. NO. OF Yh:4i(b IN OCCUPATION : 28 Years

NO . OF' YEARFi n LUCKY STRIKE SMOKER : 13 Years

NICKNAPdE : -

STATE6fENT- F'EURUARY 2, 1942

i Yes, I have seen a mightg heap of tobacco in sV lifetime . I lu.ve
~ watched the quality of tobacco change from the heavier long stemmed
v;.riety to the lighter tNdnner cigarette luuf that gives a milder
sweeter smoke . And I have watched every stop in the tobacco busi-
ness, from the time the seed was planted in the ground until the
tobacco ias sold and carted off the warehouse floor to the factory .
I was born anl raised nn uy Father'e tobacco farm, and early in life

. I acquired a practical education in the growing, curing and Zrading
of tobacco . For the last 28 years I have been in the tobacco v:are-

1 hou,se business . At present I am Vice President and General 4lanager
\\1 of the Farmers Warehouse CoIDparly in Lexingt^n, Kentucky . I have been

seiling between 4 and 5 million pounds of tobacco a year and in 28
:\ yearo of warehouse experience that adds up to e to&1l sale :S somewhere

near 115 million pounds of tobacco .

So I think I knom something about tobacco : As a ivarehouse Ltanager I
am in positicm te sec tw tobacco ccming in from all the fnrms in this
section and it is part :f i.q business to watch the grading of this to-
bacco und t: supervise the arrangement of the baskets on the floor. In
this u,ay I have learned to distinguish betveon the great varieties cf
tobacco .

More importunt however, I am in a position to watch the actucl az ..les and
to note the kird ot tchacec bought by the various cigarette companies

and the price paid . Over a period of years I have seen the LUCKY STRIKE
byyers gu after the lighter, grainier, finer tebucco - the kixd nf leaf
tnct brings the top price - and time 2nd again I have seen this k .-i quality
cigarette tobacco sold ^American" .

Now, the first thing a tobacco man learns is the simple rule that the en-
joyment you get out of a cigarette depends on the kirnd of tobacco that
goes into it. Yihen you know a cigarette is made of lighter, thinnar,
milder leaf yuu can be sure that .cigarette will smoke cooler and taste
better . I have seen the tobacco that is bought for LUCKIES and I know
this tobacco is lighter in color and finer in quality, so naturally then
v.hen I have to choose a cigarette for cdself I choose LUCKIES, because the
finer quality tobacco in LUCKIES means €re::ter all around smoking enjuy-
ment . That's why for 13 years nuw, u y own cigarette has been LUCKIES .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



NFNPY LOriDEN BNELL -2-

ST8TE0.1ENT-- February 2, 1942 (Cont'd .)

This present tohacco neason dov.n hern in Lexington. Kentucky is one of
the best I have seen in m, ipg.,yeara.- T..~e .,.~ricee li.ve beon high because
the to2aeec was unusually fineaenl because the crop was short . This
of ccurse, makes for some mighty keen competition- and I have seen the
Lids this year E:o all the way up the scale to as high as $50 .00 c hundred .
Now, a glance at aiqq one of the floor sheets, w}tl .eh is the record of a
dvy's sales, indicates that the timerican Tobacco Company this season tms
paid well above the average m:.rket price for the superior grade of
ciCarette tobacco . Since this yearfs crop was really a splendid one, :aul
since LUCKY BTRIKE bought some cf the finest tobacco in this crop, it
stands to reason that LUCKIES will be even better than ever .

Please rememter that as a warehouse Manager I am entirely independent
and not connected with axiv of the cigaratte companies . I try to deal
with them all on tho same equal ani impartial basis . What I have stEted
herc is the result cf my own personal observation over a period ef some
28 years . I have seen LUCKY ST&IKE, year after year, pay the price to
Eet some of the finest tobacco rnised in ttu : Burley district . That-s
w!ry f~r 13 years now I havc been smoking LUCKIFS . Other tobacc:> men
seem to feel the same way I do, because I tmve noticed that amon+ ; the
tobacco people I see arourd the auctions every season the big preference
is for LUCIff STRIKE.

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



GEORGE SS7INEBROe,D OCCUPtiTION : Auctioneer
Lancaster, Ay,

N0 . OF YEARS 2N OCCUPATION : 14 Years

NO . OF YEARS A LUCAY STRIKE SLIOIIER : 17 Years

NIC@]AN.E :

STATE27F..^vT - February 3, 1942

Soma people say that an artist or a musician is born and not mada . I think, in
a certain sense, the same thing applies to an auctioneer . Auctioneering is some-
thing that must be in a man -- and that curtain something simply can't be s.c-
quircd through books . /A tobacco auctioneer must love his work, otherwise he can't
make the grade . Of eourse he has to know tobacco, and he must know the fine
points of selling tobacco . But apart from this, a good auctioneer is intcrestod
in auctioneering for its own sake .

In ny own case I was fortunate enough oarly in life to find the job I wc .nted to
do more than anything else . I was 27 yoars old when I sold nly first pile of
tobacco, and I have been going at the job of auctianeering for Ily years now .
I find auctioneering so interesting that when the tobacco season is over I turn
to the auetioncoring of thoroughbred horses . I have been an auctionocr at
Tnttcrsalls in Laxington wnich is probably the world's most famous saddle horse
sales market . And I have auctioned horses all over the country .

I have been a tobacco auctionecr for the last 14 years and I have covered the
nnrkats at Danville . Hentucky and at Lumbcrton and Fairmount, North Carolina .
I sell on an average of 7,000,000 pounds of tobacco a year -- that makes a total
of well over 98,000,000 pounds of tobacco altogether . Besidos selling tobacco,
I have continued to grew tobacco on the farm which once belonged to ry grand-
father . When you have had such a close association with tobacco for so many
years it becomcs almost second nature for ~ ,ou to know the various types and
grades that arc grown and sold . At the markets where I auction, I see the
differont kinds of tobacco that are put up for sale . More important, I see what
kind of tobacco each of the cigarette companies buys and the prices paid for it .
Over a period of 14 years I have observed that Lucky Strike goes after the finer
quality tobacco and pays wall to get it. The tobacco Lucky Strike buys is not
only pretty to see, but good to fool -- tobacco t.hat is full of life -- fluffy

in texture and mellow in quality . This finer leaf gives you a lighter, milder,
bettor tasting smoke .

Seeing the choice tobacco bought by the Amorican Tobacco Company year after year
I naturally smoke Luckies myself. In fact I hcve been amoking them now for 17
ycr.rs . I know the fine tobacco that goos into Luckies and I know that this
naturally milder leaf ineans more all around smoking enjoyment .

Another good reason for my smoking Luckies is that I have alwuys found them easy
on my throat -- and remember that an auctioneer's throat means his broad and
butter . I use my voice constantly during the auctions, but even at the height
of a busy soason when the markets are going full blast and my voice is taking
plenty of punishment, I find Luckios coel, gentle, an d mild .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



GEORGE S.RIN$BROAD

STATEEGENT - February 3, 1942 (cont'd,)

OcCaeionally I am asked by people who are not in the tobacco buairoes why I choceo
Luckios for my own cigarette. Vy answer is always tho aame . I smoke Luckioe be-
cauee they are made of finery nnturally milder tobacco e.d because tobacco of thia
quality meone more flavor in the smoking,more mildnees and better taete, That ' s
whct every emeker wants in a cigarette ; And thut ' s why I have beon emoking Luckies
exclusively for the last 17 years & I think this also explains why the great
majority of tobaccomon prefet Luokies . Anqq mon who knows tobaccc, knowe that
Lucky Strike ie a better cigarette becauec it is made of finer, lightor ; naturally
milder tobaeco .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



fA:M;. W1YNAl D TiLLEY OCCUPATIONt :terehouseec n
1.722 NigNth atreet (Alsc -n itidependent bvger for 16 ye,rs)
Durham, North Carolina

N0 . OF YEtli : IN OCCPP.;TIO<i: 4 Yeers

NO . OF YEf]t5 A LUCKY S'TFtIHE :Eqgb'R: 14 Years

NICfINA1Q'. : idcynard

STATL9@1T - JANBAHf 13, 194 2

~ I come from a reel old tobacco family . Yy Gr:mddad used to sell his tobacco
~ in Clerksville, Virginia . He'd peck it in hogsheads, ~,ut a pin through them,

and haul them in by mule to market . Yes, Grendded as adioneer gro^rer in
Granville County, North Carolina .

And ClarksslllV was the oldest bright, ilue-cured tobacco mc.rket
in the vorld. In fact, `fiTet':mbitc"'cuc ""-~

~Clarkevilla ~ reheld i
n

toe.rsd-thr of-'ttCe"'Y9'tX" So c:n
Talleys got ourstatt in this auctim businese miphty eerly . F.ty f:.t .her,
himself, was a vr,rehousemen and my six brothers - we're kno*+n as th e
"Sir Tclley Hrothere" - are to8.y all either :mrahoasemen or inftependent
buyers . I've really sxnt my :,jholo life arking Ath tobacco in end
cround *.uehouses . For the iast four years, I have operated a czrehouse
myself, first in Gmberton, North Ccroline and now in IAui:am, North Crrolina.

I also buy tobacco as an independent . I've been follo^ing the markets a s
rn independent buyer for 18 yeers no -.r, going all the wry from Georgia right
on up through the Crrolines and into Tennessee . Co tobeeco is or business
and knotring tobacco values is the eny I earn my livelihood . So it muat be
pretty plein wqy I've smoked WCHIES the past 14 years . To put it in a
nutshell , at merket after market, I see them pcy the price to get the finer,

lighter, milder end better tasting tobecco - co it's no sonder I smoke them .

k young friend of mine in Georgir - s boy i ihose bole interest was tobacco
- began training to become an Americ .n Tobacco Commqy byver several years

ago . He spent eo .~e four yeers hcndling the lec:f end 1e:rning to recognize
the r<.rious grades and cualities . Fina1]y, he beceme officially an f.meric rn
Tobacco Comuany buyer - something nhich, of course, plecsed him no and.

I mention this just to show you ho'r: tobacco men in general resuect the
skill end Judgment of timeric+:n Tobceco buyers . They can spot the milder,
better tasting tobaccos end never make a mistake, tnd they ere alwzys ready
to pry the price to get the tobacco they rremt .

If I were asked to describe LNC®[ STRIKE tobacco, I'd ary that it's good even
bodied tobacco - an the thin side - tobe.cco with enough waxey juices to czrry
the aroma and fle .vor so desirable in c cigarette - and above all, tobacco
nith c very good smoking grein . Non if that sounds a bi", compliceted
to eztyone else but a tobacco mcn, let me ery more simal.v that it's just
good, mild, fre:gr::nt tobacco that has the lcind of taste a smoker exnts .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



SAMES llAYNdAD TALLFS

S1_'ATFJQ27T - JANUdRY 13, 1942 (Cont'd .)

9lv wife smoked another brand of cigarettes be£ore I married her, iut in
t'r,o past six years since we've been snrried, she has smoked LUCKIES end
likes them better than aqy other brand she had tried . Her twv brothers,
who had never seen a tobacco euction in their lives, cnme with me to
several markets, and after seeing tobacco really sold just as they had
heari it sald on LUCKY STRIKE radio programs, and seeing that LUCKY
STRIKE does pay the price to get the finer leaf, they, too, changed
from their former brand to LUCKIEH . Incidentally, I might say that
those toLacco auction scenes on LUCKY STRIKE radio programs aeem at-
soluta]y real to qqself and ail the other tobacco man I've mentioned
them to .

Accoruing to sy experience, buying the finest tobacco is absolute ly
necessary tomeke a fine cigarette . But handling the tobacco properly
is also important . I once went through a LUCKY STRIKE plant and saw
the toasting procoss in opernticn. I was amazed at what this process
accomplishes, and I certainly saw wFy LUCKIES are always so easy on ad
throat .

All these reasons I 've mentioned for smoking LUCKIFS add up to my recipe

for a darn good smoke .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



GARLAND FLETCHER TILLEY OCCUPATION : Independent Buyer
Washington Duke Hotel
Durham, N. C. NO. OF YEARS IN OCCUPATION: 21 Years

NO. OF YEARS A LUCKY STRIKE SMOKER : 13 Yrs .

NICKNNuE : "Cocky"

STATEIEENT- JANUARY 19, 1942

I can say that I vss practically born into the tobacco business . y(v
father worked a tobacco farm for many years, and until I was 18 years
old, I helped him with the cultivation, the curing, and the grading
of the tobacco crop . Then, I worked in a warehouse for two years,
and for two more years I was a warehouse operator . At this job, I
worked as a floor man, and started the bids on a great many baskets
of tobacco. I had an opportunity to see the kind of tobacco that
brought the highest price and the buyers who bought it .

I figure I know tobacco, because I earn my living by knowing tobacco .
I have been an independent buyer now for 21 years . I buy tobacco
and then, by regrading and repacking it, pulling out the black leaves,
and cleaning up the pile, I try to resell the tobacco at a higher
price . Now, you can see that a mistake in judgment would mean a
loss of money to me . One very important thing that I have to know,
is the kind of tobacco that the buyers usually go after, because I
try to regrade tho tobacco I buy to suit their tastes . And I have
found that the only kind of tobacco the LUCKY STRIKE buyer is interest-
ed in is tobacco that is real thin, ripe, lighter bodied and milder-
the kind that makes a better tasting smoke . And 1et me say that the
LUCKY STRIKE buyer will not pick up a basket of tobacco at any price,
unless it meeta his standards .

In my long care~r as an independent buyer, I reckon IPve purchased well
over 5,000,000 pounds of tobacco . Now remember that an independent
buyer has to be able to judge tobacco more closely than anyone in the
business, because his margin of profit is very small, and even the slight-
est mistake in judgment means a loss in hard cash . I have bought tobacco
in Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina and Tennessee, and in my 21
years as an indepondent buyer, I have had friendly relations with the
buyers of all the leading cigarette companies . I see the kind of
tobacco they buy and the price they pay, and my observations over this
period of years have led me to prefer LUCKIES, because with my arm eyes
I have seen the LUCKY STRIKE buyers- year-in and year-out - go after
the finest tobacco that wes being auctioned and bid up and up in order
to get it . So I go by what I see, when it comes to buying a cigarette
for my own enjoyment, and for 13 years now, I have been smoking LUCNIES .
Other tobacco men like myself - auctionoors, warehousemen and buyers- also
see what goes on at the auctions and eo, it does not surprise me that
the great majority of them also smoke LUCKIES . .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



GARIAND FLETCHER TILLEY

RTITBImRT- JANUARY 19, 1942 (Cont'd.)

In my 30 years of direct coataot with tobacco growing and tobacco

buying, I have seen e great change take place in the public taste .

Some years ago, the tobacco that was sold was hoavier bodied, darkor
in color and much stronger in taste . That ' s beaause at that tir.ro,
farmere used to aut and oure the whole plant at one time . Today,
however, smokers want a lightor, milder emoke and that meone that
tobacco has to bolightor, thinner, and naturally milder. This ie
the kind of tobacco that The Nmrican Tobacco Company has boon buy-
ing for man,y years, and farmers knew that this thinner, lighter leaf
brings the best price . So many of them are now using new mothode
of fertillsatioa whioh help to give the leaf the right grain and
texture ; they are pulling the leaves as maqy ss nine timee and our-
Sng them after eaeh pulling . And whenever a basket of this ripe,

milder, finer tobacco coobe up at an auction, you can be eure that the
LQCKY STRIKE buyers will be interest.ed. In all W years as an in-
depondent buyer, I have noticed that LUCBY STRIHS etandnrde have not
changed. Today, just as years ago, they are interested in getting
the finer .tobacoo that makas a milder, better tasting smoko .

Lot me ndd that in sq business, I have to be impartial and independent .
I have to got along with buyers from every oigaretto company everywhere
I go, But whon it comes to chooeing a cigarette for Wsolf, I, natural-
ly, turn to a cigarette I know ie made of ripe, fine tobacco, nnd as I
have said, for the last 13 years that cigarette has boon UJCIIY STRIHE,

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



JOSEPH CHESTER TURNER OCCUPaTION : 1sarehouse Manager

611 Main Street
Shclbyville, Kentucky NO . OF Yv1RS IN OCCUPATION : 38 Yenrs

NO . OF Y&SRS .~. LUC:(Y STRII:E SMOKER: 13 Years

NICKN.tidE : Ches

ST.iTE :.o;NT - FEBRUARY ly, 1942

Every man wants the best he cnn got for his money. That's why, when it cones
to buying my own cigarettes, I pick Luekios . I know that I can Get more value
in terra of smoking enjoyment out of c package of Luckies that I'd gct out of
any othcr brand . Let me explain just why I say this .

I hnve been with tobo.ece long enough to know :a really fine leaf when I see it .
S(Y experisnce in the tobacco business goes back 38 years, ds a member of en
old tobacco farily it was the most natural thing in the world for mc : to
fallo'+r my fnthur's footsteps in thx tobacco bueiness . I have becn os. ope:rn-
tar in warehouses in and around Louisrillc for 30 years, and for thc past
9 years I hcvc been Sales 1lrnagcr of the Big Shelby Tobacco 'iderehouse in
Shelbyville, Kentucky . :Ioreover, I own and operate a tobacco farm - and grow
a pretty fine crop, even if I say so myself .

These, then, are what you might call vy credentials as a tobacco uuthority .
:1 sales mrr.aeer in ra tobacco wc.rehouss has to be nn exceptionally good judge

of tobacco quality . He must ba able to discuss the different types and grades
of tobacco intelligently with the farmers :md the vnrieus buyers . Furthernore,
on ooeasion, he will change the starting bid when he recognizes that bid to
bc iDacenrate . So his position, as r, tobacco vetcran, is a pretty responsible
one .

Now, I started to smoke Luckies 13 years ueo. I've been smoking then regu-
larly ever since because, year after year, I've scen finerican Eet thc finest
tobacco in the house . It has been ny experience that LUCKY STRIKE buys nore
of thc choice tobacco than any other cigarette firm in the business . For a
long tine now, I have been right on the spot to soe the kind of tobacco
bought by the different cigarette conpanics e.nd the prices paid . Se I know
whereof I speak . :.nd apparently I'n not the only one who is aware of the
LUCKY STRIKE standard of quality .

In Shelby County, where I live, I`ve noticed that more than three tines as
many people srtoke Luckies than cny othor brnnd. The reason for this is not
hard to find. These people live in t he tobacco country ; muty of them are
tobacco growers, auction ,ers or independent buyers ; and all of them knew
something of tobacco in one way or another, so you can be sure that the
faet that LUCKY STRIKE buys the finest Burley tobacco sold doesn't esenpe
the attention of these people . They, too, wont the best they can get for
their money and since the finer, naturally milder tobacco is bought for
Luckies, the snoker gets the best for his money when he buys Luckies .

Tobacco men know that top grade cigarette tobacco is thinner leaf - of just
the right texture - color and ripeness . This kind of tobacco burns frce,

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



JOSEPH CHESTER TURNER

STdTE:3EIdT - FEBHUIRL la ., 1912 (Cont'd .)

smokes smoother, has real flavor aud tastes 'swect as c nut' . t7hen you Eet
tobacco like this in a cigarette, you are getting the best for your money .

dnd it's just this ripe, mellow, thinner leaf that goes into Luckies . I know
this is so be:cnuse I see the LUCKY STRIKE buyers pay the price to F,ct this
finer tabacco every eeason . That's why for 13 years now I'vc boen smoking
Luckios - e.nd I know that in cll this time I've boen gutting more smoking

enjc}nent for rry noney .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



FLETCHEk eeaTiE6vS VAI.ENTINF. OCCUPi:TION : Independent BaYer
1118 W . Nash Street
A ilson , North Carolina NO. OF SEe&S IN OCCUPkTION : 14 Years

NO. OF YEAHS i : IIICKY ST+SKE SNOKEh :25 Yrs

NICKNFl,NE : Vally

STaTEA7INT- danunay 28, 1942

➢ihen you talk of tobacco people - don't forget the Valentine fami4' :
We've been associated with the growing and selling of tobacco as far
back as my memory can stretch - yes, and even beyond that . W father
was a tobacco auctioneer for 40 Years - and a darn good one, if I sa y
so myself . M4 own tobacco experience takes me back almost to the cradle .
Ever since I can remember, ud interest was slways tobacco, and toda y
I find the business more fascinating than ever . At one time or amther,
I have held just about every job connacted with tne marketing of t,obccco .
For one season, I followed in W father's footsteps as a tobacco auctioneerg
then, I was a warehouseman for one season, before I finalL made up my mind
that the most profitable way for me to earn a living was as an independent
tobacco buyer .

Kell, sir, it's been 14 years since I've been buying tobacco on aE; own account .
I figure that I average somewhere around 550,000 pounds of tobacco a year -
which means that in 14 years, Itve bought pretty close to 8,000,OC0 pound s
of tcbacco . This tobacco ranged in price from about 14E to 381 on an average .
This will give you sume idea of the vide vsriati :n in quality of tobacco
thnt-comes up for sale . That's what makes the tobacco buainuss interoating7
and that's ~u'ey i had rather byy tebacco as an independent than work at a:W
other occupation . An independent bqver works cn a very small margin of
profit - every penqy counts, because in bi{ving hundreds of pounds of to-
bacco, pennies +uld up to dollars. So you used a pretty keen eye and a
pretty keen sense oi' tobacco value, if you expect to mske a living as an
independent bqyer . and I've been making a good living at it for th e
lnst 14 yQars . That, in itself, should indicate the soundnest of iW judg-
ment in btqing tobaccc .

Now being cn the warehouse floor, season after 5eason, competing with all
thm buyers of the various cigarettc companies, I see the kind of tobacco
bought by the different bt yers, and the price they pay for it . I have to
watch price pretty close, because aw own profit depends on estimating how

much a basket of tobaaco wi ll bring after I have carefully regraded it .
I think, therefore, that as an eye witneus , I can speak with some authority
on the quality of the tobacco bought every season at the auctions and on
the prices paid for it. And I can truthfully say that in the 14 years
^uring which I have been active as an inrlopenlent, I have seen LUCISY STRIKE

t~ the finest part of the tobacm dfered for sale - and, naturally, tobacco

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



FLETCHER MATHEPoS VALENTINE

STATEmENT-Si,NU .:F1' 28, 1942 tCont- d .)

of this sort brings the price . Talking about ?rice, let me add tlm .t in
all vp• experience as nn independent buyer. I have never seen LUCKY ST31KrF
quibble about price, when it came to a basket of tobacco that wes tope
in quality . Yes, quality comea first for the LUCKY STRIKE biWera - anl
by- quality, I mean tobacco that is really ripe, bright, graiqy and sweat -
the kind that gives more smoking enjoyment in a cigarette . Inciden-~lly,
some of the finest pilae of tobacco I have regraded - tobacco of which
I was really proud - were resold by me to The American Tobacco Compary,
and at a mighty good price .

Now I would like to emphasize the fact that I'm an independent tob ;.cc~
btryer. I'm not connected with aqv cigarette compaqy . So, when I speak
about LUCKIFS . I'm telling you what I know from W own perso:ml observa-
ti,ms . And what I know is simply this : LUCKY STRIKE buys s::.me mighty
fine tobacco - and bw.y it regardless of price . As a tobacco man, I know
v6iat this finer tobacco means in a cigerette . I knew that it will give
me, as a smoker, more mildness, better taste and greater all-around emoking
enjoyment . I guess every man acts on what he knows . And I act on what
I know about finer tobacco, when I choose LUCKIES for ud own personal
cigarette . I've been smoking LUCKIES now for 25 years - and I smoke
over three packs a deg . In uw opinion, as a man who knows tobacco, you
can't get a finer cigarette ax{vwhere at a2y price . The choice tobacco
that goes into LUCKIES gives the smoker everything he wants in a cigarette .
Yes, the tobacco in LUCKY STRIKE speaks for itself - aed I think ttat's wVxs
the great majority of tobacco men I see at the auctions all over the south
smoke LUCKIES .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



JAML6' :i ALFRED WALKER OCCUPkTION : Independent Bqver
823 Third Street

Durham, North Carolina NO . OF YSARS IN OCCUPATION : 23 Years

NO . OF YBARS a LUCKY STRIKE SEdOKisP. : 13 Yrs .

NICKNAME : Alfred

STATEMENT- January 13, 1942

Ny father was a btqer for The American Tobacco Compat y for muitv years an3
I inherited my love of tobacco from him. I remember many evenings he'd
come home and tell us, "Well, I cre amed that market again today." So
even while I was still going to school, I had a gTeat desire to be working
with tobacco. I finally inviegled him to let me work after school, packing
tobacco for shipment to the Redxying Plants . 1 also raised sp own crop of
tobacco for several sensens, and when it cane to selecting my life work,

there wasn't arry doubt about it- I knew I was cut out for a tobacco byver .

6~v father gave me some excellent advice when I started out . , He said ,
"Son, if you're going to be successful in this businesa, you've got to
know tobacco from the ground up .'^ 4re11, I'd already learned something
about the "Ground up" side of tobacco by growing it qyself . And under
my father's tutoring, I learned a whole lot more about the different
grades of tobacco, how much they were worth, etc . Twenty-three years ago ,

I started out on ,qv own as an independent tobacco b uyer, and I've bought
tobacco ever since, not working for LUCKY STRIKE or ertv other cigarette
compaxtv, but bqying strictly for my own account, then reselling and tr,/ing
to make a profit . I guess the closest to a rule I have followed in buy-
ing is to choose the kind of tobacco that a LUCKY STRIKE buver wauld go for .
I am frequently out bid by LUCKY STRIKE when I try to get this fine tobneco;
but the baskets I succeed in purchasing alwqys bring me a profit . You see,
in my experience, LUCKY STRIKE concentrutes on byving the second and third
pullings from the tobacco stalk - that is, the leaves just a little bit below
the middle of the stalk - not burnt out lake the bottom leaves - not bitter
like the ve ry top leaves - but really ideal for smoking .

Well, knowing that this is the kind of tobacco LUCKY STRIKE byvs and knowin,
that tobacco like this gives the most enjoyable smoke, I naturally picked
LUCKIES for my own cigarette . I've smoked them for the past 13 years, be-
cause at market after market, I've seen them pay the price to get the finer,
milder, better tasting tobacco.

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



JAMES ALFRED weJ.KF,a -z-

STATF:ASENT- January i3, 1942 (Cont'd .)

I buy tobaceo each season at markets in Georgia, South Carolina and Uorta
Carolinn, nnd at all these markets, I've noticed the greater mc.jurity of
independent tobacco byyers, Auctioneers, ani 4Yarehousemen smoking LUCKIES .
In fact, I would say that 3/4's of the independent tobacco men I know
smoke LUCKIES . The reason is plain. We know, better than aqyone, £nat
good tobacco is what makes the cigarette pleasing . One of tne surest
tests I know for good tobacco - md one that is sometimes used by t~Lacco
exports - is to strike a match to a leaf of tobacco and see how it burns .
You can tell Just how it is going to smoke in a cigarette by watehing it
burn. The tobacco LUCKY STRIKE buys burns quick and clean . Yet, I lveve
seen tobacco sold to competing bp ers that's so heavy, it almost refuses
to burn when you strike a match to it .

So there you have the reason - from the "Ground up" :is it were - wY~,
LUCKIES have been q cigarette for the past 13 years .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



PORTER GRAY `SALI., SR .
Pilot i9ountain
North Carolina

OCCUPATION : Independent Buyer

NO . OF YEARS IN OCCUPATION : 25 Years

NO . OF YEARS A LUCKY STRIKE S1DREi: 10 Yeers

NICKNAAB.' : "P . G ."

SThTEIAENT - JANUARY 21:, 1942

;.s far back as I can remember, tobacco has been in my family and has been my
very real interest . In the first place, I am tobacco born and bred . I have
raised tobacco as my father and grandfather did before ne . As a matter of
fact, recently I came across an old mortgage dnted in the 1870's, vrhere my
grandfather had put up some of his mules and farm equipnent in order to
borrow money for tobacco fertilizer . The first tobacco I ever rnised turned
out to be a good crop . I made up my mind to carry it into the fair at
Ainston-Salem. !s I wos grading -.d tobacco, my father gave me ttis very
sound advice which I use even today in my work as an independent buyer,and
that was, "New son, you've got good tobacco, but be sure to grade it out
carefully and keep all the finest tobacco together, and don't let any of
that mcan tobacco stay in with it ." I did just this and at the fair, I won
a blue ribbon . YPhun this tobacco was sold, it broughta very fancy prico,
r.nd so fron that tine on, I found it paid to make it ay business to learn
about the quality tobacco . To conplete my tobacco education, I later left
the farm nnd did just about all types of work about a tobacco warehouse .
After I f<lt my tobacco education was under v:ay, I began speculating - that
is, buying tobacco ea my own account . It's 25 years now that I have made a
living as an independent tobacco buyer .

I've heard folks say tobacco buying is an art . And I guess it really is,
bceause rqr judgment of tobacco is uy bre~d and butter . at auctions, I
huvee to make up my nind in a split second just how nuch. to bid on a certain
lot of tobacco . A ponny mistake per pound of tobicco would cost ne dollars .
Bccause I still an in the tobacco business shows that I imow tobacco values
and ocn recognize the milder, bettcr-tasting loaf at ra glnnco .

I have bought tobacco in a good nany of the markets all over North Carolina .
So I know just what happens at those nnrkcts . And at evcry onc, I have seen
buyers for LUCKY STRIKE go after the thin, silky, grainy tobacco that is ripe
and thoroughly mellow . And, let me tcll you they really have to pay the top
pricc to get this fine tobacco, This I've seen then consistently do year
after year . I an so aware of the fact that LUCKIES will bid up andvp to
get this bctter-tasting and milder tobacco, because I am conpeting with their
buyers . As we step up to a pilo of tobacco that looks like that first to-

bacco I grow, r.nd got a blee ribbon ec it, I know that I an going to get
stiff competition from the LUCKY ST3IAE buyers, because it's usually leaf
with thc mast color, the best grain, the light body, that :unkes for a good
snokc: . I do find many bcskets that have this high grade, silky texture to-
baceo, but it is mixed and has sono sorry tobacco in with it. These baskets
I buy and, after the day'e sale is over, I rcwork thcm . Now, here's whore
I make use of that excellent advice that my father gave me about grading
tobacco loaf. After I have picked out o.ll of thz coarser, heavier type lea.f
end clecned up the basket, I know that it is in ardcr to be considered by a
LUCKY STRIKE buycr on the next day's sclc. Norr, this tabaocu is unifarm,

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



PORTER GRAY R'ALL

STLTEMENT - JANUA RY 2h , 1942 (Cent' d . )

ripc, a beautilul lorion color, soft and silky to touch, grainy and swcct with
aroma, and it will bring the top price .

Yes, good tobacco nakes a good smoke and the better it is, the norc enjoynent
you get, I think smokers would be interested to know, rrhy I smoke LUCKIES .
As you well knov:, I .̂n an independent tobncco buyer, whichh means that I have
no business connection with any tobacco company. I have smoked LUCKIES new
for 10 years, because I have seen then pny whatever price it took to gct the
thinner, light typo of tobacco that is naturally sweet and r,ild . This kind
of tooacco is easier on the throat and smokes oaolor . These aro the quali-
ties everyone wants in a cigarette . i4hcn I step up to a cigarettc counter
to buy a package of cigarettes, Ws a nighty s :m.ll investmcat, but in making
that invcstment, I cannot forget to apply the knowledge of tobacco I've gained
throughout 25 years . I pick LUCKIES, and have for the past 10 years now, on
a cold, i^ipartinl business basis . It's a fact, because I have seen then -
that The American Tobacco Campany consistently, at auction zfter r.uction,
buys this better grain, brighter colored and lighter bodied 1caf . i.nd, lot
me tell you they certainly pay the price to get it . I expect that's why
so many warehousonen, auctioneers rnd independent bqycrs snoke LUCKIES -
simply because they see the leaf that gocs in t hen and eStcr ell, "the nroof
is in the puddin' ." So, too, they can actually taste the raildness nnd smooth-
nese which comes from fine tobacco .

I have also seen the LUCKY STRIKE "Toasting" process, and I an sure that it
does a great deal toward renoving certain harsh irritants and impurities that
a.re found in r.ny tobncce . It is true that in a cigarette, it's the tobacco
that counts j but here I nnve the assurance, after this tobacco has been through
the "Toasting" process, that it will make a light s",oke and will never bother

my throat . That all adds up to why I havcc smoked, and thoroughly enjoycd,
LUCKY STRIKE cigarettes for the past 10 years .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



GEORGE ALFRED PESTER OCCUPATION : Warehouseman

1000 Arnette Afenue (Also for 30 yesre an independent buyer)
Durham, N . C .

NO . OF YEARS IN OCCUPATION : 15 Years

NO . OF YEARS A LUCKY STRIKE SN,O:{ER: 25 Yearc

NICKNAME : "Alf"

STATEdENT - JAN[U.RY 13, 19(y2

igy grandfather, George Webster - one of the first men to plant tobacco in Stokes
~Ccunty,-North Carlina - .might .have.been another Luy.vr Reynolds had he not

V~died'premri£uiely, for like the Reynolds and the Dukes, he manufactured tobacco
4- as well as raised it .. The building he used is still a landmark near i]urham .

My father was also an all-round tobacco man . He raised it on his farm and also
speculated at nearby markets . In 1911 and 19121iq~father took me in hand and
taught me how to buy tobacco end make a profit at it . I learned to distinguish
between the different gradea of leaf . I learned how to tell the milder, better
tasting tobacco from the ordinary type of leaf . In fact, I got a first rate
tobacco education from my father during those first two years I spent at the
markets . Since that time I have bought tobacco as an independent at auctions
in Georgia, Virginia, and the Carolinas, Kentucky and Tennessee . Yes, I have
been around .. I have seen what they all buy at markets all over the south .

But my real business - though I have bought tobacco for thirty long years -
is operating warehouses . I have been a warehousemen in four different towns,
at Loris, South Carolina, Kingstree, South Carolina, . Durham,. North Carolina,
and Rogersvtlle, Tennessee . In the fifteen years as warehousoman, the wnre-
houees I have operated have sold thirty-two million pounds of tobacco . Now,
part of the job of a warehouseman is to keep both the farmers who sell to-
bacco and the cigarette companies who buy it happy and contented .- So it has
been a business necessity for me to cultivato absolute fairness and impartial-
ity toward all comers . And I pride myself on having a good record in this
respect .

In the warehouses I operate there is always plenty of competition for the
milder, better tasting tobaaco . . Nuturnlly, I like to see good brisk bidding,
because the higher tho tobacco in my warehouse sells for, the better my
profits . Now here is one thing I notice about Lucky Strike buyers . In that
competition for the finer, lighter, milder tobaccos they keep bidding till
they get what they want . . Ycs, at every market where I have been present,
LuclSy Strike has always been ready and willing to pay the price to get good
thin tobacco .- the kind that is best for cigarettes . You see thin tobacco is
light - it smokes light . The heavier leaf is stronger and mny be bitter . A
man who knows tobacco can look at a leaf and tell you right off, ."This will
smoke mild and sweet . It will have a real good taste when it is made into a
cigarettel"

Yes, we tobacco men know that good tobacco makcs a good smoke .And Luckies
surely do buy good tobacco, so Luckies surely do give a good smoke . . I know
because I have snoked them Wself since 1917 - that is twenty-five years ncw .

Another thing worth mentioning, because I think it is important to most smokers,
is that the lighter varieties of tobacco make for a smoke that's easier on the

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



GEORGE ALFRED WEBSTER

STATEIdEtPf - JANUARY 13, 1942 (Cont'd.)

threat - which is certainly true of Luckies .

All of these things I have pointed out should show why I smoke Luckies and I
imagine they arc the some roasons so many other independent tobacco men have
for smoking Luckies . You might eu11 Luckies "The tobacco man's cigarette ."
P¢:d since tobacco is so important in c cigarette that ought to be a recormen-
datien for cvcry smoker .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



WILLIAA'. D . WHITLEY OCCUPATIOFI : Auctionesr
Henderson, N. C .

PIO. OF YEARS IW 0COUPA'SIOA : 14 Years

NO . OF YEARS A LUCKY STRIKE SMOIIER : 9 Years

NICKHAIlIE : "Bill"

STATELIENT - JAiNARY 14, 1942

I think I hold the worldts speed,7ecord as a tobacco auctioneer. I once sold 1,030
baskets of tobacco in a single hour, and I have averaged as much as 710 sales an
hour all day long at an auction . To got real speed like that, Pve got to :2:m.v
tobacco - I've got to be able to recognize its grade and quality at a glance .

I think I do have a pretty complete knowlodg,of the leaf . My father was a tobacco
farmer, and I, ryyself, grew tobacco until 1928 . I planted it, transplanted it,
pulled the leaves, cured them, graded them - yes, I've got real down to earth ex-
perienee toback me up in my present job .

I decided I wanted to be a tobacco auctioneer very early in my life, ana I got a job
at a tobacco warehouse handling the leaf . Then one day our auctioneer at the ware-
house was taken ill right in the middle of the busy season . The v:arehauseman gave
me a chance to fill in . I want to sa,; that that first day I acted as ructionaer was
pretty tough on me - and pretty tough on the buyers, too, I guess . Being a tobacco
auctioneer is hard work. Youtve got to keep your eyes on a dozen difforent buyers
at one time . Youlve got to catch o very bid they make, and cry it out . You've got
to know the exact instant to olose the sale, too .

Well, I was awfully green at it thnt first day, but the e.arehouseman keptme on and
so I r ve becn auctioneering ever sincc - ttwt f s 14 years now. I 9ve sold tobacco at
14 different markets in Georgia, the Carolinas, Tennessoe and Kentucky . I figure
my total sales have becn vcll over 200,000,000 pounds of the loaf. In fact, I once
sold ?0,000,000 pounds of tobacco in a single year . And at market after narkat,
I 'veseen LUCKY STRIKE pay the price to get the finer, lighter, milder loaf - the
ripey mellow tobacco that has the character and grain and good aroma that gives you
a fine smoke .

Let mc: toll you one thiug that a tobacco auctioneer like roc does after hours around
the cmrehouce . I froquently help them copy the bills . That is, we go through the
books and check each sale made to different buyers - add up the prices at which the
sales sror -- nmde and the amounts of tobacco sold, and make a complete bill . As I I vo
done this for saia to The Ivnericrn Tob:~cco Company, among others, I l ve had a k:_nc .=
to s ..e right there in black and vhitc that The American :obecce Compam , consiat=t1.7
pays wcll above the avarage market price to gut the fir.er tobacco for LUCt :I :S . ~Of
course, as an auctioneer, chanting the bids, I know that, any.+my. iho good smoking
tobacco alaa ya brings kaen competition from the buyers and timc and c,¢.,in, I'vc se,
the LUCKY S'SRIKE buyur bid up nnd up I til the basket is "Sold Hmi:riccn."

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



ITILLIAd4 n . Pi7IITLEY

STATeMMTT - atamr.r,Y 14, 1942 (cont'd .)

All this should explain why LUCKI .'S have beon my cigarette for the past nine years .
You sec, no cigarotte is bottar than thc tobecco t?mt's boueht for it . Tho thin,
silky, grainy tobacco LUCKY STflIKE buys is oasior burning than thc hcavy loaf . It's
got morc mildness, battor aroma, and bocauso it's thorougb ly r ipa, it's also thor-
oughly mo11 T,> e_yd, naturally, casy on your throat, That just goes to show how im-
portant it is to pick a cigarettc made of finer tobacco .

Kow herc's cnoth ::r thing about LUCKY STHIKES As a tobacco man, I Imorv that sun-
shine and h ;.-t cause ripeness and, as I understand it, that's how "Toastin ,7 " works .

?hvt process of UJCKIES, which I've nover seen, but have hoard so cwch about from
other tobacco men, suroly should make LUC%I3S easicr on thc throat . And I'vo cer-
tainly found them that way . Even after chanting tobacco s .alos at top speed during r.
7-hour day, I find thc.t :.UCY.ICS nover bothor n1y throat c.t all. In fcct, I'm usually
puffing.on a LUCKY n.ll the time L'm doing the actual sollin g .

I think evarything I've said helps oxplcun why I'vo smoked LL'CSIIuS for nine yo;rs,
r,lthough I'm not connocted i:dth LUCICY ST3IKE in any reay . I doel mith e11 cigcrette
companios on a fair and impartial basis, and th=.t's true of the many other indopend-

ant tobacco men I see smokine LUCKI S . These auctioneers, buyers and o arehousonon,
a.to knom tabzeco back:.M.rds and forrmrds, just naturally pick the cigarette they knov.-
is :a2dc of finsr tobacco . And that moans LUCKIZS for the vast majority of us.

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



BRYAN YYILLIAILS OCCUPATIOiII Auctionecr
1915 S. Main Street
Paris, Kentucky NO. OF YEARS IN OCCUPATION; 16 Years

N0 . OF Y ::ARS A LUCKY ST .RIISS SL:OKER : 12 Years

STATEMENT - FEBRU;.RY 3, 1942

I have bean in the tobacco business, in one rvoy or another, for about 43 ye?.rs -
and with evary season that pnssas I find the business more r.nd nor:- intorestin- . I
gre?: up in a tobacco family, and as a boy I helped m,y Father with the groe.dng of his
tobacco crop . Even to this day I am still working the samc farm m,v Pather workod
before me . This senson I grcw somc 32 acros of tobacco and sold 1y6 ;000 pounds r.
tF, suctions . 2o g ivo yon some idca of the quality of this tobacco, lct ma point
out that the averagu salling price for my crop was jOQ ca pound . Anyone ertm Imaws
tobacco will tell you tiat this price indicates a really f:ne tobacco crop .

W mnjor interest in the tobncco business :̀onever, has becn as an auctioneer. In
fnet, I enjoy auctioneering so much that for the last se,ral yearc new I have bc;.n
running my osvn school of auctionecring at the Farners Aarchouso in Paris, Kentucky .
As a practicing auctioneer Pvc boon s elling tabncco nor for the last 16 yenrs at
markota in Paris, Kentucky; Mullins, South Carolina; F:ock" TSount, North Carolin :. ;
Winston Salem, North C^.rolinu ; :.nd Longlaa, 3sorgia . I have sold on an avenage oi'
12 millioa pounds of tobacco a yecr, ,+:hich meaes thct all in all I have knocked out
close to 200 million pounus of tobacco .

So, it f s plain, I think, that my knorlodge of tobseco is the result of first-hand,

practical exp.,riance . I have s=id thisb3foro, and I dortt mind snying it again -
., tho auctions whoro Ihave bocnsalinr tebacco all t h so years, LUCKY STRIKE has bi<

what it cost toB;t some of the finest tobacco on the floor . I]mow this becauss I
have been right thare on the spot when the tobacco was sold F.meriean, And I have

seen this h^.ppen, not just now and then, but sc :.sorn after seacon, pretty regularly .
Finer, naturally milder tobceeo m:,kas a savetor, cooler b-ttar t.asting cigarette .

ihat f s why, for my own smoking enjoymant I choosa LUCKIES - and I've been smoking
LUCKIES no , for mre than 12 ycars .

The tobacco that goes into LUCKIES is the choice leaf that comes from the lower
third of the tobneco stalk. This tobacco is thinner in texture, brighter in color,
milder in te.ste . It is teba.cco that burns freely, ta.st ::s bettor and gives a smeka
with rsal flevor and aroma . Of course, finer tob .acco of this sort brings the price
but I have noticed that the LUCKY STRIKE buyers don't lct price stand inr their way
+ahen the tobacco is of 1-1' quality . This LUCKY ST[iI0 policy is mell :aioim in the

tobacco business . In fact, .^rhen I come upon a basket of tobacco thaL is top-gr,de
all thc ;:ray dmvn Ika, in advance that the LUCRY STRIKE buyers vrill bid the ba : i_ct
un and vo .

I had an interesting experiencc rzcently at a night club in Diddlotwn, Ohio . I iaa
asked to demonstrate the chant I use at the auetions . diter I wac finishod with th :
vocalizing, the people in th ., audience gathered around and bagnn to pop all sorts -

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144
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STATE.T:NT - FEBRUARY 3, 19112 (Cont'd .)

questions at me "Why do you smoko LUCKIES?" one lady r.sked, "Are LUCKIES really
kind to your throat?" another one asked . "Do LUCKIES really buy the best tobacco?"
So it went, the questions flying thick and fc.st . end this aas my reply to them : "I
smoke LUCKIES becauso they are made of the finest tobacco money can buy . Tobacco

of this sort is naturally milder and thoroforo easy on the throat . And, yas, LUen
STRIIS does buy semo of the fin.est tobncco on the mzrkot .".I hed no Nasitetion
about tellin~; the.^, this bocause I was merely reporting wh^t I Iv.eiv from m ;,y ovm por-
sosal observation .

Sometime ago a lady visitor came into the vmrchouse v .tsre I ams zuctionooring . Very
att~ntivzly she -~~m_tohedme so11 a pile of tobacco . It happened to be a br.sket of L-1
quality cirarette tobacco,and the eompetitien was pretty koen, After n number of
bids had becn made the USCFY STRIKE buyer flashed me the final bid ,rhich sold the
basket to :.moric;n . The moment I yelled : "9old Americanl^ the lady visitor slapped
me on the back and said : "Say, I've hecrd you before :" I think this incident i1-
lustrates the fcet that thc LUCKY ST3IKE standard of quality has beeome a byrmrd
vdth the renerc.l public . Let me sun up by sayin .; that a tobacco man alrsays judgos
a cigaretto by t hc kind of tobacco that gooc into it . In snoking LUC%II;S for more
than 12 years I havo appliod the same stcndcrd . Seeing the finer, naturally n :ilder
tobacco bought for LUC .:IES every season, I am cenvineed of the superiority of LUCKY
STRIlw cirarcttcs . That's why as I say, sry ev:m cigarett~ for the last 12 years has
been LUCY.IES . :.nd I might add that among the independent tobacco men I soo at the
auctions, I hcve noticzd the same general prefcrenco for LUCKIES .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



:.HDR..°G' GAHS01i i;RIGHT OCC11IPnTION: Independent ~uyer
Aornarsville, N. C.

NO. Cy YEARS IN CCCUPaPICN : 14 years

NO. OF Pr'.LRS A LUCKY STR IKE Sti0MEA ; 13 year^

NICYmm : . . . i.."

ST.:TNEENT - d'. :7li•.RY 22, 1942

Ycs, I snoko LIICP,P STRI .7, ei,, :.rettes - have been smokinp 'om for 13 yocrs norr,
-:hon yeustick to one ci ;nrette for such a long time, there is usually :f very rood
reason. I'd like to ta11 you why I've smoked LUCY,I3S - snoked then with a Srcc :t
dcal ~~f onjayment - for so sany y_ars .

Any tobacco nan will toll you that a cigarette is only ns p,ood as the tobacco that
goes into it . Tobr.cco n:on lmow that fine quality tobacco gives you a culdor,
sweeter, better-tastin~ snake . Naturally, they um .> i.hat they Imow r:bout tob..cco
rvhen it cm:es to selecting a cigarette for thcrosolvos, !.n easy way to judge the
quality of tob+ :.eeo that is bought by eigarette eonpanies et the uuetiens is to nete
the prices paid for the tobr .cco . Price is a pretty good index to quality, because
experi-ence shov.s that the bast quality tobacco brings the fanciest price . So let's
put it this vr_y; You c .n figure wt the e_uality of a oignretta if you knov the kin:
of tobacco that vns bought for it c .nd if you laow the price that was paid £or that
tobc:cw .

"+ithout pattinZ nysclf on the back, I balieca that I Imor. tobacco quality and tc-
bucco wlue . And after being on the vmrahauso floor for the last 14 yar:rs, at
auctions in GearNia, Ifontucky, North Carolina, Tennessee and Dicrylrnd, L've been
in : good position to seo mho boutiht the finor gr_das of tobacco and the price that

rra s paid for it . I can truthfully state th.t ic th .; 14 ym.rs I have beun in busi-
noss, I havd scon LUCIY STRII'.E buy the choiceet tobacco on the markat - the kind of
tobeOco that sells for the hiNhest price . I believo that ct tabceeo se.rkots every
yenr, LUCKY STRIIE pcys well above the avorage market prioe to get the finor,
li ,htar, r.iider leaf.

Porhaps I cught to tall you a little bit about my "tobacco h~ :ck.raund," in ardcr to

sh:m th. .̂t I snoak v.dth some authority . I b,pan to learn the :.BC of tobacco even
before I learned tha 3 R's in school . I nas born and reiscd on c , tobacco f arn, o.nd
fron ecrly childhood up, I' .~..s given a practical cducstiora by r.ry fathor in the grov:-
inC of tobacco . I rms only 11 yoars old, I ramenbcr, vrhen I cured ny first b>rn of
tobacco . 9dhen you [roy^ up on a tobacco faac as I did, you knov: alnost by seeon.d na-
ture wha t good tobscco is . After soc te yac.rs, I learned to te11 the quality of to-
bacco at a Sl:nco . Today, I buy on an avcra g a of 300,000 pounds of tobacco a yo ,zr -

znd during u fast sele I have t~ n.ke up my mind about the quality if the buskets
alm o st at a glance . Flhcn you can do that and still nike a living, I think you are
justifiod in co111nC yoursclf a"tobacco nar. .°

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



::NDZ~;~~ a'ateCL 1?RICHT

6T.'_UMM2T - JdNUdRY 22, 19Li2 (Contld .)

My job is to follevr the sales with the intention of buyini, tob .aeco that I can im-
prove thr.'ugh rahcndling . l.fter reUradinE and cleaning up s. bnsket of tobaecos I
put it up for sale a fein . I try to improvo every bs.sket of teb.acco I buy at least

on:: grade ; >thasriso, I can't make any m.rnoy . My margin of profit, you sec, is vory
sxmll . I handle an average of one-half million pounds of tobacco on about , two-
cent enrgin - and I still nake a good living at it . I think that provzs rr~, tobacco
judgmcnt . Somc af thc finest baskets of 6-1 quality tobacco that I resell 03 to The
Smerican Tobacco buyers . Thaee boys certainly have a sharp eya for quality - they
can pick ~ut ;: fine b ..ekot of tobacco almost befora they v..nik up to it - cnd ~rce
they ' vc seen crhet they eaont, the*,y don I t lot price stznd in thcirrny toaa it .

Somn tinas a tourist conus through one of the amrchouses in vehich I do rry buyin G .
Occasionally, they'll ask ne to point out to them whnt I co-eider to be fine quality
tobacco . I point out a basket in rhich the loaf is ripe, Srainy, fluffy in texture,

thinner in quality and of just the ri-ht color - the kind of tobacco that crokos
sweet as honev . And if sor. .e one rrero~to ask ne to describo the kind of tobacco that
LUCiY S.^RI.w buys, the easiest ^m.y to do it vrould be for me to point to the sone
pilel

Yes, in 1(1 yaars as an independent buyer, I've boon outbid mr.ny tis s by LUCI:Y"
SiRII E vrhen the liEhter, milder tobaccoscoma up for so.lo - those boys -.vill bid the
price up and up until the rest of us simply er.n't :ceop up with them . So I}mow fros:
my ocm eapcrioncet from what I sec with ny o:.m :yes evary aorson, that LUC[S STRIRE
Ects thc firor, thinner icaf - and pays s~.)^c niEhty [;e nd pricos for it . H72cn you
seo this happen time and abain - at twrket after m.rket - naturally, it has a tend.
enoy to rrork on you i-hen it comos to your ov.n srwkin6 enjoyment . It's hunvimture
for r- man to -o by what he sees and by Nnat ho klv aws. I soe LUCRY STRI :Gu' buy the
finest tobacco ahd I 1msv tT7-7-this high qnalit-y-=acco an ^, ciUarettc ;;ivcs a
Snoathor, coaler, nore e~nj~ ;yr.ble sruoke .

I think that should nnke clear why ray ovm ci ~ arotte for the last 13 years has been

LUC((IES, and rs. oonC tobacca rs:r I!m nrt the only one by a lon ;~ shotl They know, as
well as I do, that fine tobncco means a fine nmoke and tney sca, just as I do, that

LUCItY STRIIS, season after s eason, pays tha price to :' a the finer lor.f . So it's
only hurann nature for them to choose a ciga ra tte they I novr is nada of c ;stlier and
better-quality tobacco . That ' s why I Cucss at the n1rkets all ever the south I see
the great vajority of tobacco non smoking liSCGILS .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



GEORGE EIAPARO SMITH OCCUPATION; Warehouseman
P .O,Box 116
Reidsville, N .C. NO.OF YEARS IN OCCUPATION: 15 Years

NO . 0F YEARS A LUCKY STRIKE SEEOIIER: 13 Years

NICKNAME: Ed

STATE3IENT - January 16,19'J2

I knwv tobacco because I was practically born into the tobacco business . My
father was a tobacco grower, and as a boy I used to help him with the tobacco
crop .

Since I was 17 years old I have been working in tobacco warehouses in North and
South Carolina . That's where I got my real education in tobacco . I did practic-
ally everything any man could do around the warehouse . I "carried the book" -
I"earried the clip" - I paid off the sales - I marked tickets - I weighed
tobacco - I kept books - I acted as floor manager - I looked after the ware-
house's own leaf aeeount, and I even did a spell of auctioneering now and then .

And in 15 years I learned plenty . I can tell good tobacco by the wa,yy it looks
and by the way it feels . I know that tobacco that is ripe, grainy and lighter-
bodied brings a high price because that's the kind of tobaoco thnt makee a
milder, better-tnsting smoke . And nowadays, smokers want a cigarette that
has mild, mellow,sweet .tobacco in it . The farmers know this end so msny of
them are beginning to use the latest methode in fertilizing and cultivating
their tobscco . Just to show you how much of a change has taken place, let
me say that ton yonrs ago farmers used to prime their tobneco about four
times, but today most farmers prime their tobacco as many as nine times, and
this helps to make the leaf sweeter and milder,

Now, in the fifteen years during whieh I worked in tobacco warehouses, I had
a good opportunity - because I was right on the spot when the sales were made
- to notice that LUCKIES go after the finer, milder leaf and pay higher prices
to get it . I've seen this happon a thousand times, and so have many other

auctioneers, buyers and warehousomen, LUCKIES buy "top of the house," tobacco
of the best smoking quality, and they9ll bid up and up whenever a basket of
this kind of tobecco is being auctioned . Time and again I heve seen choice
baskets of ripe, grainy secoffi and third priming leaf - the kind that gives
you a milder smoke - knocl®d out to the American Tobacco Company buyers . One
thing I know is this - that if the tobaeco is not just right, the LUCKY STRIKE
buycrs will not touch it at any price,

So, when we tobacco men say that the finer leaf is in LUCKIES, we are just be-
lieving what our own eyes show us - and naturally, when it comes to buying a
cigarette for our own enjoyment we choose LUCKIES, and I have been smoking
LUCKIES naw for 13 ysars .

Let me add that I'm entirely independent of any cigarette company . I deal
with them all on t he same friendly and impartial basis . So, the fact that I
smoke LUCKIES is simply my own personal preforence, a preference that comes
from long years of seeing LUCKY STRIKE pay what it costs to get the finer,

ligfiter tobacco that means a milder, better-tasting smoke .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



W'.CON J,.SPLR MOYE ., _ OCCUPi:TION : Rarehc.usenan
823 Charles Street
Greeavilye, fl .P. . r Y l'- NO . OF Y&:RS IN OCCUP6TION : 21 Years

'/ ~~ N0 . OF YE ..R4 :. LUCKY STRIKE SYOKER : 11 YearsJ

/a/ ~d"NIC%N:JdEe Jack

STdT5NMNT - January 14, 1942

One thinr_ wc do in a tcbaccc war~hcuse every sin .R}e 2ay befnru c1:.sinr u .n f_r the
ni-ht is tc balancc the sdos for all buyers - cigaretto cempanies, of e_ursc,
inclst.eP. . So, if I eculd just she^x folks the warehruse be :ks, I wculd, be alzlo tc
print ut the avorarc price paid by The :.ncriccn T~bccco Company f%r tcbaccs £cr
svcry vy .1' cvurysc•ason r,urinr neny yecss . Lnd this avcrapc price p :. .ic'. b;,- The
Americ¢n Tobacco Oompatly wsuld be wall above tho avorare price for tibaeeo pc•id
in that warchcuse . I s :metines think that these black anB .•nhite firurec arc the
easiost way tc explain why IPve smokcd LUCKIES fcr 11 years ne}v .

But lot me -ive the rc ::scns in mcre ccte.il . I practically 'rew up with tSacco .
I was b:rn ;n a fe.rm~ :•ndA I_ still raise t:bacc :.~ evory yocr .Ty~ c1Ler brther
ran a t baeco warehuuso in Groen•rille, Il" :rth Care4ina, a P. I stc.rted in very ;;crly
tc help arcunfi the waroh_use . For ths past 21 years, I have boen ea waroh~useman
in my own rirht, At first I hcndled the lenf account for the wareh:usc, This
requires a k ::cn kncaledCe 'f tebacco values :•.ri rraCes, in ^rder t:buy :.n :: re-
sc11 teSacce and muke a urefit . Then, in 1927, I started remninr the snles . This
moans that I walk alon- the rrws of tcbacco just in front rf the auetic.necr . I
r,.ust apon the bi%Lin- on occh hr.skct of b_baccc that's s :.1d, E1y initiel price is
usually a few dcllars under the price ct which I fi :^uro the basket will tc finally
s-1d . If I nr•ka n nrice toc 1c•.v, tho bids beczne v<:ry nur.erous as tho price -cs
up nd up, anc', the actual sale is slcwed c'..cwn, wastin^ tine, If I make the bi'
te :~ hi°h, md no cne will take tho tcbaece at that pricc, it cften is incurSent
upon ne as the wcrch,usemen t ..~ buy the tr.'mecr n:yself, then resell it L ter •-id
take a lcss _m the wh'.1e trunsuctis~n . This sh.•ms why it is very inp,rtcnt fcr me
t^ kn•.m just h<w much t :baeeet is's-rth - in :ther wcrd5, I've .rk t. ''.)e en :i-1
ju..-e of the lecf to n :.ke a success in m'•y business .

No'n, us s wurchouscasn, it's part cf ay joS t :_ kn.w just whet ^raP.es of tobacco
the differont circrctto cennanies ancl cther buyers are purahasis, I 41so nood
to knvw just h:w much they have been payin^ for the c:iffcr nt -rafles, F-r all
this enters intthe price )f the opcnin- bic I nricer. Se porheps ec ono kncws
bcttcr than c wurchcuso operator like mysulf just who buys wkat tol:acco at the
.:ucti .~ns ar:d the prices paid. .

&ox' The Lmoriean Tobacco Ccnpany, in buyin^ tobaeec for LUCKY STRIYES, -ats what
it wc.nts, re±artless cf nricc . Time .mP. avain Icve soon the LUCKY STRIIT biyar
`aid np anc', up cn a basket ef chcico leaf 'ti1 finally it is "S^lfl :mericcn ."
The wcruhruses I've operatec cre in the Bri^ht Belt in N:rth C„rslina cne Geer-ia .

But I think that wareh .:usamen nll cver the seuth havc .aecrved the srr•c thin^

.'.-:ut LUCKY SJTRIit3's t,baec. M~yinp meth~:3s . dt lec.st, tobacen exports I have

met frcn all cver the seuth - n :t only wareh,usemen, but independent '.:uycre =L

csctionecrs - sucko LUCKIES by n bi,q msjority . Like nyself, these experts rrc

not co^nected with any ci-arotto eempan/' . They cre perfectly imparticl and they

iust juP.^e Sy what they see at auction sftct auctie.n. ::nd so, they snake LUCKIES .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



N".CON d..SPIR idOYE

(ccnt't..)ST,tTEMENT - J :.nu.ry 14,1942

or ;m-ass in :.peruti:n . I'r. Crnvinoe~, this process nakes LIICKIES' fine tabacec .s
evon kinder to the throat than nature has already ncAe thom~ S-, th ::re r.re n•;
cpini:ns about snekin^ - the opinions cf ru man whc's started th ., biitic, -n
var 100,000,000 eounes of t.bacco, who's seun what all tkm ci-arette c-r .- cnics
uy, ::nd vnc, kncws that whon you ask f::r LUCEY STRIKE et ca cirarcttc ccunter,

you r-ct fino t0ba0co,

ts f tcurists 4on all :ver the country - and I've seen the "Tr ::,stir.-"

Maybe we tobaac :mon kncw Settor than most smckars hcw imprrt :.nt recd tcbacco is
in -ottinU real smckin ; enjoymont . Tio kmw that thc 1i-ht, Setter burninv, swoctor
t-baecc that LUCIf STRII:E buys ~tives a milfler ane', bettur tastin- sneke .That's
the bir rccsan .̀-ehin@ our preference for LUCKIiS, but the "Tcastin7" prcess
is imprrt,nt,, tc : . I, cyself, have t.een thrcu^h nLUCKY STRIKE fact?ry - 1iPc

U

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



HARRY R.KING OCCUPATION: Independent Buyer
1204 North Gregson Street
Durham,N.C, NO.OF YEARS IN OCCUPATIOii: 17 Yeers

NO .OF YEFRS A LUCKY STRIKE SMOKER : 14 Years

NICKN/fLIE : Harry

STATEIdENT - JANU.iRY 13, 19i2

Some folks say tobacco buying is sn art . And I guess it is, looking at
it from one standpoint, because you've got to be a real virtuoso when it
comes to judging the various grades of tobacco . But I always looked uocn
my work as a real business and I pride myself at being very careful how I
keep books on my operations . I have been an Independent Tobacco Buyer,
buying for my o+m accouht, during the past seventeen yearrs, I have bought
well over 5,000,000 pounds of tobacco end invested some $800,000 .00 in the
lesf -- and every penny of it my own .

Well, anyone who's ever done any investing knows that you have got' .to be
on your investment to make a profit . Now,I figure that over the years,
I'vo averaged a profit of $2 .00 per hundred pounds on the tobacco I've
bought and resold . I think that shows I know tobacco pretty well . Be-
ceuse, you know v.+nen you're buying tobacco, you've got to make up your
mind about its quality and worth in a moro split second . Tobacco snies
at nuctions average 360 an hour--one every 10 seconds . I have beer. able
to invest that eight hundred thousand odd dollars in tobacco and mrke a
profit simply because I know tobacco values nnd enn recugnite the milder,
better tnsting losf at n glance .

Now the money I pay for a package of LUCKIES is a mighty small investment,
but in making that investmont I certainly don't forgot to apply the knowledge
of tcbacco values I"ve gninod in my 17 years as an Independent Buyer . I pick
LUCKIES bjcause, just on a cold, impartial business basis, I've soon thom
pay the price at msrket after market to got the finer, lighter tobneco --
the kind that gives you your money's wcrth in renl amoking cnjoyment .

I have bought tobacco in Gecrgin, the Ccaclinas, Pdsrylnnd, Kontucky,
Tennessee and Floridc . So I know what happens at markets all over the south .
And at every one of these msrkets I've seen LUCKY STRIKE Bbnl istently pay
what it costs to get the first rnte tobacco . Of ecmrse, better tobacco
makes a better cigarette . That's why LUCKIES have continuod ts plonsc mo
during the lly yeors I've smoked them . LUCKI'sS' finer tobacco pleases my

wife, tm -- she's smoked LUCKIES ever since she started smoking. And
judging from thc number of other Independent Buyers, 6uctioneers end Z ore-
housomen I see smoking LUCKIES -- that finer tobacco suits thrnc to a"T" elso .
That's why I think LUCKIES should paaso r..ost a:~ smoker,

I'd Sike to add that as an Independont Buyer . I am an independent operator
in all senses of the wr.rd . I a*n net crnnected with LUCKY STRIKE or any
other cignrette company, and what Ibe said -s nimply an honest reportir~ en
what Ibe seen at auction eftor nuction, i think it's a sufficient expl s-
ation of why LUCKIES have been my choice fcr 1.µ yeurs,

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



FURNEY SIMB60NS KING OCCUPATIONt Independent Buyer

432 Aylesford Place
Lexington, 1(yt N0. OF YEARS IN OCCUPATION : 32 Years

NOl OF YEARS A LUCKY STRIRE SMOKER : 15 Years

NICKNAME : -

STATEMENT - FEBRUARY 2, 15,2

To make a living, an independent tobacco buyer has only one thing he can rely on--
hia ewn judgment .

If his judynent lets him down too often, he simply can't stay in business . Each
mistake in judgment means a loss in dollars and cents out of his own pocket . Now
I have been buying tobacoo as an independent for the last 32 years -- end that in
itself should indicate that my tobacco judgment is pretty sound . Otherwise I
should not be here to tell the story today .

Here is how an independent tobacco buyer works . In a sense, he is a discoverer of
quality tobacco that has been overlooked in the excitement of the auction . On the
auction floor each basket of tobacco is supposed to be carefully graded so that all
the leaves are of the eume quality . But as it actually happens, sometimes these
leaves are widely different in quality . As a resultt the regular buyers hesitate
to bid. A few inferior leaves can thus spoil the sale of the basket that is for thc
mest part made up of really good tobacco . Now an independent buyer will see such
a basket& buy it, and then "rehandle" it . +fe will grade it accurately and maybe
split it up into two or three different baskets, each one uniform in grade .

I think this shows that en independent buyer must kmw the various grades and
types of tobacco, andd he must be able to anticipate the price that thesn baskets
will bring after they have been rehandled . .

During the auction the independent buyer has only a moment in rh ich to maka up his
mind as to whether or not he wants to bid on a particular basket . And sinco the

independent buy er is in competition with perhaps fifteen other buyers, it is obviou :
that he must be expert in his tobacco judgment in order to make a profit .

I mention all this to show that in speaking of tobacco, I speak with some authority .
I have been buying on an average of 300,000 pounds of tobacco each year in the
Bright districts of the Carolinas and Georgia and on the Burley market in Kontucky .
Altogether I have bought well over eight million pounds of tobacco : on my own
account .

Now moving along with all the other buyers on the markets, up and down the ware-
house floor, I see the kind of tobacco bought by the different cigarette companies
and I seo the prices they pay for it . One thing I have noticed in 32 years of in-
dependent buying, is that LUCKY STRIKE has kept to the same high standard of quali-
ty through the years . Indeed that standard has become so familiar to most tobacco
men, that I can spot in advance a basket of tobalco

.oa which the' LUEAY STRIKE buyer will bid. The basket I have in mind is one that contains tobacco that
is uniformly fine in quality, silky in texture and'milder in taste--the kind of
tobacco that gives the smoker a really grand cigarette . R'hen it eomes to suporior
tobacco of this kind LUCKY STRIKE buyers will bid the price up and up until they've
topped all competition ar.d the basket is "sold American ."

\

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



FURNSY SIL7CfONS KING

STATEMENT - FEHRUARY 2, .,Ny2(Cont'd, )

Let me illustrste from my own personal experience iust what I men by the
LUCKY STRIKE standard of quality . over a period of years I have cane to know
that standard so well that very often I will use it as & guide in regrading
the tobacco I buy . I'll take all the finer,,thinner, brighter leaves, sort
them together until I have a basket that is perfect from top to bottom, and
only then, when I've achieved this, will the American Tobacco buyer pitch in
and bid on the pile .

That's what I mean by the LUCKY STRIKE standard . And I guess other independ-
ent buyers like myself use the seme standard as a guide in building up bazkets
that are tops in quality .

In smoking for my own enjoyment I look for a cigarette that is milder in qual-
ity and better- in taste . That means that the cigarette must be made of really
fine tobaeco because only the ripe swoeter, lighter tobacco will produce these
qualities in e. cigarette . Now for many years I have seen the kind of tobacco
that is bought for LUCKIES, and I know that this tobacco is finer, lighter rmd
nattmally milder . Thst is why for the last fifteen years I have been smoking
LUCKIES exclusively . I have found them cooler, milder, and better tasting --
I don't think any smoker ean ask for more in a cigarette . What I have told
you about the LUCKY STRIKE standard of high quality is well knoxn in the
tobacco business . I guess that explains why most independent tobacco men also
prefer LUCRIES .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



FRED LEOIdARD EVANS OCCIIPATIGN : Independent Buyer
1905 N•Mein St .
Danville, Va. N0.0F YEAR9 Ik OCCUPATION: 21 Years

NO . OF YEARS A LUCKY STRIKE SMOKER: 15 Years

NICKNAME : Fred

STATEEEENT - JANUARY 21,1942

An independent buyer on a tobacco market has a very real dollar-and-cents
interest in the tobacco that is being sold . You can't make a living as m
independent buyer unless you know the quality and the value of tobacco .
At a tobacco auction the independent buyer follows the auctioneer and other
buyers se they move down the rowe of tobacco so he is right on the spot
when the sale is made . Buying tobacco is a very competitive business and
it calls for split second judgment on the part of the independent buyer .
Even the best of us sometimes make a mistake but the more ezperionco you
have in buying tobacco season after season, the less chance there is of
making a nistake in judgment . I guess the best way for me to describe my
own record as independent buyer is to say that I have been making a pretty
good living at it now for 21 years . I have been buying on an average of a
quarter of a million pounds of tobacco a year - that adds up to well over
5,000,000 pounds of tobacco in all . And if you want some notion of just
how much tobacco this represents, just try to f igure out the number of
cigarettes that could be made out of it .

On a day when 2,500 baskets of tobacco might be sold at en auction I
might buy only 25 of these baskets, but 1 ary busy every minute of the 7-
hour day watching every snlc that is mndo . It is my business to know
just who is buying what tobacco at all times and the prices that they are
paying . In 21 years of independent buying, I don~t know how many hundreds
of thousands of individual sales I have seen . But I do know, becnuse I
have seen it /iappen rogularly every season, that the buyers of The American
Tcbacco Compax+y go after the finest quality tobacco in the house - and that
tobacco usually brings a fancy price . Whon the LUCKY STRIKE boys soo a
basket of bright, grainy, lighter-bodied tobacco, they don't lot price sta d
in their wqp . I ouglt te know because I am right there on'the floor compet-
ing with them . Often a LUCKY STRIKE buyor will pass up a basket of tobacco
because it is not uniform nll the way down . Somotimes I will buy a basket
that was rejected by the LUCKY STRIKE buyers and then by removing the leaves
that are not up to the LUCKY STRIKE st[mdord, by cleaming up tho pile and
regrading it, I will put it up for sale again and if the pile is A-1 in
quality, I know very well that The American Tobacco buyers will be definite]v
interested .

After 21 years of buying in the tobecco markots of Georgia, North Cnrcllne,
Virginia and Maryland, I can walk down a row of tobacco and tcll in aav mca
just which baskots The Amerieaa Tobacco will bid on . I know this beccusr,
in all that time the standards of the LUCKY STRIKE buyors have not chr:ng;_h . .
Today, ,just as years ngo, they still go nfter tobacco thnt is ripe, Ligh:ot
and silky in texture - the kind of tobaccc . that makes for milder, cocler
smoking.

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



FRED LEONARD EVANS

STATEdU.T7T - JANUARY 21,19:2

Incidontnlly, the trend these days is toward a milder cigarette . Years
ago when I worked on my Fether's fnrm, the tobacco we grow then was of
the heavier kind. That was beczuse in thoso days we used to cut the whole
plant end cure it at one time, Nmradqys fnrmers realize that the thin.cr,
lighter loaf brings the highest price . And so by using new fartilizers
in the soil, by priming the leaf six and seven times and by curing it moro
sciontifically, they are prudueing a finer, mellower tobacco th!m the ki n d
we had on the market in my Daddy's dqy i This thinner, brighter loof sm c ies
cmolcr and tastes better .

Tobr.eco mon know the importance of good tobacco in the cigaretto . They

know thnt a cig^_rotte made of brightor, thinner, grainier tobacco ed11 giv
them more smoking enjoyment . I, personally, know the kind of tobacco thet
LUCKY STRIKE buys, for I have been right alongside of their buyers when
the snles are made . Naturally, then, when it comes to choosing n cigar-
ette fcr myself, I go by what I see at the auctions . So far tho last 15
years I have been smoking LUCKIES . Tobacco men know good tobacco when they
see it, when they feel it .vd when they sryoke it . That is why at tnbacco
markets all over the south you will see the great majority cf tob^.cco men
smoking LUCKY STRIY.ES .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



~GX
ROY LEE DANIEL OCCIIP:ITION: imetioneer ~y
Oxford Road, Route5 ~,
Durhem.N.O-. NO . OF YEARS IN OCCUPATIONi 32 year . ~s

NUNBER OF YE.1PB A LUCKY .STRIKE Sb10KER : 15

NICKflAIlE : Roy

STATEVENT - JANUARY 12, 1942~

9We bear a lot nowadays about youngsters tnking the place of older men . But
one place where age and experience aru always respected - whore you might eny
"Life Begins st Forty" - is at the tobacco auctions .

I]mtvc been a tobacco auctioneer for thirty-two yew s now . In that time I
figure I luve eold mround two hundred nillion pounds of tobacco - enough to-
bacco, if e.ll the baskets were placed end to end, to stretch over fifteen
hundred miles . A friend of mire who is handy with.fi„uros worked that out
for me one day . Since Luckies came on the market in 1917, I figure I hove
sold aver twanty-three million pounds of tobaeco'to Lucky Strike . So, I
really know the kind of tobacee that is "Sold Lmcricon ." And I know that tha,y
buy consistently the finer grndes of ripe high quality lii~ht tobacco -
tobacco that is chuck full of croma, mildness and good taste . Pie11, knowing
that Lucky Strike pqys the prica to get this fine tobncco, I naturdly ask
for Luckies when I etop up to the cigarette counter .

Now most tobacco expcrts e.re just like me . At the auctions we see just what
grades of tobacco each uycr gets . aid we see how much they pay . So we

Luckios ought to say a lot toaother smokers .

I guoss everybody knows that the quality of tho tobacm itself is the most
important thin; in any cignretto . This is true not only when it comes to
mildness and better taste, but also in the matter of less throat irritation .
The tobacco Lucky Strike buys is fine , light and mild - so it is genuinoly
easy on the throat . I know th.it mighty well from personal experience because
I often chant around twenty-thousand words in a sin,;le day of selling at the

tobacco auctions - yet I ca: smoke Luckios after a dqv like that without the
least complaint from my throat .

1Ye11 - there you have one tobacco man's reason for smokinz Luckies and I
think it is pmtty goneral . You see I love tobacco . b'y father was a tobacco
farmer . I have been in tobacco all my life and I know it like a book . And
fine tobacco and Lucky Strike ere two thin~s that mean the ssme thing in my
mind. That is why I have smoked Luckies for fifteen yeers .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144
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WILLIAY LEE CURRIN
Route #4
Ourhem,N .C .

OCCUPATION, Auctioneer

NO .OF YEARS IN OCCUPATIONe 20 Yaare

NO .OF YEARS A LUCKY STRIKE SNUgIIt,19 Yeare

NICNNANE . "Bill"

STATEIENT - JANUARY 20,'1942

~ There's an old expression around here -"Orowing is Knowing ." And believe me,
~ eir, those three words say ple¢ty . The beat way to knew toba.cco is toknow it
. from the gound up -to know all the detaile of,planting the bede, fertiITirn-g
the aoil, priming and ouring the leaf . You see, the tobacco Qlant hase UIe". . . . _

._n of its owa - and the wiee fara~er knows just tha_right momenfiFan the leaf ie-
Sn its pr3meand readyyo be pulled . Pulling ;tTa'leavee'-a"Beq tba'bebn br n-'-
day too Tate, may mean the differenee betwee¢,tabaooo t~pt.!'d p~$~',erv'. tgt,~9oco -
that'e strnag . Now I've had the experienoe of watching tobacco grow, of
helping with the cultivation of the leaf, of priming, ouring : grading and
packing the leaf and sending it off to marl®t . I learned all this as a boy
on my father's tobacco farm. He worked a crop for many yeara,• and until I was
17 years old, I worked along with him on the farm : You might eqy this gaoe me
a kind of basic understanding of tobacco - the down to earth kind of .learning
that is so important in the tobacco bueiness ;

Now that's fust one angle of the business that I learned : There are other
ways of knowing tobacco , end in my time I have had a chance to mastar all of
them . Straight from a tobacco farm, I went to work Sn my brother's warehouse
in Blackehear, Oeorgia . What I had learned on the fanfl o®e in mighty handy
here, because as a floor manager in this warehouse, nm of my jobs was to
line up the baskets for the auctions : Being a floor manager Sa about the
hardest work there is, because you have to keep all the grades separated and
that meane that you've got to know how to spot the quality of tobacco and spot
it pretty accurately . The training I got doing this work, combined with my
early experieme oa the fnxm, gave me a sound dollar-and-cents conception of
tobacco quality and tobacco vulue .

But I really began to know, wimt you might call the "fine points" of the tobaeco
business when I become an nuetioneer . That wae 20 yeara ago. I still remember .,
as if it were only yesterday, the first bit of auctioneoring that I did . It
happened in my brother's warehouse in Louisburg, North Carolina . One day the
regular auctioneer waa a little late, and since all the buyers were ready and
the farmers were anxious to see the sales begin, my brether asked me to sell a
row of baskets . Believe me, that was the toughest roe I have ever sold, and I
was as nervous as a yearling running his first race . The buyers, of course,

saw an opportunity to have a little fun . They teased me and tried ovary trick
they knew, to get me rattled . One buyer would yel l "1i1-2 1 " another would sing
out "17" - boy, they were tearing me up and down and I didn't know which bid
to pick up . Some how, I managed to gut t}rough with that row of 60 baskets,
and wIn® I wae finiahofl, I felt as it I had walked about 100 mllee .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



wILLIAbI LEE CURRIN

STATEMENT - JANUARY 20,1942 (Cont'd .)

And that was the bzginning of a long nnd interesting career as an auctioneer .
Gradually, by working two hours e day for n while, then four hours a day and
finally a full working dcy, I came into my own as a full fledged auctioneer .
An auctioneer must catch the bids as they are flashed to him by the buyers .
And this means being right on your toes . Each buyer has his oxn way of sig-
naling a bid . Ho may wink his eye - or touch his lapel - or lift a finger -
or stick out his tongue - or shrug his shoulder . And you have to kocp those
mighty straight - even when they're coming fast - to give all buyers a square
and honest deal .

Yos, that first day, when I sold only 60 baskets, seems far away and long ago .
My average of salestodyv is well over 18,000,000 pounds a yesr - and brother,
that's a lot of tobacco . I wish I knew how many miles of actual territory I
have covered walking up and down the rows of all the warehouses in which I have
auctioneered in North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia and Georgia
these last 20 yoars - I am sure it would add up to a pretty staggering figure .
And you know, walking up and dwm these rows, selling thousands and thousands

of baskets of tobacco year after year, you begin to get a pretty good idea of
just wno buys what tobacco, and the prices they pay. I'd like to say that in
all my70 yaars ns an auotioneor, I've seen one thing happen every season at
a11 the markots I've worked . What I've saon is simply this : the LUCKY STRIKE

buyers go after the best tobacco we have to offer, snd they don't let price
stand in their way . I don't know how many thousands of times I have seen those

boys walk off the floor with the finest tobaeco in the house ; and in 20 yo=rs
though a grent many things have changed in the tobacco business, one thing still
remains the s.9me as it wns when I first began to auctionesr - and that's the
LUCKY STRIKE standard of qunlity. In all my time, I have not socn any change
in the kind of loaf that LUCKIES buy . If I were asked to describe what this
leaf looks like, I'd sny that it was lighter in color ani in body, silky in
texture, fluffy, grainy and sweet as honey - the kind of tobacco that rcnlly
stands for milder, mellower smoking - end everyone of us tobacco men knows how
much tobacco of this sort means in a cigarette .

And becuuse we do know that high quality tobacco makes a high quality cigarette,

and bscause we see The American Tobacco buyers walk off the floor with this kind
of tobacco, we know just what cigarotto to choose when wo step up to a cigarette
counter, For the last 19 years, I have smoked LUCKIES - and smoked tfiam with a
good deal of pleasure . Three of my broth ers are in the tobacco business -
they're boys who know what's going on in the tobacco wbrld - and the three of
them smoke LUCICIES . 1Shen I know "a good thing," I believe in passing it along
to othcrs . I recken I've caused a lot of people to smoke LUCKIES nnd I do not
know any of them who have not boon well pleased . Among the manI know in the
tobacco world - and I know e great many of them - among other nuctioneers like
myself, wnroheuseme,n and independent buyers, I've noticed the srme genertil
preference for LUCKIES . It doesn't surprise me one bit, becnuse these boys

know what good tobacco is and, nctur:.lly, whon it comes to buying their own
cigarette, they choose a cigarette thcy know is made of the finest tobacco
r.vailnble .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



WILLI.IM LEE CRRRIN

STATEMENT - JANU4.R7 20,1942 (cont ' d .)

The tobacco last seasen was of the finest quality I have ever seen, but it
was also one of the shortest crops in history . At some markets, the crop
was fifteen to twenty million pounds short, so you can understand that the
competition for this tobacco was mighty keen ; and I saw the LUCKY STRIKE
buyers bid some of the fanciest prices in all my experience and take the
finest part of this splondid crop . I think the tobacco they bought last
season is just about tops, snd even if agricultural methods continue to in-
prove, I don't think tobacco will over be turned out superior in quality to
the tobacco that was bought by "Slmerican" this soason .

Lot me just say one word about your radio progrmus . It sounds like the real
McCoy to me - Just as if the auction were taking place right in my own living
room . I'm not trying to hand you any bouquets, but to me, your rndic auction
sounds just perfect . It gives me a thrill to hear them, nnd that chant of
"Oan Hoonc's"and "Spoed" Riggs' is sweet music to my anrs . Those boys cnn
sure sing it out . Incidentally, Boone used to sell in my brother's warehouse

at Blackshear, Georgia.

Well, I guess I've talked a 6rent deal, but you know hasv it is when something
really menns a lot to you . Tobaoco has been broad and butter to me for many
years ani the more I stay with tobacco, the more I laarn about it, and the
more interesting the whole business becomes . Lot me stress ene thing . . . .as
an auctioneer, thc only thing I'm interested in is selling tobacco for the
best prices it will bring . I'm ubsolutely independent of any cigsrotte com-
pany. Nhen it comes to business dealings, they are all the same to me, but
when it comos to picking a cignrette for my own porsonal enjoyment - well, I
pick LUCKIES . Is that any wronder, after all I've told you?

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144
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JAMES R . Ci1,LIS, JR. OCCUPATION: Warehcuseman t I~ I~
Willow Springs, N. C . (Also independent bqye'r for 14 years)

NO. OF YEARS IN OCCIIPATION : 14 Years

N0. OF YEARS A LUCKY STRIKE Sh10KER : 19 Years

NICIQVA67E: Jimmie

STATFd1ENT - January 12, 1342

.' I was raised on o j father's tobacco farm in Weke County, North Carolina - a
~place called Willow Springs, which I still consider upy home, A good twenty-

one one years ago I started following the auctions, working in a tobacco ware-
~~house o.t first one job, then another . Then fourtecn puars ago I Docsnre a
tobacco warehouseman . At the same time, I began buyinl•g tobacco for oy o :m
account at many different euctions . I have bought t.obncco in Ceor€ic, S'uth
Caroline, North Carolina and Tennessee . For tha p ::st £ive yecrs I hmre hc :n
a warehouseman with the same werchouse in Loris, South Ccroiin4 . I n:^e cCLSo
operated Mengum's wa.rehoc.ae at Durham, North C;,rolinn, for the past e:-even
yenrs . I figure tho.t we hcve sold a good thirty mil] .i.on potu.dr ef tol,ceco in
btrmgum's warehouse over thrt period of time . Nov:, of course, ni1 th- : different
cig.nrette compenies buy thoir tobcoco et these :.notions . A= a n2rohousem:n

. I do business with them r.:11 on a fair and impartici . besia . So 7 .m independent
in the truest sense of th„ word . Yet 1 have smoked Luckics for ninstsen ye . :̂rs
aorv . Let me tell you why .

Tobacco is liks anything else thrt grows . The nuelity oY leaveu vzrj c great
der1 . For instance, there cre the bitter "tips" - tha top '.enves- which
Lucky Strike does not buy . Tobacco like thai makes :3i undesirable smok.e -
one thnt is bitter to the tFste and harsh to the throat . Lunky Striks
tobacco buyers alwqys bid for the center lenves . These leaves z me Piner in
texture, having smellor fibers :nd stems, alao bett.er testing, milder

smoking . Of course, at the uuctions, c11 thc bivers wcnt to ge.t tobacco

likc thet, but tiue and rgcin I have seen Luekies bid up cnd up tro tke the
oala . Yes, Lucv'cioe pay the top dollzr to get the finaet, 1i gh test, mildest
cigarette tobucco that is sold ;:t auction .

e11 this I know from my day to d:-y experience as a wnrehousemmn . But as
:ui independent tobacco buyer et many markets, I lu:ve seen the srme thing
h..ppon. StcndinF right in line crith the Lucky Strike buyer rnd buyers for
the other compenies, I have seen the price go up rnd up, tnd hecmd that
f:.miliar "Sold •+mericrn," which r.lwrys menns more mild, fine tobacco for
Luciy Strike cigerettes . Proof thct I know whet kind of tohc.cco is milder
r,nfl butter t-.sting .nd know what's whet in the business is giv n by this
facte That I normally buy, as cn independent, $$22,500 .00 worth of tobzcco
per year - and, rhr:t's more, m;ke a profit doing so .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



JARg'S R . CALLIS, JR .

STLTEMINT - JANUAIK 12, 1942 .

No~:, most folks know thc.t the kind of smoke they get out of r cigcsette
depends on good tobacco . But it is elso mighty import ;.nt to hendle tobacoc
properly . For inst^nce, you have to age tobacco propsrly to get the best
results . It :aeo has to be cured exactly right to bring out the beat
taste and the finest color . I lerrned all thr.t on ryy father's tobacco fms : .
Imd I knotv that Lucky Strike people are just ra skillful r.t hzndling tobacco
as at buying it .

Let me end by saying, as one man mho makes his 1iv~-i f_ buying nd h,ndlLng
tobacco, that Lucky Strike tobacco bey ors are t;~s ir. +he bus:ce :^s . 1T.ev
must go through yecrs oc• curefW.l trcining bsf :r~ tSep nro u1L.vec to 'nqp
for American . hnd tha kind of tobacco they get sFior. . : `,ire aluc :f te{s
training .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144
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CHABLES L . HELVI~/~~ OCCUPATIONt Independent Htpet

Durh®. .N .,C. I ,tSN0. OF YEARe IN OCCUPATION : 13 Years

NO. OF YEARS A LUCKY STNLIE SMOKER : 12 Years

NICKNAME : Charlie

STATEIff.NT - JANOABY 13, 1942

gy father was a tobacco farmer in wake County, North Carolina, and I first
bought tobacco at the Durham uarket in 1920. I bought for txc years, then
left the tobacco business for a while . But I guoss tobacco wwe in uy blo .d
becauee I got back into the tobacco busineae again. That was in 1931 . And
ever since I havc boen an Sndepe :dent tebaeco b:yer at eight different marketa
in Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina und Tennessoo . Altogether, I have
spent thirteen years b,qing tobacco . I usually buy around eight to ten thousand
pounds of tabaeco a week while the markets u:e at their peak . And I b:q ct as
many auctione every day as I can find time for. In thirteen years, I figure I
have bought tobacco at well over fifteen hundred tobacco auctions . And, -,f
ecuree, at every one of these auctions Lucky Strike was buying tobacco teo . At
the differant markets I have seen suma fifteen or twenty of Luclq Strike's expert
tobacco byvers in actlon, and I'd like to pqy them a real ccmpilment. In a .

sense, they are my co.petitors because I frequently bid against them for b :skets
of tobacco . So I real]y know how good they ure - in fact the beet in the world .

NDu I would like to say that everybody who knoma the tobacco business, kaows
how important it is for a cigarette compa[d to have cracker-Jack tobacco buyere
like Lucky Strike's . Smokers onjoy the benefits af their skill and training
every time they light up a Lucky Strike cigarette .

It does not take a tobacco uan like me to tell smokers that tobacc> is what is
inportant in a cigarette - aftor all, that is s .mething they can figure out for
themselves . The only advantage I have over most sIDokere, when it comes to se-
locting a cigarette, is that I know tobacco sc well . Nith ua training amd back-
ground, it ie almost second nature f>r me to recognize the different gradeo ard

qualities of tobacco almost at a glance . That is wPqr I can be so positive that
the grades of tobacco I have seen Lucky Strike buy at auction after aucti-n are
the best . And that is wtp' I have emoked Luckies ryaelf for the pe.st twelve
years . Let me explain further :

Tha tobacco buslnees Se run like arp other busineaa with a regular eet of rules
to guvern every operation. For instance, to be an independent btyer on the
Durimm merket, I must have a governtunt license that coete me ten dollara a yecr,
nxai I have to pay Board of Trade dues am;.unting to t,,o hundred end fifty dollc.re
the first year and forty dollars every year thereafter. There are ~t least
twenty of ue independent buyers so qualified to bry cn the Cerham murket . Then

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



CH:SiLES L . BELVIN

STVTEMENT- StiN[hiHY 13, 1942 (Cont'd .)

the warehouseman - he operatee according to a set of rules too . The farmer
pqvs to the warehouse an auction fee - a weighing fee - plus 2 1/2% commiseion .
That is how the warehouseman makes his money, and he must be completely impertial
to sll byYers who bid for the farmers' tobacco . Well, as to how the tobacco is
actually sold, another rule takes over : Every basket of tobacco is sold Lccord-
ing to its merits - sold to the higheet bidder . The finer, lighter, more frag-
rant and ¢ilder a basket of tobacea is - thu more money it wYll bring at amwticn .
And at the markets wherever I have bought I have seen Luclw Strike pay the price
to get this finer leaf .

Now, obviously, we men who knon just how a tobacco ;.uction is run - just how
tobacco is sold - just whet leaf is milder, better taeting- e.nd who bqys it- well,
we are in a position to choose a cigarette that will really give us the best
smoke . So the f ..ct that most independent tobaoeo men like myself' srsuke Luckiec
should certcinl.V mech a lot to the average smuker .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



CHARLES L. SAUNDERS OCCUPATION : Independent Buyer
Reidsville, N .C .

NO . OF Y^ARS IN OCCUPATION : 21y Years

NO . OF YEARS A LUCKY STRIIO; SMOKER : 17 Years

NICI¢7ANE : Chnrlie

Statement - January 16, 1942

When the auctions open at any tobacco market, one of the first things an in-
dependent tobacco buyer like myself looks for is tho prices that will be paid for
tobacco by the loading cigarette companies . For, of course, our profit depends
upon knowing the prevailing prices in each'market . Now. I've been an inde?endent
tobacco buyer for 21y years and have bought tobacco at mCrkets in North Carolinn,
South Carolina and Virginia, and at every market, season after season, 1'vc taken
note of what The American Tobacco Company, among'other buyers, is paying for
tobacco. I'd like to say that the oricespaid by the makers of LUCKY STRIKE
cigarettes are consistently well above the average price paid for tobacco in any
of thnse markets . I think this is important, because the prices paid for tobacco
aro a pretty good indication of the quality of the leaf .

I have bought an average of 150,000 pounds of tobacco a year, a total of about
3,600,000 pounds of tobacco during my years as an independent buyer . This has
represented an investment of some $720,000 . If that sounds as if I am a big-
money operator, lot me explain that every one of my transactions is done on a
very siall scale indeed . I frequently buy bnskots of tobacco that may contain
as little as 100 pounds-of tobacco . I then resell those and make a profit, or
try to, on the transaction . That seven hundred twenty thousand dollur figurc
simply'moans that I have mude thousands and thousands of these emall individual
transactions .

So, the number of times I have had to rely on my tobacco judgment - well, I'd
hate to have to count 'em up .

I do pride myself on knowing quite a bit about the 1eaf, so let me tell you my
background. '

/* grandfather was a tobacco grower . He also ran a tobacco factary . Until only
./a couplo of years ugo, some of the walls of this old factory vrere still standing inJ .I;t Lawsonvillo, North Carolina and were known as one of the local landmarks . My

father followed in his father's footsteps and was a tobacco grower all his 1ife .
/ Now I'm carrying on 7Fe some tradition as a buyer at the tobacco auctions . So

ours is a tobacco family sure enough . It's practically second nature for'me to
knew tobacco . I can close my eyes and you ezn hand me a bundlo of tobacco and
I'11 tell you its quality just by the feel of it . You see, the grain of tobncco
ie, in my opinion, its most important singie feature . Tobacco that is slick is
just not desirable as smoking leaf . Tobacco that's grairry, that has the right fool
to it, is bound to be good, ripe leaf . Now, Pvs noticed that LUCKY STRIKE
tobacco buyers nay particular attention to this natter of grain . They never buy
the off-types. If at any auction the finer smoking tobaccos are not present,
those buyers for LUCKY STRIKE just don't bid . Or, if there is just a little of
the finer leaf, they'll buy that up and pay whatever it takes to got it and then
just quit buying . So, they never gat tobacco that isn't "in the groove" for
them - and thnt'e cortainly one of the secrets of LUCI:IE4` great success with
tobncco men like myself .

I've smoked LUCEIES for the past 17 years . I choose thcm in preference to any

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



CAARLES L. SAUNDERS

Stntement - January 16, 1942 (Cont'd .)

other cignretto simply because they please me best . I want to make that em-
phatic, because in my business I deal with all cigarette companies impartially
and it's important for me to be known as nn unbiased operator .

Yes, I etand on my own feet in this tobacco business . I um not beholden to anyone .
But at markets through the Bright Tobacco Belt - year after year - I've seen
LUCK' STRIKE pay the price to get the finer, lighter tobaccos - the kind that make
a naturally milder and better-tasting smoke . So, it's just plnin common seneo for
me to ask for LUCKIES when I step up to a cigarette counter .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



TEJPu.S IL,Y OGLESBY OCCUP..TIOR : .uctirnccr
PJintorvillo, Ei .C .

_ fi0. OF YFmRS IF OC6UPLTIOR : 13 Yecrs

?I0. OF' YE,RS .. LUCKY ST:2IIw 81VOiG;R : 13 Years

PRCCf. .Il :E : R:.y

ST : .MMIFT - J_nuary 21, 1942

Ycu ^-sk :ao how I h :.ppcnod tc becove an tuctioneor . Tfe11, sir, seme £clke wcit c.
1~n- ti: o before thr.y decide xhnt occupstion they want to follr.n, but I-uzss
Ic+as 7zt :zcra thsn six or sevon yoars cQd when I decided vory definitcly jnst&
tv,A I w:,nted to do f:,r the rest of r,y life . I was a mischevirus younratsy
iLll f spirit, and no sch : :lro .̂m cculd h:1d me - it was just like tryin- t> k .1d
wiid bird in a c :..-e, I still rcmember very clearly the d:.y an shich I s'.<ipped

scho^1~ jumeed on a friandJS mule wagon nnd rode to t .vm to see my first ;muti-n.
Br:liuve me, sir, it was the n :st menderfui thin .- I have ever seon~ Ntv friend lest
me in tho crcwd.ed w~reh~usej bLLt I didn't caro o. bit beo-..usa I was simply
fascinsted by evorythin : I saw, I watched the ::ucticne .:r rrwinr drvm the lrm-
r.vrs . f . .ut the bids, and t. ne th ::t mc.rt was ! . .-r .:at b. :r :- .
Rieht thon und therc I decided, coie what aay, I was goin- to be an :ucticnear .

71,11, sir, it•s b een 13 yesrs na~w sir.ce I started c.uction.:erinK . In that tir:e ;
I have srvored t-bacco nerkats in Hcrth Carolina, Gocrrio, Tanrr_ asnC s .d Kentucly,
xnd I have scld an avor . .̂,,e ~ .f 10,000,000 oounds _f tcbaceu a yac,F - wSic'u adCs
up, nll i wll, t ab :ut 130,000,000 p~unfls c8 t-,b..cco . I think that this 1en>,
reccrd entitlos me tc spouk with sene authority on thc subject ~S t,boom,

P7nv :_n ..ucticnccr wh^ hns w_lked us many niles ss I have, up and drwn th .~ w..re-
h usa fL:- rs f t:bacco murkets all :ver the scuth, has a -ood .pn .rtunity to
soe tho kind :f tobacco b:c -_ht by the v ..ri .us ci^aretto ccnpcnios, and the oriccs
they p-:y f^r it . I ecn say that the buyers rf The i.m :.~riczn T , bacco Conp.my heve
alwe?s br_,n intcrestcd in tho finest lec.f th . .t was put up fr salc, :nd time unc

I huve seen thom pay thc orico t^ get it . lhon these boys soe c'oasknta .
:f the bri-htar, thinnor loaf that *ivos a milder, cecler sne.ka, t'.ioy never let
price st :mC, in thcir w~y . Uo natter hnw keen tHO c ::nnctiti~r. may be fcr e. choice
basL-et f t<b ::cc_, the LUCKY STRIP.E buycr cri11 ~itch ri^ht in cnde bid up and up
until the basket is his .

L>t's t2ke this last secson, fcr ox:uaple . 57e nrul aa very shrrt rmr'.<et and, ecn-
scauently, th ~ conpetiticn was keener than cvcr, Yct, avcn with bids ncuntinq
up t:> srne cf the fanciest crices I havo ever so.en, I eavr the LUCKY STItIAE .
buyors we1k ^ff the f1o^r with thee finost tobaoec, in the hopso . 17011, when you
soe this hanpvn seascn after se :.s<n, y!u Im;vr that when y^u smr•ko LUC$ItiS you're
sa_kin,really fina tcb4ccc.

Hcr°'s an_ther psint tthct is earticularly importcnt to ne . nn aucticnecr nust

lmnp his throat in -o,d warkin.- conflition, because it's thc ncst inp'rt :.nt tcol
he hes vrith which t do his j-b . Great domcn(s arc mado _n an aueti_ncur's voieo

in the o .ursc f an avera-o tbaccr. season, Yvu try yeliin- "22 - ditty-co -
2.ittv-d=- - 23" cnd s, n, at the tcp of ycur vaice, fev hcurs en ond - ra<' .
v:u'71 see :::i-~hty plcin whct I ne .n . tdaturally then, when I have tc ch :, :sc a

ei,arette f>r myself, IPn -cin- V locok for cae that I knrw wi11 hc easy on my
thrcat. That, of ecurse, means c. eigarette t'.wt is mude cf li,ht, ellder tobaoao .

Thirteen ye :.rs :wc, I fnunFt just this Yim! cf r, ei'::rottc when I sn~ked np,

first oackars :f LUCKIES . and IPve bean snskin^ thery ever since. Ir all thct
tir.e, never ence have I found LUCKIz:S harsh or irritctin .- :n my thr.~ct .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



THOUnS R.Y OGLESBY

ST.:TEA:ESiT - S.munry 21, 1942(ccnt'd .)

If y 'u wculd nsk ne what a tobacr.c man lorks fcr in e ei^'nrette, I'd sey,
"finer t ;;buceeJ' That's becr.use ev,ry tobacco rmn kncrvrcth_.t _ecG t:becco rnckoe

d snokin- . Thnt's why, I believe, sr many ef the tnbacco nen I kncw P:cvo b~en
sn._kin,- LUCKISS for nany yecrs . These vetcr ::ns kn:~w what %<c tcbr.ec: is, they
kr_w whct rocd tobnceo e,oans in a eigaratte, emd they know that your c-ftur ve_s
ct thc oucticns LUCIrv STRPdE pays whnt it onsts to ret the 1i«hter, nil.dar.
bottar tcstin- tobccco . So isn't it a natter cf plcin ccr

.mon senso for thsse tcbeeco men tc checse LUCYIES?

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



BRICE REYNOLDS LEECH OCCUPATION : Independent Buyer
Glasgow, Kentucky

N0 .0F YEARS IN OCCUPATION : 23 Years

NO .OF YEARS A LUCKY STRIKE SASOKiR : 12 Yeare

NICKNAME: --

STATELUNT - FEBRUARY 5, 19h2

A good tobacco man has to know tobacco right from the patch straight on to the
auctions . I've been in the tobacco business now for 2j years and my experience
covers every phase of tobacco, from seed to cigarette . I have grown tobacco on
my own farm for the last 15 years . I have handled the different grades of
tobacco as manager of a redrying plant and also acted as their tobacco buyor .
These last 23 years I have been buying tobacco on the markets as an independent .
I not only buy tobacco for myself on account but also execute commissions for
leaf dealers . I reckon that in my time I've bought over forty-two million pounds
of tobacco

. The job of an independent buyer is to know tobacco . He succeeds or fails in his
business according to his own judgment . Every mistake in judgment means a definit
"dollar-and-cent" loss out of his own pocket, And since there are no two crops
slike an independent buyer has to be very much on the alert to detect grades of
difference between one basket and the next, and to appraise the value of the
tobacco even before he buys it . Furthermore, he must know the kinds of tobacco
the different cigarette companies use in their brands . Knowing this he can buy
tobacco with an eye to regrading it according to the stsndards of the individual
companies .

I should like to point out a distinction between the work I do and the work of thc
average independent buyer . I buy tobacco with a definite standard in mind ; I curc
and dry this tohacee myself, pack it in hogsheads and store it in my own storage
barns . The different cigarette companies, finding themselves short on occasions,
wi11 buy these graded hogsheads directly from me . Without patting myself on the
back, I canspy that in all my dealings with these cigarette companies they found
me entirely reliable in the grades of tobaoco I've sold to them, I attribute
this uniformityy of grading to the long years in which I handled and became famil-
iar with the various types of tobacco on the market .

Being present at the auctions, year after year, I have a close-up view of the
kind of tobacco each of the different companies buys . I can speak authoritative-
ly, therefore, as an eye witness when I say that AMERICAN buys the best quality
tobacco for LUCKIES . By the best .I mean the tobacco leaves that come from about
the middle of the plant . These leaves make perfect smoking tobacco . They arc
thinner in body, finer in texture, mellow in quality . The color is of just the
right brightness, which means that the stalk was cut in the field at the peak of
its ripeness . Tobacco of this kind burns freely, smokee smoother and tast=_s
milder . It has the unmistakablo flavor that only choice loaf min give . When
this finer, naturally milder tobacco goes into a cigarette you've got something
really worth smoking, fund from my oq: observations I ean say that you can't buy
better tobacco than that which goes into LUCKIES . It is without question the
best Burley cigarette tobacco that grows . And that, plainly and simply, is the
reason why I have been an out-and-out LUCKY STRIKE smoker for more than 12 years
now.

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



BRICE REYNOLDS LEECH

STATEMENT - FEBRUARY 5,191'2 -(Cont'd.)

It's all very woll to produce a good cigarette for one seascn or two seasons .

But it's a roal triumph of tobacco buying, blending and mnnuflcture when a com-
pany can turn out s truly fine cigarette year nfter year . 1 have had enough
time in 23 years as an indopendent tobncco man to note that LUCKY STRIKE, all

through tho years, has continued to maintain the seme high standard of quality .

The LUCKIES I smoke today are of the some excellent quality as the LUCKIES ff
smoked 12 years ago . Remember that no two crops of tobacco sre alike - th_re
are good crops, poor crops and indifferent crops . But ono thing you can rely
on is that the LUCKY STRIKE buyers, each season at the suctions, wi11 pny what
it costs to got the top quality cigarette tobacco that comos up for salc . iahen
you can turn-out a cigarette as good as LUCKIES for so mAny years running, it
indicates th at no compromise is evcr made with quality. LUCKY STRIKE wants the
hest and pays for the best. That's why, in my opinion, thcy produce the best
cigarette that is sold .

Knowing these things to be absolutely true, IPve beeome a kind of walking ad-
vertisement for LUCKIES . I always carry a faw packs of LUCKIES in my pockets
-- and whenever the opportunity presents itself I pass them arnund for others
to try. I don't know how many LUCKY STRIKE smokers I have mnde in this way,
but I do know that I've been steering them in the direction of more real smok-
ing enjoyment . I feel th,t many other independent tebaeco men share my views,
becevse at the markets I visit I see the vast majority of them also smoking
LUCKIES . The finer, costlier tcbaeeo that goes into LUCKIES is, to my mind,
the best reason in the world for smoking than . And that's why as I say, I
have been smoking LUCKIES ncm for more than 12 years .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



PSRCY W . JOYI7F.R OCCUF.,3IOP : Tobacco Luctilnoer
Route I!1
LauisburL, N. C. NO. OP Yu1RS Ii' OCCUPiTIOP: : 13 Yosrs

NO. OF M.RS A LUCiY STRIiiLr S6[OIuR ; 12 Years

UICIffi:daT ; Percy

ST:LTBE IIJ'1i - J:,NUf.3Y 14, 1942

P:hen £ Aks ask m; affiat makes c rocd ci~^.rette, I nc: likoly to raply: it's
sna ixIly thc socsons and the sun .^ IDovr m2ybe that reods a littlc explair.3n^ . It's
tho'sor.sana anfl the sunshine that rnke tobceeo ripe and molloxr and ~od t , smo ha~,

and, of caurse, it's tob~ ~cco like thnt t'.-nt r..a'uoc a cigarette n.i.lder and better tast-
in .;. The quality of tobacco bocC ht at the auctions is the only :msaor -T ..uz^ to real

I,ood sr.oking .

Now T :mon quite a bit ~Jout tho " r;nsors and thc sun" =s they apply t , tobocca,
For I was born and raised on a tobacco fc .ra near Louisburc , Franklin County, North

CarAin:, and I'm still growing teb :;cco . As a nsattar of fc.ct, at the tin:e of :vkinr
this atatenont, I mn just vetting ready to burn off sone ground to put in my tobacco

soad boLs for the aom,inC se-eon . Grouin_r_ tebacco is .;ne essentis.l t :, im,win~ tobae-
co , in r:y opinion. Of course, that isn ' t an )uZh to make a m am a tobacco ~ :ucti_necr .
P~hen I i.as just seventcen, I ot s job as a clerk in a viarehouse in n :y hae.: town .
I'd ahvays hmd it in my :i.nd to ba a tobacco auctionoer - . s a mattsr of fact, I had
caused quite r, earv.iotien ia sone of ny sch . . o1 elassrcvu by early attanpts to do a
little practice chantinU . 5' vihen the auctioneer in th_ vm.rah ..ase gsv; ne a chance

to try selling c row or t , of tob~.oca, I jun.pad ut the opportranity . end tho noxt
yorr, 192d, I rpt ry first rnraier j :b as e.n auctionoer in Louisburg . aP,l first day,
I sold 50,000 pounds of tobaeco . That seans sort ~f small, lookin,^ back, because
I ' vc sold in }- 13 years as c.uctioneer, nell over 130,000,000 pounds of tobacco . I
once sold 450,000 pounds of tobacco in a single day at Oxford, N orth Carolina . It
sold for an avarapc of 22y or 23¢ ~ pound - so that ono day I sold juet about

r100,000 •: ,orth of Eood bri rht 1eaf .

I'wo sold tobacco at the f,llominL, r..rerkets : Lumbarton, Hendarson, L>uisburE;, Fair-
ront, Oxford and '-linston-Sa1en, North Car.Aina ; :,dol and Blackshoar, wuorgia ; Convmy
and Loris, South Carolina ; and Ihysville, i:untucky . Yes, IPw becn m-ound - I've
soan tobacco sold all over the south - r.nd at nerlcct a-ier nark :;t, I'vo •^atchec`.
LUC:;Y STRIKE pay tho price tc r,at tho r~lder, b~tbur tastin- tobaeoo - the ki11 that
rakas the best ciLarotto . That's .:Ity I'vo snoked LUC::I S for t'he p~.st 12 years .

:, lacy oncc asked mo to doscribe for her the kind of tobacco LUCKY STLL.̂ .:; buys .
This happonod to be no~r my done i- Louieburr, So I said, "F'o1.1, eom.ci aven c era to

this field of tobr.oco, and I'11 shutir you ." I vont to a tobcco plant and poi-3.ad
out the difforonoe intho laavas - the top '_ eaves that are sne.ll e r and thick and bit-
tar . I said, ":obaeco liko th^~t doos s.rt rmk c guod sm eke and that's c :t tho kind
of tob,cco LUCliY STRLLn buys ." Then I rn . ched domn and pulled off tvso ~~thz luU
lopvos - 1,vas n®ll. dovm in tha cantur of the plant . I shonerl ti:ass lcuvas to the

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



PP.RCY F;. JCYIIP,3

sTATE IM1T - x l.m;,ax 1!>, 19,2 (cent'd.)

lndy and pbinted out ho^r vusil dovslopeL they :+crc - hovr thin and li .,;ht in texture -
esd I said, Oihese leavos, nhen thoy sro ripened nd cured, mi11 be e .'oec:atiful
1'amor, cclor - soft nnfl sillrr to tho tcuch - and so li-ht you c .°n scz throu;Jt then .
y:ovr tobecco like thrt just o:ut't be boaten for e_ ei•-,rrvate . -nN, thc:t's t'vv kind of
tobccoo LUC%LIS pay the priec to _ot ."

^cll, that's the Sost ray I]azan of explainin~rh•j I smo'sc LUCIM-S - and vrhy 1 a1-
z;cys boost LUCP,I-a5 to people like that lcdy, ~:ho rmnt th:: real f^_ets cUOnt sno!in,_-,
LUC7JSS' fino, liLht tobseoos tivo no r3ldrv;ns, bottor teuto and navsr bo6her ny
thrort at all, av~n aPter a hard day nuctioneerinE. I think thesc are the reasons
v:hy most indcpendent toSncca experts - buyers, :;uctioneers r:n5 vnrehaus .:non - also
pick IACKIUS for their ci[arottc . F:o tobacco nen cre n>t connected v.vith any eigar-
etta corapnny, but wc kr.om thnt good tobacco n ..̂kas a peod srv:rSv - mnd v:a yeu, th^_t
hUCSIUS pay the price toOt the good tobccco . Thut says it all, in cy apinion .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



.S.Ix1ND5R 0. IRVIN OCCUPATIOPI : PJarohoueom.m
329 6dain Stroct
Rcidsvillo, N. C~ N0. OF Yh'.RS IA OCWPi.TIOIL• 10 Years

NO. OF Y-1.RS L LUCKY STRId..^~ S'L"O:LR: 11 Yeams

NICI'.PL'~" : Llec

ST:.TSbMNL - JGPrtSr.RY 15, 1942

I'vo spent a,good trrenty-fivo yonrs in tho tobacco business in 3outh Cnroline, North
Cr.rolinn, Tcmv;ssoe and C::ntucky. 3von way back whon i was in hil.h sclmol, I us=d
t .:~'ork in a tobr.cco frmtory uurin.,; my sunner vacation . I worked at casinr, ordcr-
ing, stoae.un,; tobaccos - rogradin;_, tho lcaf as it camo from the ws ;:housc £loor -
piekin ;; up a kus3adi;o of tobacco that wr.s to bo vory vnluable for no lator in .

For the past ton ycars I have becn a smrehouseran "ith 9ratt's ' :archouso in 4eidsvill,
North Ccrolina . OurinC that poriod of time uo have s,ild tnentv sevon million pounds
uf tabaceo - that is, aver four million dollare' -:-orth. Y.mn alll ciraretto companiot
are raprosonted at thoso auctions . I d.cal with thoir buyors on an absolutoly fair
and irapartial basis - othorvdso 5att's Ihrohnuso just wauld not b e flourishinr as it
is today . I scy this simply to shmn thet I am not oonnectec with LUCKY STB.IKE or
any othor ci;;nrcttc ru.nufrgturor.

I wish I could show you the b ooks x . : keep irn the waroh iuso . "i:c have remrds n>t
o ::ly for this past year, but for several years back, shania; what 'iho ..merican T>-
Sc.eco ~cnany and other buyors paid far tcbe.ceo . 3ven a quick oxmsin ..̂ti .~n ef the

fiCures :muld sh :~r. that th:: makers of LUCKY STRIKE pay emsirler ,. :bly m_~ro taa tobuce .b

than the avara;;c . Farmers brin~ing in their tobacco :rill often aslc mo : "Do you

think this pile nf tobcoo is yood onoul-p snokinC for ;-ncriccn?" You soe they have
~ot the ide.^% in mind onct, if it i=_ ~oo°~ d enzuCh tobace :- for The Lmaricer lbbaoce
C~ar.pany, t3ey vril7l surcly ;at a„_d price for it .

So thero's plenty of pr,of of LUCKIIS' hij ;h quality irn terms of Cood Imrd cash . But
no a tobeeeo man I onn to11 you in more detail why LUCP .I:S are a nildor, bottor-tast

inr, ciiarett, . Tho fundonental in all cic,arettes is the tobacc~ that roos into ther .
Gc~d tobaccc makes u good smoke . I guass n : one vrouLl ~ainsay that . Gmarican buys

far LUCYIES the riper, mediun b,diod, hi~h quality "cuttcrs," ns ~,,ebl ~a the thin
bodied liChtar "lu,°s ." Properly blonded thaso reild, mellwt, fra~rant tobaccos make
no 1.-1 rocipo for top smokin[ onjoyr,.ant . I.Daybe yau ore beYinnin,7 to soa now nhy
LUCI:PS are my choice in ci ;e.rettcs .

But thore ie another imnortnnt reasm ~,hy I pick LUCIff ;C . The finor, li;;htor, mild-
dr tobnocos LUCKY ST7IM buys are nlturally sasior on tha throat than ordinary 1oaf .
6osidcs thnt, the "Toastin•°' preoess rrlcec LUCKliS oven mare mellmv and r,entlo-smok-
in[. . :.nd as I avereCp vell ever a pack and a half a day, that is inpirtant to mo .
Y9u aco, I start tho aalc i :., ny vr..reiir~sa . I often ye11 out the openin ;', bid on
1,000 baskets of tobacco c day. ny thr .at ,rots plenty e£ hand rror's - yet, evon
s, LUC;3S3 nevcr bcthur ny throe.t at all .

I said I amoko over a pack and a half a day', but I buy a whole lot nom LUCRLS thar
chnt. Ss a vn.rohous~mnn I find that ::no of tha b est waye to Croot farmers is to of-
far then a LUCKY when they drive into the warch-uso . Tobacoo farmers around hore
smoke LUCAIES by quute a majority, nnd thot is ccrtainly true of tobacco ncn like my
self - war.;hnusomen, :ouctimieors, and independent buyera . ,re inadepondant tobacco ex
perts Co for LUCKILS because we know that good mild tobacco nakes a good mild smoke .
That is why I have smoked LUCKIES for thc past cloven years .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



JOHN YdILLIAw7 HILL,JR. OCCOI:TIO'd: Independent Buyer
1146 Jeffcrson Avenue
b4inston-Salem,N .tl. NO. OF YEGRS IN OCCUYATION : 14 Years

NO . OF YSARS A LUCKY STRIKE SEIOKER ; 6 Years

NICKNATfc : "Bill"

STLTEtIENT - J:vYU;RY 19,19'y2

It takes a long time to know tobacco, aspeci=lly all the fine points that are
so important when it comes to knowing the quality nnd value of tobacco . Now,
I've been in tobacco for a long time - just about all my life, I reckon . I en
the last of ssveral generations of tobacco people . My grandfather grew to-
bacco a long tine ngo, and my father was far many ye ..s an independent buyer .

Un fact_he_still is very aotive,, and I often find mys¢lf competing .with hin
e.t thc auctions . :. good deal of whst I know about tobacco I got fron my
fatker."I lv,as no more than six or aeven yeIa s old, when I went along mith
my father to narkcts in North Csrolinr, snd South Carolina . As an boy, I used
to halp h'vs in the regradin,, and repacking of the tobacco he bought .

But you really begin to know tobacco when your livelihood depends upon know-
ing it . For the 1-st Ily years, I have been buying tobacco for myself at the
markr,-tc in C!ullins, South Carolina, and W :inston-S21 :mt,Aiorth Crsrolir.a. You
can't afford to m_ke mistakes in judgment when you're an independent buyer,
because each mistake mcans a definite financial loss . This season, I bought
over 1,000 baskets of tobacco and only in one or two csses was I mistaken in
the tobacco I bought . Tkuat's s pretty geod avernge . Very oft :;n, I notice
that The .L-ierican 'Pobseco buyer turns drnvn v basket of tabneco bocsuso some
of the leavos in the brz.skat may be green or marlmd . In a case like thst, I
buy the basket and rugrade it according to what I know The Rmerican Tobacco
buyer wants, which mcans that I remove every lemf,that is not just up to
standard . ilhcn I finish with that basket, I try to resell it and I le :ow, that
this time, because tho whole basket is lighter in body, finer in texture and
of just the right color, The American Tobacco Company buyer will be interested
in it ; for in all my years as an independent buyer, I have noticed thet
LUCKY STRIKE always pays the price to get the thinner, avmeter tobacco - the
kind that gives you a grrmd smoke . These days, smokers want a milder cilsr-
ette - and for n cigarettc to be milder, you've eot to use finer, lighter
tobacco .

In my 11y yzars as an independent buyer, I h-va bought and sold over 700,000
pounds of tobacco . That means that I have actually made thousands and thous-
ands of individual purchases . It also monns thrtt in all these years of bein~
right on the spot wham tobacco Fs sold, I've been in s good position to sce
the kind of tobr.cco bought and the prices paid for it . I have seen LUCKY
STRIKE buy the finest tobacco on the market, and na mstter how keen tho com-
pctition was for them, I hlvc scen than pitch in with one bid after another
until the basket was knocked down to thom. I know, bec^use I hc.ve seen it
actually happen, that for many yaars LUCKY STRIKE has bought thc lighter,
milder leaf . Farmers around here know th^t this kind of tobacco fetches the
highost price and so they hsve tried to cultivate their tobacco plants more
scientifically ard to use newer mwthods of auring, in order to bring this
kind of finer tobaeco to market,

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



JO}II7 NILLI:IM HILL,JR .

STATEMIIIT - JANUARY 19,IVy2 (Cont'd.)

About six ycnrs ago, I o:.s so impressod with the qunlity of tobacco that
LUCKY STRIKE wns buying that I changed fTom my former brand to LUCKIES, and
I've been mighty pleased that I did . I see LUCKIES buy the ripe, naturally
milder tobacco, end I know thnt when this tabacco goes into a cigsrotte, it
means real smoking enjoyment . So when it comes to buying ^. cigrrette for
myself, I natur>lly add these things together and choose LUCKIES ; nnd most
of the othcr indopendent expcrts that I Imew smoke LUCKIES for tha snmc roo .son .
Let me add that Ihsve-sesn what .hnppens'to che f'ine tobaoco LUCKY STRIKE
buys after it gets to the factory . I have been through the LUCKY STRIKE plnnt
in Durham,N .C ., and I have soon the famous "TOASTING" process in operation.
It's really a wonderful thing, because it helps to make the tobacco mellower,

loss irritating, and amoother smoking . I'd say thxt when yau have a combin-
¢tion:like this, then you've got a cigarette that's tops in quality .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



CHARLES JACKSON GUNTER OCCUPATION : Independent Buyer

Madison, N .C .
NO .OF YEARS IN OCCUPATION : 51 yoars

NO . OF Y'.;nRS A LUCKY STRIKE SIl70KFR : 25 Yecrs

NICKNAN6 : "Coon," "Jack"

STATEMENT - J.'1NUdRY 16,1942

I'm 72 yoevs old and I started buying tobncco on the msrkats when I wns 21,
so that makes just 51 years I have been an independent tob :cco buyer . But

it ' s no new thing for a Gunter to set up a long time record in tobacco busi-
ness . My father, who lived to be 87 yaers old, ;rew tobncco for 75 years -
yes, 75 successive crops of tobacco - and my Er=ndfather w=.s a tobacco farner,
too . So I come from r. real tobacco fan:ily . How, I've been smoking LUCKIES

over since they first cane on the market in 1917 . Thet mny socm a long while
back to aana people, but it really doesn't to me . The only relscn I smoke
LUCKIES is because of that Goed, grainy, sweet tobacco I see them buy at the
auctions . I sonetimes tell smokers of other 'orar.ds whom I mect, "If you just
come down to the saio axd talo; a look at what they'ra buying you'd soc what
you're missing when you don't smoke LUCKIES ." If you nre buying peaches you'll

pick the good ripe one, not the hard, dried up, green one . Thot's because,
of course, everybody knows the ripe peach tastes bettor . Well, the sevac
thing holds true of cigarettes, though the tobacco in them is wrapped up in
paper . Good, sweet and ripe tobacco, such as LUCKY STRIKE buys, of course,
tastes better and smokes milder and is really easy on your thrcat . I've
never seon a LUCKY STRIKE buyer even make a bid at the auctions on any to-
bacco that was too leafy or slick, or tough and leathery . He wontt bid on
that tobacco bocause he knawa it gives a bitter smoke . LUCKY STRIKE usuelly
gets the second and third pullinSs from the tobacco stalk . Those are the
lonves that a tobacco farmar wi11 use if he mal®s som.a home-made cigarettes
for himself, because ha knows ssme as anyone connected with tobacco that that
good 1ii,ht LUCKY STRIKE typo of tobacco is best for smokinC .

As I've said, it vms 51 years ago when I started out as em indopendont buyer
on the tobacco market, and season after season I hlve followed the s :1es at
markets in Georgia and Florida, Virginin nnd North and South Carolina . I'vo
bou~ht as much as 130,000 pounds of tobacco in a single dny at the auctions,
So you can see I've handled millions and milliens of pounds of tobacco in my
life . For severnl years I have also been connected with tobacco warehouses
in E9ndison,North Carolinn . For three so :.sons I started the sales as .mro-
housonan and I've handled the wnrehouse leaf necount, which takes an oxtra
good knowlede of tobacco if you want to make a profit .

I think my years in the businoss have made mo a pretty ;ood judGe of the loaf,
and I'n an impartial judZo,too, because of course I'm not connected with any
cigarette comparo . I just smoke LUCKIES for the s 2~.e reason as 75 per cent of
the independent tobacco men I know . At theus,ands of auctions I see LUCKY
STRIKE pqy what it costs to got the finer, liffiter, riper tobacco - lonf that's
mild and sweet as a peach . So I'va smoked LUCKIES for 25 years .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



JOSEPH ERVIN CUTdIRELL ) j„ OCCUPATION : Auctioneer
513 Harding
Riptqn, ),NC(, (I 47YA ' NO . 0F YEARS IN OCCUPATION : 25 Years

NO,OF YEARS A]AC%Y STRIKE SMOKER : 8 Years

NICIINAiw"Et "Jo-Jo"

STATEMENT - January 24, 1942

UPJhenV olks a sk me what makes a good cigarette, I em sure to have a ready answer,
"In a cigarette, it's the tobacco that counts ." And when I talk tobacco, it's
as an independent expert, because in being an auctioneer, Iam impartial and
friendly with all buyers and all cigarette companies .

ft I think I do have a pretty complete knowledge of tobacco leaf . You see, my Daddy
was a tobacco auctioneer, too - he sold tobacco for 40 years . From the time I
was a kid, he used to take me to the auctions with him and, as a matter of fact,
today I often run into old-timers whoIll come up to me and tell me how much my
chant sounds like my father's . Then for four long years, I worked in a Redrying
Plant in Rocky Mount, North Carolina to learn tobacco, and started as an auction-
eer when I was 21 . Now, an auctioneer must be able to recognize the grade and
quality of tobaoco, to estimate its value, and to catch each bid the buyers
make - all in the twinkling of an eye . Now, that very fact is why tobacco men
like me must be pretty good judges of leaf, and why I f eel I can speak with
authority when it comes to the subject of tobacco .

s, no cigarette is any better than the tobacco that's bought for it . The thin,
ilky, grainy tobacco LUCKY STRIKE buys is easier burning than the heavy leaf .
t~s got real ripeness - sweet as a nut - better eroma and being thoroughly
ipe, it's also thoroughly mellow and, naturally,, easy on your throat . Now,

that just goes to show how important it is to pick a cigarette made of finer
tobacco .

I've had plonty of tobacco oxperience, and most important - diversified ex-
perience . I mean I've sold all over the bright and burley belts in Georgia,
North Carolina. Sou}hCerolina .. VirF.inia, Tennessee ypd ..IWatuoyy.--SMCS'T'bHsI,°--.

auctioneer I've sold an uvep6gg--of 20,000,000 pounds of tobacco a year .
approximately 00,000,000 pounds of tobacco in my 25 years of auctioncering ;
at market after market, . I've seen LUCKY STRIKE consistently buy the

ades of tobacco . It's tqbmcc containing the good smoking ypalitiesJ '14ie
'specia~ly in~o-r'gSCCd"'S1S'"~'e a-EE"ng tTve-^Ings° - that

a, the second and third primings from the tobacco stalk. They select the leaf
th the most color, the best grain, the light body, that insure n good smoke .

As I sc11 tobacco, and step up to a basket filled with this high grade, silky
texture tobacco, I usually glance at the LUCK[ STRIKE buyer, because I know
he'll be interested . Interested is putting it mildly - he'll usually bid that
pile of tobacco en up an . . _S#:},} the last dollar and_the high dollar makes the

So when
ieve what I qee ~B, using my voice all day long,

r"7€SF ,- ar out, I have found that LUCKIES n.e not
only better tasting, but milder and truly easier on my throat .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



JOSLP9 ERVIN CUTHRELL

STATEtQNT - January 24, 1942 (Cont'd . )

I think everything I've said helps explain why I've smoked LUCKIES for 8 years .
Seeing tobacco that's ripe, a beautiful lemon color, soft and silky to touch,
grainy and sweet with aroma, is a pleasure for any tobacco man . Now, this
tobacco n^_turally brings the top price, because it's the finest tobacco that is
offered on the market. And American consistently, at auction after auction all
over Tobaccoland, never holds back on this score . It's very obvious that they
are willing to pay what it takes to get this tobacco for LUCKIES . I expect that
is why so meu{y auctioneers, indcpendent buyers and warehouemen, who kn6w
tobacco right from the ground on up, just naturally pick the cigarette thuy know
is made of this kind of finer tobacco ; and that means LUCKY STRIKE for the vast
majority of us .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



OCCUPATION : Y7arehousemen

N0 . OF YEARS IN OCCUPATION : 21 Years

NO . OF YEARS A LUCKY STRIAE SMOEER : 25 Years

NICIQdAME : Frank

STATEMEN'f - JANUAAY 15, 1942

The other day a man who had listened to a receht LUCAS'L STRIKE radio program
asked me if it was true that LUCEP STRIEE pqvs so much above the average

market price to get tobacco . Well, I told him that it certainly nes true,

and I explained to him how I could be so sure . You see, in a warehouse euch
as I operate in Staneville, North Carolina a floor sheet is made out for
every day's sales . Two <erehouse employeed follow the auctioneer aleng the
warehouse floor . Oae - known as a clip man - fills out for each sale a
Farmer's Bill which contains the name of the former, the number of pounds
of tobacco e.nd the price per pound . This bill isimmedihtely carried to the
warehouse office, which instantly makes out a cheok for the i'arme'r : Meanwhile
the other warehouse employee - knorm as a book man - is taking down even more
data about each sale - including the buyer's name and the grade as well as the
farmer's name, the number of pounds and the price paid . From Uis floor sheet,
after the euc~ion is over, the warehouseman melcos out a Byy er's Bill for
each buyer . Then the data on the number of pounda sold, the price and the
purchaser is entered in a book which is kept for the whole year's sales .

So you can see it's easy for a warehouseman to be well informed ebout the
price paid by any cigarette company for tobacco . Now, I have been a warehouse-
men for 21 years in North Carolina, South Carolina end Virginia. The wrrehouse
I started with 21 yecrs ago is in Stoneville, North Cnrelinn and I am operating
this same warehouse today . In those 21 years sgv Stoneville warehouse has
sold over 21,000,000 pounds of tobacco to buyers representing all the cigarette
companies . And of course, these sales are conducted with absolute impartiality
and fairness to ell .

However rh.en it comes to choosing ~qY oem personal cigarette I must s ey I
prefer LUCEIES above all the others, for I not only knorr the{, LUCRY STRIIIE
pays the price to get the finer tobacco, but I also see every day during the
auctions just what qualities this tobacco possesses . We tobacco men sometimes
speak of loaf like thet as being 'sweet as honey ." It's thin tobacco, but
not too thin - light, yet not too light - cnd always perfectly ripe and melloF+ .
Naa, those aren't just technical facts about tobacco . They're important from
every smoker's viewpoint. If, for exe.mple, the tobacco in your cigarette is
not ripe you won't enjoy it any more than you'd enjoy eating a grcen apple .
And if the tobacco in your cigcrette is too heavy, you'll notice or real bitter
taste and a harsh, unpleasant eensation in your throst . Yes, in picking a
cigarette, the tobacco is mighty important rnd I]mow that LUCKIES get the
kind of tobacco that will give a smoker the most real enjoyment .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



F K A. HR09VN

STATEhII]T - JANUP1tY 15, 1942 (Cont'd .)

Now, I was born and rnised on a tobacco farm in stoneville, North
Carolina. I h4ve grown tobacco all my life rnd n{y father and graidfo .thr.r
wore tobacco growers before me . So, I hnve the tobacco farmer ' s vienpoint
nbout LUCKIES, as well as the xarehausemcn's viewpoint, end I know thct
there isn't a farmur who isn't pleased when he cnn sell his beat grcdes
of tobacco to LUCKY 5TRIRE, because far him thet mems extra money in the
bank.

Ne71, those are the reasons I have smoked LUCKIES for 25 years now - in
fact, ever since they were first mwde in 1917 : I have smslced them just
because I imow they contain a finer, lighter tobacco that gives me c
milder, better-tasting emoke .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



Ji1Pu MONROE BALL OCCUPATION: Auctioneer
419 S . Nawthorne Road
Winston-Salem, N .C. NO. OF YEARS IN OCCUPATION : 27 Years

NO . OF YEARS A LUCKY STRIKE SMOKER : 25 Yrs

NICKNAME : Jimod

STATEMENT- JANUARY 19, 1942

No doubt, you've heard of all kinds of records - well, hereI s one record that
has never been duplicated in the long history of tobacco . I have sold well
over 266,000,000 pounds of tobacco . Yes, that's a lot of tobacco, and I'd
hate to have to figure up the number of cigarettes that came out of it . It
takes a long time to sell that much tobacco, end my own career as a tobacco
man goes back to the beginning of this century . A'V family has been in tobacco
since 1625 - that's pretty nearly 126 years . Mv father and my grandfather
were farmers and producers . I have grown my own tobacco, worked in a were-house as a ticket ma

;ker and as an operator, and for the last 27 years as an
cuctioneer . I have covered markets in North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia
and Virginia . The tobacco business is one business that takes a long tima
to learn, and any tobacco man will tell you that no matter hov long you have
been with tobacco, there are olwqys new things to learn evsry season . So I
feel that as an old tobacco veteran, I can speak with some authority on the
fine points of tobacco .

In 27 years of auctioneering, I have seen LUCKY STRIKE buy tobacco with one
consistent standard in mind . LUCKY STRIKE goes after the finer, lighter lec . .-
the kind you get from the second and third primings of the tobacco plant, end
they pay what it costs to get it . Lest season, we had the best tobacco cro,
I have ever seen . I don't think that crop has ever been equaled in tha whole
history of tobacco growing in this country, and a great deal of the finest
tobacco in that crop was knocked out to LUCKY STRIKE after some of the keenest
bidding I have ever seen . I don't think that tobacco has ever been equaled
in quality anywhere, and I know that tobacco of that quality will make just
about the finest smoking any smoker hr.s ever enjoyed .

When I see the milder, lighter, fluffy grained tobacco that American buys,
naturelly when it comes to choosing uy own cigarette, I pick LUCKIES, beccuee
I appreciate a mild ®moke juet as much as the next fellow . And perhaps evcn
more, because I, as an auctioneer, he.ve to be careful of my throat . When
you're selling from 350,000 to 400,000 pounds of tobacco a dry, that is quite
a strain on your throat ; and I have found that even at the peak of a strenu-
ous season, LUCKY STRIKES are always easy on my throat . I've been smoking
LUCKIES for 25 years now, and I have never on a single occe .sion been hoarse .
That is just another wey of saying that the tobacco that goes intn LUCKIES is
really mild and mellow - and having seen the LUCKY STRIKE "Toasting" process
in operation, I knmi that the last harsh irritant has baem removed from the
tOaacco .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144



JAMES MONROE BALL

STATEMENT - JANUARY 19, 1942 (CantI d .)

I em considered the plainest auctioneer on the markets . I use three voioes
to se,11 tobacco . You see, if you change the tone of your voice, it takes
all the pressure off and at the end of the day, your voice is just the samz
as it wns when you begun the da{vIs sales . The change in tone helps to re-
lieve the tiredness . R'hen I begin to feel tired, I switch to another tone
of' voice . That is one of the arts in selling tobacco .

So far es I know, I am the only :.uctioneer in the thrce belts who daus not
have a warehouseman with him to start the bid . Along with my regular job of
auctioneering, I do this extra job myself. Now, an auctionaor has to know
tobacco and o w;u•ehouseman who starts the bids certainly ha,c to know tob :eco,
but when one man handles both of these jobs - well, you ccn see that you
really hsvc to know ,, great de^1 ntout tobrwco . So "hen I say thr.t I have
baon smoking LUCKIES ever since they wore first made in 1917, it's becausc: I
have seen, during this last quarter of e century, the buyers of The American
Tobacco Company go after the finest tobacco in the houac, regardless of prica .
I believe that most old-timers like rtdself, most men who kno,r tobacco rnd have
wr,tchad it grovm and sold, choose LUCHIES for their rnm smoking enjoymerrt for
exactly the smra reason . They know, as wall ns I do, thct finer tobncc~
gives you a milder, better tasting smoke ; and they, too, have seen The
Americ :.n Tobacco Compeny bity tha finer tobacco f,r LUCKIES .

Source:  http://industrydocuments.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/docs/qjdh0144


